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RCA CinemaScreen': The Television Made for Movies. 
east. A television that’s as big as all outdoors. With RCA CinemaScreen TV, the new state of 
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New improved 
Videotests 


Videotests of new equipment have been the cornerstone of Video Mag- 
azine since our inaugural issue in 1978. Over the years the tests by 
Berger-Braithwaite Labs have become known as the industry standard, 
and we know from your feedback they are consistently one of the best- 
tread departments in the magazine. With this in mind, we don’t make 
changes to our Videotest format lightly or often. But when we do, as 
we have beginning this month, the changes are designed to make the 
tests more useful, the presentation more accessible, and the informa- 
tion more valuable for our readers. 

Videotests are designed to report on and judge product perfor- 
mance from the user’s standpoint, to give you a basis for comparison to 
make an informed buying decision. Our Videotests combine laboratory 
bench tests to confirm manufacturers’ assertions about product specifi- 
cations, and comparative usage tests that put products through their 
paces so they can be fairly evaluated against comparable components 
and against a set of standards established in our test center. 

We've designed the new format to be both more concise and more 
complete. You'll find in each test a new quick-read scorecard featuring 
a new overall “V Rating” using a scale of one to five Vs, with five de- 
noting excellence. You'll also find a snapshot of each product’s 
performance in bargraphs that indicate the product’s rating on a one- 
to-five scale in four key quality areas— picture, sound, features and 
value. A second box will continue to delineate key specifications, and 
other relevant data. The accompanying text spells out the details of 
the testing procedure and its findings. 

Continuing our longstanding tradition, the bench tests will be con- 
ducted by Berger-Braithwaite Labs. However, many of the test reports 
will be written by staff editors and contributors who have studied the 
lab reports and performed additional hands-on evaluations of the prod- 
uct’s features, functionality and ergonomics. Equally important, we are 
increasing the number of Videotests from four to five each issue to 
better cover the influx of new home theater and videomaking equip- 
ment arriving on the market, and to better address our readers’ need 
to know what’s new and what's good. To assure consistency in our test 
procedures, we’ve also updated our Videotest protocols. 

The core products that created the home video era— VCRs, laser- 
disc players, TVs and camcorders — have evolved greatly during the 
decade and a half we’ve been testing and reporting on them in these 
pages. The next 15 years promise to be every bit as exciting, and we’re 
ready to continue bringing you the best new product tests you'll find 
anywhere. If you have comments or suggestions about our revised for- 
mat, we’d love to hear them. 


James M. Barry 
Editor 
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Here’s a great way to build a collection of your 
favorite movies—on laserdiscs! Just tell us which 
3 laserdiscs you want for $1.00 each, plus ship- 
ping and handling. In exchange, you agree to buy 
four more in the next two years, at regular Club 
prices (currently as low as $29.95, plus shipping/ 
handling)—and you may cancel membership at 
any time after doing so. What's more, you can get 
still one more movie for the low price of $19.95 


in coupon). 
Free Magazine sent every four weeks (up to 13 
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FEEDBACK 








Deadheads 


Your “Channel One” (April ’94) was 
close, but just missed the mark. You 
shouldn’t have been surprised to see few 
TV and VCR people at CES — that stuff 
is on the way out. Those people are 
dead; they just haven’t fallen over yet. 
CD-ROM and _ he computer that con- 
trols it is “now.” Your TV is your com- 
puter CRT. Cable service plugs right in. 
VCRs are for long, real-time programs 
only. Around the corner is a Cray Super- 
computer, which could provide services 
like instant sports betting, 24 hours a 
day. You could bet on each play, and on 
yardage won and lost. Are over-the-air 
broadcasters and TV and VCR people 
scared? You bet. No one should be sur- 
prised at what is about to happen. 
Conrad J. White, 
Dept. of Instructional Media Services, 
Harvard University, 
Cambridge, Massachussetts 


Tube Trouble: Energy-saving fluorescent bulbs can 
cause operating glitches in some A/V components. 








Fighting phantoms... 


I really appreciate your article on “Phan- 
tom Frequencies” (April ’94). I had pur- 
chased four of the bulbs your article 
cited as suspect. I gave two to my sister 
and, before long, we were both having 
major problems with our remotes, TVs 
and VCRs. I assumed the culprits were 
our TV receivers or VCRs. My wife told 
me our VCR Plus was not operating 











BY STEWART APPLEGATH 





properly. I started looking for a new TV, 
since our 26-incher was six years old and 
I didn’t want to waste $200 on a repair. I 
purchased a new VCR. Then I read your 
article and sure enough, when we shut 
off those lights, the problem disap- 
peared. When I called my sister, she was 
overjoyed: She had also been contem- 
plating a TV purchase. Thanks again for 
the article and the hundreds of dollars 
you saved us! 
Bob Constantino, 
East Greenwich, Rhode Island 


Beta EDucation 


Reader Steven Staples (‘‘Feedback,” 
March '94) is not entirely alone in his 
passion for ED Beta. I have used both 
VHS and Hi8 equipment, and only be- 
latedly discovered Beta. A used HF-1000 
SuperBeta quickly became my favorite 
for editing. I was fortunate enough to 
find a second ED Beta VCR, a used 
EDV-9300. It is a joy to use and the pic- 
ture is outstanding; I have never seen a 
single dropout. I still use the TR-101 
camcorder for acquisition, but wish I 
could find a EDC-55 ED Beta camcord- 
er. I have no trouble buying tapes — our 
Sony dealer stocks them and other deal- 
ers are willing to order. Hail ED Beta in- 
deed! Al Bieck, 


Toronto, Ontario 
Free from jail 


We'd like to correct an error in “Late 
Breaking News” (April ’94) about a 
dealer in Ohio who corrects vertical “jail 
bars” on the left side of projector 
screens. Unlike other models cited, the 
AmPro HD-1100 projector is already fac- 
tory-modified at our facility to eliminate 
the ringing to which you refer. 
Eric M. Geller, Vice President, 
Prosumer Systems Division, 
Ampro Corp. 
Woburn, Massachussetts 





Video Magazine welcomes your comments. 
Please include a phone number, but not a 
return envelope as the volume of mail does 
not permit replies. All letters may be edited 
for clarity and space. Address queries to 
Feedback, Video Magazine, 460 West 34 
Street, New York, NY 10001. 
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To see amovie ... you had to drive } to the theater 






find a parking spot 


Line for | 


Theater | 


2 
then stand | in line, while they attempt to clean the itetee, 


buy an expensive ticket, 4a>> 





es 


then on the way to your seat, you step on the one 


piece of gum they missed ... only to have 






with big hair sit right in front 


...all of this just to see a movie. 


The HR-VP612 allows you to enjoy your favorite movies in one of the world’s most 
comfortable theaters, your ERO room. The HR-VP612 - Let it entertain you. 


¢ Digital AV tracking 


. ey + 
AA ek ora Ma ¢ Multi-Brand Remote Control 


_ © Oval-cut DA-4 head syste 
val-cu ead system * Multi-Speed Search 





— ¢ VCR Plus programming Se eee FE 

| — HR-VP612 

AV Compulink* GaViews 

With JVC’s exclusive AV Compulink, simply place a Instant ReView offers the ultimate in user convenience. After a 
pre-recorded tape into the VCR. Automatically, your TV recording has been made, simply press the Instant ReView 
TV and Receiver will turn on and their volume levels ws button ... The VCR will turn on and rewind to the beginning of 

will wi set for you. All of this by just inserting atape. . the last recording, and then start to play - automatically! 

bso ol ed wok hon prs the ray The Inventor of VHS Technically Perfect. Perfectly Simple. 








TU Listings 


The VCR reborn 
The specs for the VCR of the fu- 


ture have finally been formalized. The 
50 companies that make up the Digital 
VCR Conference (which includes prac- 
tically every electronics company you 
can think of) have settled on a digital 
VCR design much like the one detailed 
in our February article, “Designing the 
First Hi-Def Deck.” 

The large tape will measure 4.9 by 3 
by 0.57 inches and will record 4-1/2 
hours of NTSC, 2-1/4 hours of HDTV. 
The smaller tape, intended for camcord- 
ers, will measure 2.6 by 1.9 by 0.48 
inches, and will record one hour of 
NTSC, one half-hour of HDTV. (This is 
sure to disappoint the many Video Maga- 
zine readers who have written to com- 
plain about the relatively short 
recording times, which we reported in 
February.) 

These new decks are sure to blow 
away any consumer VCRs currently on 
the market, but you'll probably have to 
wait about two years to buy one. Pan- 
asonic is the only manufacturer with 
firm marketing plans —it says it will in- 
troduce a professional version early next 
year. At a recent press conference, Phi- 
lips said it hoped to introduce decks un- 
der the Magnavox brand in early ’96. 

—Brent Butterworth 


The total couch potato 


It’s official: TV guides have gone 
interactive. Total TV Online, the first of 








a promised flock of two-way program- | 











DIAMONDS ARE NOT FOREVER 





‘Sean Connery and friend in Goldfinger. 


searching services, was launched this 
spring by Prodigy and TVSM, publisher 
of Total TV, a weekly printed cable 


guide. Total TV Online is available to | 


Prodigy’s 2 million subscribers as part of 
the regular $14.95 monthly charge. 





Search Apr 12 


Viewers will find a week’s 
worth of programs updated 
daily, and can search through 





All sixteen James 
Bond films will be un- 
available on videocas- 
sette for at least a year 
when current store sup- 
plies run out. Distributor 
MGM/UA plans to re- 
launch its highly success- 
ful Bond video line some 
time in 1995, probably to 
coincide with the pro- 
jected theatrical release 
of the first new 007 pic- 
| ture since 1989's Licence 
to Kill. (Timothy Dalton 
has bowed out, so the 
search for a new Bond is 
currently in full swing.) 
All the current Bond 
tapes go for $19.95, in- 
cluding all-time Bond 
') best-seller Goldfinger. 
| MGM's popular laserdisc 
editions, such as the two 
recently released Connery 
Collection boxed sets, will 
not be affected by the 
surprise moratorium on 
Bond videocassettes. 
—KK 


™ 


ning to enhance the service as it gains 
experience. Audio will be added later 
this year, to be followed by still photos 
and, eventually, full-motion previews. 
—Stan Pinkwas 


Playin’ around 
Who's playing videogames these 


coal A shah 
T i Lo eer 2. 
REL Listin iseeae 


General Gi OO PM FOX, SOUTH CENTRAL 


listings by days? For a start, it’s not just kids and it’s 


the database by day, hour, 
not just guys, according Sega of Ameri- 


genre or any of the 41 net- 
works it chronicles. Program 
summaries, printouts, key- 
word searches and links to 
Prodigy’s longer movie reviews 
are available and easy to use. 

| And yes, it will carry advertis- 

ing. 

aoe a What it can’t do yet is run 
y Sport on your TV screen or program 
jm) your VCR. But Prodigy is plan- 
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Vital Statistics: Total TV sends program 
listings through cyberspace. 
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“I’m not sure people 
are going to want to 


interact. When in 
doubt, don’t invest. 


” 








ca. The game giant flung a flock of fig- 
ures at video store owners meeting 
recently in Chicago. Here are the high- 
lights: 

e Nearly 40 percent of all game cus- 
tomers are female. 

e Half of all Sega Genesis players are 
older than 18. 

e One-fifth of all videogamers live in 
households without children. 

e Americans will spend more than 
$1.5 billion just renting videogames this 
year. —SP 


The ewe truth 


bP Mike Leigh admits to using im- 
provisatory workshops with his actors as 
part of the process of devising his films, 
but feels that this aspect of his work gets 
more attention than it deserves. 

“T like to mix the creative activity 
with the rehearsal process because I like 
to involve the actors,” says the British 
writer-director of such critical favorites 
as Life is Sweet and High Hopes. “But I 
don’t form a committee where we sit 
around and discuss what the film’s going 
to be about—it remains my authorial 
perogative.” 

Leigh’s extraordinary Naked (New 
Line Home Video) received top awards 
at film festivals from Cannes (Best Di- 
rector and Best Actor, David Thewlis) 
to Toronto (where the international 
press picked it over The Piano). Alter- 
nately funny and shocking, it follows a 
brilliant but self-destructive drifter 
through the streets of London, as he 





shares the bleakness in his soul with the 
other unmoored people he encounters. 

Leigh recently turned 50, and Naked 
expresses his fears about the world that 
his children will inherit. Still, he doesn’t 
feel that it is a hopleless story. “I may be 
a pessimist about the future, but I’m an 
optimist about people, and there are ele- 
ments of compassion, even of love, lurk- 
ing in Naked,” he argues. “The film has 
to be seen in terms of people’s poten- 
tial—the waste of intelligence and of 
talent, yes, but also the potential to use 
them.” —M. Faust 
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The ultimate TV dinner 


bb What's “America’s newest cook- 
ing appliance”? General Electric hopes it 
will be the TVCR, especially a 13-inch 
KitchenVision combo the company 
rushed to stores in time for Mother’s 
Day. KitchenVision, unlike other 
TVCRs, comes with a Frugal Gourmet 
recipe tape —‘‘Fancy Chicken Dishes” 
by chef Jeff Smith—and an exclusive 
catalog of cooking videos. After all, 
“Learning to cook in the living room is a 





Cookin’ Up a Storm: GE's KitchenVision TVCR. 





social oxymoron,” according to J. Keith 
Green, who developed the 200-tape cat- 
alog. “It doesn’t make sense.” 

To spice the dish further for “kitch- 
encentric’” Americans, 20 million of 
whom already watch TV in the kitchen, 
GE mounted the set on a 180-degree 
swiveling base. The VCR’s a monaural 
two-head unit, and the whole package, 
in tasteful “kitchen white,” is $499. 
Look for it in electronics departments, 
and housewares. —SP 





TIMESHIFT 


TEN YEARS AGO IN 
VIDEO MAGAZINE 


"The Japanese are working ona 
‘high-band’ color process for both 
Beta and VHS, hoping for 400-line 
horizontal resolution by 1986. This 
would substantially improve the 
current standard 
250-line resolu- 
tion. Engineers 
also expect a 
much-improved 
50-55 dB signal- 
to-noise ratio Him 
(as opposed to ag 
40-45 dB). JVC jig 
and Matsushita 
have the upper ~~ 
hand in. 
R&D...Good 
news for those of 
you who tum up JULY 1984 

your noses at cable TV. A research 
group is predicting that 48 million 
Americans will be taking advantage 
of direct broadcast satellite on a 
pay-per-view basis by 1994. Of 
course, we may eliminate the cable 
but probably not the sub-par pro- 
gramming. Perhaps the figures are 
a bit optimistic...RCA’s CED videodisc 
is dead—long live Pioneer's laser- 
disc! There are well over 1,200 CED 
titles on the market and RCA says it 
will continue to service the players. 
But the bloom is off the rose when it 
comes to new movie releases, still 
the driving force behind all home 
video formats. Within hours of the 
early-April CED-RIP announcement, 
key independent video program 
distributors started dumping their 
CED inventory like hot potatoes. 
These distributors buy in large vol- 
ume from the labels and sell to 
stores. Without them, the chain from 
label to retailer is broken.” . 
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APPLE IS RE- | 


portedly about 

to release a 

| new version of 

its QuickTime 

multimedia 

system exten- 

sion that will 

bring full-mo- 

tion video to 

basic Macintosh computers for the 
very first time. QuickTime 2.0 will play 
“movies” twice as fast as the current 
version (see “ROM Revolution,” this 
issue), allowing for half-screen 30- 
frames-per-second video. This seem- 
ingly incremental upgrade could prove 
ignificant as the last link in a 


° 

gh-quality multimedia soft- 
pple reportedly hopes Quick- 
Time 2.0 will usher in a new era of full- 
length movies released on CD-ROM. 


° 
YOU CAN ADD A NEWLY AN- 
nounced collaboration between Sega 
and MGM/UA to the long list of alli- 
ances formed in the hopes of striking it 
tich on the information superhighway. 
The two companies signed a multi- 





year, multi-title deal to produce mov- 


ies, TV shows and interactive multi- 
media. Plans include releasing “linear” 
product like feature films at the same 
times as related multimedia titles, pos- 
sibly starting with new projects MGM 
has slated for theaters in 95 or '96. 


e i 
FANS OF CUTTING-EDGE TECH- 
nology visiting Florida this summer 
might want to drop by Disney’s Epcot 
Center theme park to check out the 


new Innoventions exhibit —a display 
of both current and upcoming high- | 
ed 650,000 kids on tape. (Because 
ies like AT&T, Apple, IBM and Sega. | 
Also present will be one company that — 


tech products from 11 leading compan- 


may be unfamiliar to the general pub- 
lic, but very well known to Video Mi 


azine readers: Videonics. The 


will demonstrate its MX-1 mix 
Maker 2000 titler and other pr 
_ Speaking of Videonics, the 


pa- 
ny will bring its traveling hao 


TDK Moviemaking Seminar 
nix, Denver, Seattle and 

July, and to Orlando, Sac 

San Francisco in August. The 


nars do a great job of outlining the do's | 






and don'ts of home video, including 





voice of a child, these tapes prove far 
more valuable to police than still pho- 


_CD player, an audiocassette deck and 


shooting basics, editing tips and spe- 
cial-effects and titling ideas. Don’t 
worry — they won’t try to push Video- 
nics products on you. For more infor- 
mation, call 800-333-EDIT. 


: 
DURING THE MONTH OF AU- 


"gust, parents can bring their children 


to any of more than 2,000 participat- 
ing Blockbuster video stores and get a 
free videocassette recording of their 





| kids for emergency identification pur- 


poses. Now in its fifth year, Blockbus- 
ter’s Kidprint program has document- 


video captures the mannerisms and 








tos when searching for a child.) More 
than 1.4 million children are reported 
missing each year in the U.S. 


e 
ECOMBINANT CONSUMER 






electronic technology took another 
_| step forward recently in Japan with 







Matsushita's introduction of a product 
that combines a 13-inch TV, a VCR, a 





a radio. There are no plans to import 
the $1,500 combo to the U.S. a 








Last year, 10 pro football eames 
went into sudden deaths 
Untortunatel 


$0 









1789347 camco 


What agony, missing the thrill of victory because 
The cause of this unfortunate event is called “m, 
fully drained, the more it “remembers” it’s taking less the 
think it’s got plenty of power, it’s actually on its last le 
If you want to be sure you're not cut out of 
Lenmar. The original memory free battery. A No 
Plus, it’s 100% compatible with your current battery charger. 
For fresh power you can always count on, ask your Lenmar dealer for NoMEM Batteries. 


And catch all the action without your battery suddenly calling “time out.” 


For your nearest Lenmar Battery dealer, and a catalog of our Camcorder Performance Products call: 800/424-2703 ©1994 Lenmar Enterprises, Inc. 
CAMCORDER PERFORMANCE PRODUCTS 









attery unexpectedly ran out. 
ou recharge your nicad battery before it’s 
ulting in reduced capacity. So, just when you 





e NoMEM™ Battery from 


a full charge every time, any time. 


10 VIDEO JULY 1994 Circle 3 on Reader Service Card. 

















For over 83 years Denon has 
been producing sound faithful to the 
original. Whether recording and press- 


ing records or Compact 






g Discs; making the 


i 





AVR-3000 AV SURROUND RECEIVER 


/ mercial digital recording; building professional recording and broadcast equipment or producing the CD Players 
m* » ranked No.1 in Consumer Satisfaction for two years in a row (Verity Research, 1991/92), the Denon name has 


y been synonymous with high fidelity. oe Doo Lope Teel 


Denons AV Receivers 
give dramatic new. 
direction to high fidelity. 


By accurately controlling signal placement, Denon has redefined high fidelity for Audio Video Surround 
















Sound—sound that is fully faithful to the director’s vision of the cinematic experience. 


Uniquely, Denon AVR Receivers deliver both audiophile signal 





quality (wide dynamic range, high signal-to-noise, outstanding 






——" 
AVR-2000 AV SURROUND RECEIVER 


phase linearity, immeasurably low distortion) and accurate 
low level steering, precise digital delay and rear channel 
fidelity. Plus, sophisticated signal processing enables you to tailor the sound to your listening room 


as well as create new listening environments. 






Whether you choose Denon’'s most sophisticated or least expensive AV Receiver, you'll not only be able to create 


sounds different from the original; you'll be able to recreate the original. 


RC-159 UNIVERSAL 
PROGRAMMABLE AND RC-160 ‘ 
SIMPLIFIED AVR REMOTE CONTROLLERS 





The first name in digital audio. 
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with John J. McDonald 


Remember when watches could only 
tell time? Nowadays, you can buy 
them with built-in calculators, barom- 
eters, even blood-pressure monitors. 
It’s only 1994, but the timepiece that 
best sums up the current decade is Ca- 
sio’s hit Wrist Controller, a $69.95 
watch that doubles as a universal re- 
mote control for TVs and VCRs. 
Since 1978, John J. McDonald has 
served as president of Casio, Inc. Video 
Magazine contributing editor George 
Mannes talked with him about remote 
controls and other important stuff. 
Video: Why would people want a 
TV remote control in their watch? 
McDonald: Let’s face it. We 
don’t sell anything that anybody 
needs. We gratify wants. People want 
the stuff. As a business executive, let’s 
say your flight is delayed at O’Hare. 
And you're in the Red Carpet Club, 
and you want to change the channel 
from a soap opera to CNN. You can 
do it surreptitiously. And after 15 min- 
utes put the soap back on, and no one 
knows what the hell happened. I don’t 








recommend walking into a sports bar 
that’s crowded and watching Monday 
Night Football and putting on Pavarot- 
ti. You can cause a riot. But you can 
have a lot of fun with the product. 

Video: Does taste in remote con- 
trols differ from country to country? 

McDonald: Some Japanese living 
rooms I’ve been in are about as big as 
the hall bedroom I had in my parents’ 
house when I was a kid. Yet you see a 
large-screen television in some homes. 
It seems to me you could just reach 
out and not use a remote. But people 
are gadget conscious — if you have dis- 
posable income, what are you going to 
do with it? 

Video: You sell a lot of small LCD 
TVs. Are you trying to build a large- 
screen, hang-on-the-wall LCD TV? 

McDonald: Every manufacturer 
with a major LCD factory is looking at 
techniques to build larger [displays]. 
The key is to make it inexpensive. 

Even if it was a magnificent active- 
matrix [LCD] set with vivid, bright 
color, I don’t think anybody would 
rush out to buy it unless the price were 
pretty much the same as what they’re 
now paying. The same thing is going 
to hold true for hi-def. If you’re selling 
27-inch sets at $349, how much will 
people pay for high-definition 27-inch 
sets? Maybe $600? They sure as hell 





aren’t going to pay $3,000. 

There are a half-dozen companies 
that could probably make a large LCD 
panel at some prohibitive price. And 
that’s where we all stand. I think 
someone will finally break the code 
and get the thing out. Or someone 
will come out with an inexpensive set 
using another technology. 

Video: What does the informa- 
tion superhighway mean to Casio? 

McDonald: You're going to see a 
great change in wireless communica- 
tions and wireless transmission of 
data. The consumer will be able to re- 
ceive stock quotes, sports quotes, 
headline news, you name it. Good or 
bad, we’re not going to be able to es- 
cape the information that’s out there. 
We'll become addicted to it. We'll 
want it. 

I believe that 
information that 
will be available 
through interac- 
tive TV will also 
be available for 
wireless transmis- 
sion — primarily by | 
wireless FM trans- MM Lon 
mission. And it’ll John McDonald 
come through a variety of products 
that we already have or will develop — 
as will our competition. r 
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The original Video TitleMaker made 
high-quality titles affordable. Now, 
Video TitleMaker 2000 adds 
more fonts, improved video quality, 
and terrific new features. 


92 font/size combinations. 
Over a Million Colors! 
Easy page access. 

24 special effects. 
18-language capability. 
8000 character memory. 


Advanced, multi-directional 
scroll and crawl. 


Easy-to-use full keyboard. 


Call 1-800-338-EDIT for the name of 
your nearest dealer or authorized mail 
order house. 

Ask about our “MovieMaking” and “Tips & Tricks” 


seminars. All Videonics products now carry a 2-year 
limited warranty. 


VIDEONICS 


The Video Editing Company 
1370 Dell Avenue « Campbell, CA © 95008 © 408-866-8300 


© 1994 Videonics, Inc. Subject to change without notice. Videonics logo and Videonics 
Video TitleMaker are registered trademarks of Videonics, Inc. 
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SERIAL DESIGNED AND ENGINEERED IN LONDON/LOS ANGELES 
PRODUCED TO AMC INT'L QUALITY STD 








CD, Tuner, 2 Audio Tape Loops, 2 VCR Tape Loops, Laser Disc, Video Inputs, Sub woofer crossover, 
6 Channels of output with individual adjustment. What a rear! Take a look at the rest... 


es Designed from the REAR to the front, our product team 4. Dynamic Range Greater Than 100dB in Pro Logic combined with 
FIA considered every simple and complex hook up needed our Dolby circuit's super low distortion (listen to the center channel 
\AMC.. a . 
Home for a serious Dolby Pro Logic pre-amplifier. Actually speaker) the dynamics are immediately felt. 
Entertainment 3 ee ; : 2 : ; 
Center We designed it for ourselves, the most critical com- 5, Distributed Power using two audiophile quality amplifiers deliver- 
ponent necessary to put together a great Home Theater. Then we ing 270 watts across your three front speakers with 45 watts for each 


designed a remote control, so simple, that even your parents could surround speakers. 
use it. We took a look at those super theater systems and built in 6, Low Distortion Bass delivered by our powered sub woofer using 
some of the same professional features like Sound Pressure Level 


(SPL) matching. 


our unique Negative Output Impedance 





Amplifier circuit produces clean bass 
We added specifically-designed amplifiers and a powered sub response down to 30Hz @ 102 dB. primera 


woofer, small yet powerful enough to rattle your windows. Together 7. Matching Sound Pressure Level Exactly 





these components are called System 2. We think our 25 years of for all six speakers is practically automatic 


passion and experience paid off. using our external microphone and built- 





, : in SPL meter. 
Here are a few serious design reasons why our ; 


System 2 should be your Home Theater choice.. There’s so much more to cover, why not go 
sia Bae 3 down to your nearest AMC Dealer and bring 
1. System Building Flexibility so unusual it guarantees your long term als ; : : 
sabe : j : j your favorite movie or give us a call direct, at 
entertainment needs are met no matter how many c ymponents you 
: : 1-800-321-6396. Find our for yourself what 


buy. 
our se 2 is all about and sain & 


2. Exceptional Audiophile Circuits offering high resolution (clear 
vers «check out our rear. 


sound) with a dynamic range of greater than 115 dB (Enough to play System y) 


the 1812 Overture loud). 


DIG DOLBY SURROUND 


3. Dolby Time Link Technology recently patented plus newly devel- ROT LOGI 
oped micro processors for steering sound effects to your speakers. ™ 
Weltronics Corp. / P.O. Box 80584 / San Marino, California 91108 


TEL 818-799-0396 / FAX 818-799-6541 


AMC Home Entertainment Centers are a part of the AMC H.O.M.E. Automation Series 


“Dolby” and the Did Symbol are trademarks of Dolby Laboratories Licensing Corporation. Circle 6 on Reader Service Card. 




















ALL FOR ONE... 


The GR-SZ7 is the S-VHS-C flagship of JVC's new 
family of camcorders. With more than 400 lines of 
resolution, a color viewfinder, a 570,000-pixel CCD, 
and Picture Equalization (a feature allowing manual 
adjustment of color, tint and sharpness during 
shooting), you will see things in a new light. It is 
designed to work as a point-and-shoot camcorder 
and to cope with special shooting situations. The 
GR-SZ7 includes a 100x digital zoom, a wide se- 
lection of special effects (disolves, wipes and 
more) and image stabilization. (For additional infor- 
mation, circle 105 on the Reader Service Card). 


YAMAHA sar 


SHELF HELP 

The Techline 2000 Home Theater is a cherry-ve- 
neer home for your electronic gear. It provides 
space for surround sound speakers and multiple 
components. Roll-out shelving, hidden electrical 
strips for equipment plug-ins and storage for CDs 
and cassettes complete the package. You can 
choose between a 56-inch and an 80-inch-high unit. 
The TV bay will take a 31-inch screen, while the 
larger unit can take a 54-inch. Prices range from 
$1,400 to $2,800. (For additional information, circle 
107 on the Reader Service Card). 



















BY STEWART APPLEGATH 








MUST-SEE SCROLLS 

The Videonics Titlemaker 2000 ($599) offers 
broadcast-quality titles and a number of 
new features. With more than 90 font and 
size combinations and a million colors, 
this titler has independent page stor- 
age, direct access to specific pages, 
and advanced scroll functions. The 
Titlemaker also adds a monitor output 
so you can show one title while compos- 
ing another. (For additional information, circle 
100 on the Reader Service Card) 


ompact cams, 
peakers & titlers 





THEATER PROGRAMS 
Yamaha's DSP-A780 Digital Sound Field Processor/ 
Amplifier is a five-channel model that includes 11 
Cinema DSP programs, Dolby Pro-Logic, and TV 
and Video Theater programs. With 65 watts each 
to the front three speakers and 25 to the two rear 
effects channels, Yamaha claims that a new pro- 
cessing chip gives the A780 a more natural, better- 
defined soundfield. It has five video inputs, two 
VCR outputs, three audio inputs and a tape out. 
The price is $899. (For additional information, circle 
111 on the Reader Service Card.) 


VOICE-THROWER 
The Bose Acoustimass-3 Series Ill Speaker System 
($469) is billed as “the world’s smallest”. A 
compact bass module is meant to be hidden easily. 
Midrange and high frequencies are produced by 
two tiny 3 x 3 x 5-inch cube speakers. Magnetic 
shielding allows them to be integrated into home 
theater systems. (For additional information, circle 
106 on the Reader Service Card). 
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SONY’S FLOPPY > 

The Sony RM-E1000T Editing Controller ($2,000) is 
an accurate editor with memory output for storing 
edit lists on floppy discs. It can control up to three 
input sources and was designed as a companion to 


the XVD-1000 special-effects unit ($2,600). Features include A/V capa- 
bility, a separate keyboard, high-quality fonts, a 10-page memory and RC 


time code. (For additional information, circle 108 on the Reader Service Card.) 


WIDE CURVES v 

The Canon S-35 Wide Imaging Stereo speakers (un- 
der $450) are designed for use with stereo and 
audio/video systems including home theater. Canon 
Claims the exotic design, featuring curved acoustic 
mirrors, provides stereo imaging up to six times larg- 
er than a conventional speaker. A special tweeter 
allows extended high frequency response and great- 
er detail. It is video-ready with magnetic shielding, 
incorporates overload protection and is small enough 
to fit on your.bookshelf. (For additional information, 
circle 112 on the Reader Service Card) 


Canon 


~ 





- Service Card) 


BILINGUAL EDITOR v 


The JVC HR-VP70 hi-fi stereo VHS VCR ($599) includes a number of advanced features. Instant Re- 
View makes searching for recorded programs an easy, one-touch process. VCR Plus allows 
Straightforward programming, while a bilingual menu and a menu button on the deck make choices 
easier. The unit also features Random Assemble Editing, which programs up to eight scenes for as- 
sembly onto another VCR. Gold-plated A/V inputs in front, audio dubbing and level indicators 

package. (For additional information, circle 109 on the Reader Service Card.) 


complete the edit 













LOW AND DRY > 
Those who can’t get enough camcord- 
er action onshore can take the plunge 
with Sharp's ViewCam Marine Pack 
($2,499). This waterproof underwater 
housing will keep your camera dry 
down to 164 feet. (For additional infor- 
mation, circle 103 on the Reader 


< SOUND DESIGN 

Design Acoustics PS-66 and PS-88 loudspeaker 
systems ($139 and $189) are magnetically-shielded, 
full-range speakers. They are designed as main or 
extension speakers, or as easy options for rear 
channels in a surround sound system. The PS se- 
ries handles digital sources and high-impact 
soundtracks. By concentrating on cabinet design 
and long-throw woofers, Design Acoustics claims to 
have maximized low-frequency response in a book- 
shelf-sized unit. (For additional information, circle 
110 on the Reader Service Card.) 
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THEATER 


\ 
Incest 


Whether big or small, simple or elabo- 
rate, the goal of any home theater is to 
re-create a theatrical experience in your 
living room. A big screen and surround 
sound will go a long way to further this 
goal, but hardware is by no means the 
whole story. Creating a comfortable 
viewing atmosphere is almost as impot- 
tant—and very inexpensive. 

The most important factor in creat- 
ing a convincing theatrical ambience is 
room lighting. Unfortunately, most 
home theater aficionados pay little at- 
tention to this critical factor. Proper 
lighting not only provides for a comfort- 
able space to get lost in the movie, it can 





Perfect Illumination: To light your home theater, place one light be- 
hind the screen and night-lights around the sides of the room. 





also improve the subjective performance 
of your equipment. Too much light will 
degrade the picture quality. Too little 
light can fatigue the eyes, and make it 
hard to use remote controls, scan TV 








BY RON GOLDBERG 





Guide or find your drink. 

Determining the correct lighting for 
your home theater will largely depend 
on the monitor you use. In the case of 
direct-view and rear-projection sets, the 
key idea is obvious —avoid glare on the 
screen. What most people don’t know is 
that glare doesn’t only occur as a conse- 
quence of direct lighting. Even if the 
lights are pointed away from or behind 
the screen, ambient room illumination 
can easily be picked up by the smooth 
surface of a direct-view monitor. Some 
of the more elaborate rear-projectors, 
like those from Pioneer and RCA, fur- 
ther complicate the problem by incor- 
porating smooth acrylic 
contrast screens, which 
greedily reflect any ambi- 
ent room light. Getting 
rid of these reflections 
will make for a noticea- 
bly more watchable pic- 
ture. 

Start by getting con- 
trol over the room’s nat- 
ural and artificial light 
sources. Obviously, you 
don’t want to have any 
window light shining on 
the monitor. Even at 
night, few windows are 
completely dark. If you 
need to put up blinds or 
curtains, do so. Horizon- 
tal blinds should be 
closed facing up, not 
down, to better cut down 
the incoming light. Cur- 
tains should be opaque, 
preferably of a thick ma- 
terial. This also mini- 
mizes acoustic reflec- 
tions, thus smoothing 
out the sound. 

Once the room is 
dark, you can start add- 
ing light. Yes, adding it — 
you want to get just 
enough illumination to 
eliminate eyestrain and 
give you a fighting 
chance to find the right 
buttons on the remote. The best solu- 
tion I’ve seen is a small light (15 watts or 
less) placed behind the monitor. Radio 
Shack offers an ideal light for this pur- 
pose: a small, battery-powered fluores- 





‘ How to get the light right 
l for big-screen viewing 


cent (catalog number 61-2734A) that 
has a jack for external AC power. It has 
a color temperature very close to the 
NTSC standard of 6,500 degrees Kelvin, 
so it won’t throw off the color rendition 
of your TV. 

Aim the light toward the wall be- 
hind the monitor. This will provide dif- 
fused, bounced illumination, and it’ll 
light up the room just enough to balance 
out the picture. Even with this soft illu- 
mination, there’s still a chance of reflec- 
tive glare, especially from glass objects 
like coffee tables and framed pictures. 
Move these objects around until their 
effects aren’t seen on the screen. 

In the case of a front-projection sys- 
tem, the options are a bit more limited. 
Front projectors need a very dark room 
to strut their stuff. This rule is even 
more important for systems that incor- 
porate line-doubling technology, which 
has a tendency to decrease picture 
brightness. Still, there is an alternative 
to watching in a completely darkened 
room, which is not the ideal way to en- 
joy home theater. Even a real movie the- 
ater, depending on the screen size, has 
some kind of faint illumination during 
the show. You can mimic this effect by 
the use of very small, focused lights. The 
simple night lights that use Christmas 
tree-type bulbs are perfect for this. Place 
a few of them behind the viewing area, 
preferably low to the floor. The screen 
(or wall, depending on what you use) 
won’t reflect these tiny lights. 

The type of lights you use will also 
make a difference. Dimmers, in particu- 
lar, can be a problem, because they can 
introduce noise into the system. If you 
must use dimmers in the room, go for 
the low-voltage type, which give off 
much less interference. Halogen lights 
can also be a bit noisy. If your room 
lighting comes from either standing or 
tabletop halogen lights, plug them into 
an AC outlet that’s as far as possible 
from the one powering your system. 

Think of these adjustments as the 
visual equivalents of controlling room 
acoustics, where a few strategic moves 
can radically improve the sound. Since 
every room is different, there’s no one 
solution to properly lighting a home the- 
ater. But a bit of ingenuity here and 
there will pay big dividends in picture 
quality and viewer comfort. a 
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-VIDEO MAGAZINE, January, 1994 


—— “Deep bass without the aid of big, expensive amplifiers. 
Sounds panned from side to side as smoothly 

—, as their corresponding tmages flew across the screen. 

-aeecdeaes | = = . 

= -SOUNDGQ& IMAGE, Summer, 1993 


“We quickly discovered what a difference the right 
sound system can make! The subwoofers added tremendous 





excitement to the movie watching experience.” 
-POPULAR ELECTRONICS, January, 1993* 





“Cerwin-lega produces a powerful and taut sound. 
Sa | : 





The impact can be especially felt in the midrange, which will 
pound you with rotor blade sweeps from Apocalypse Now.” 
-SATELLITE ORBIT, June, 1993 
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CAMCORNER 


Beginning with New York’s News 12 
Long Island in late 1986, an intriguing 
trend in cable television has surfaced — 
the emergence of local all-news chan- 
nels that cover their service areas in far 
greater depth than local broadcast news, 
all-news radio or CNN. And consumer 
video technology is helping to make the 
extra coverage possible. 

There are now several local all-news 
stations in places like Chicago, Wash- 
ington D.C. and Orange County, Cali- 
fornia. Probably the best-known, 
though, is New York 1 News. With an 
annual operating budget a fraction of 
those enjoyed by competing local broad- 
cast TV stations, New York 1 turns out 
24 hours of news seven days a week, in 
addition to daily talk shows and political 
and sports programs. This is accom- 
plished through the use of young on-air 
talent, automation and of Hi8 video for 
electronic newsgathering, or ENG. 


ll 


















BY TIMOTHY LIEBE 





Although smaller, less-expensive 
prosumer equipment has been used by 
major TV news organizations for the 
past few years, notably during the 
Tiananmen Square massacre in China 
and the Persian Gulf War, New York 1 
has, along with Southern California’s 
OCN, been among the first stations to 
use Hi8 for virtually all its ENG. 

“We use Sony 537 dockable three- 
chip cameras with Fuji 16:1 lenses mar- 
ried to the Sony EVV-9000 Hi8 re- 


corders for our regular types of stories,” 


says Marc Hopmayer, New York I’s man- | 


ager of ENG operations. “We also have 
the Sony EVW-300 one-piece camera, 
which is slightly smaller and lighter than 
the 537, and four Toshiba TSC100 one- 
piece camcorders. All three create ex- 
cellent video, which we then post to Be- 
tacam SP for cablecast. 

‘“‘The camera and VCR are 
professional units, although they’re not 


Fk VENA 


ole Ya Ta 


High-End Hi8: 
To stretch its electronic 
news gathering budget, 
New York 1 News uses 
top Hi8 gear for news 

gathering (above) and 

in its edit suites (inset). 








Can Hi8 cut it for broad- 
cast? A local cable news 
station finds out in the field. 


teally broadcast equipment,” Hopmayer 
continues. “We've been working with 
Sony since early 1991 on all aspects of 
tape operation, including format, stock, 
playback and equipment. We are one of 
the largest consumers of Hi8 stock in 
the country —our feeling is that Hi8 is 
an up-and-coming format. At a median 
price of $14,000 for a complete field 
ENG unit, it’s a considerable savings 
over Betacam. We can have almost 
twice as many cameras covering the city, 
given our budget.” 

Another benefit of the smaller, light- 
er Hi8 equipment is that the station’s re- 
porters serve as their own camera 
operators. “We’re not your average sta- 
tion,” Hopmayer explains. ‘We don’t 
have cameramen or camerawomen, nor 
audio operators in the field. We train 
our reporters to shoot and edit, and our 
tech staff to write. We even expect our 
interns to be able to go out in the field 
and shoot. New York 1’s a great believer 
in cross-training people. Of course, if it’s 
going to be a hot press conference, may- 
be we'll send somebody along with the 
reporter. But generally, they’re on their 
own.” 

In addition to their full-size three- 
chip rigs, New York 1 also uses Sony’s 
consumer CCD-TRIOI Hi8 camcorders 
on occasion. “It depends on the story,” 
says John Rosenblatt, New York l’s ENG 
operations assistant. “As far as a person- 
al camera goes, I’d buy it because it’s 
great—the stabilizer’s really cool, and 
the picture’s really good. However, you 
just can’t get the quality because the op- 
tics aren’t nearly as good as on our 
three-chip cameras, and there’s only the 
AFM audio track — you want to have at 
least two audio tracks. 

“On the other hand, when the 
World Trade Center blew up, we hand- 
ed a TRIOI to one of the EMS guys be- 
cause they weren’t letting any reporters 
in. So he went in—and we were the first 
people to have video from inside, and it 
looked great. We also have our couriers 
keep them in their cars, so that if some- 
thing happens, like a shooting or a fire, 
and one of our trucks isn’t nearby but a 
courier is, we’re able to get footage on 
the air. We've also used the TRIOIs un- 
dercover a little bit. The TR101 is a great 
camcorder for what it is.” 

continued on page 82 
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Shipping charges when returning discs. 


date of purchase on regularly priced discs. All 
’ sales are final on sale priced discs. Defective 
~ exchanges for the same title only! 
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We have been in business for over 40 

ars in the Southern California area. 
have 8 retail stores that specialize in 

Audio & Video Product. Over the last 

9 years we have established a mail order 

business for laser discs. We're the largest I 

Laser Disc dealer, with sales exceeding 

~ $15 million . 


All of our prices are approximately 10% 
off the list price, and through December 
_ Shipping is free if you live in the Continental 
_ US. and are using U.P.S. 2nd Day Air 

_ Service. (Additional charge applies for 

- Alaska and Hawaii). 


Bip cccert checks, Mastercard, Visa, Discover 
"and American Express. Cash only will 
be accepted for C.O.D. orders. We 
charge only for the discs that are 

shipped. If you have a defective disc, 

' ship it to us with your receipt and a note 
indicating where the defect occurs. We 
will exchange it for the same title. When 
we fe-ship your disc we will pay for the 

_ Shipping charges (Ground Service only). 
Customers are responsible for any 


No refunds or exchanges after 30 days from 


All C.0.D. Orders Subject To 
$5.00 Charge. 
™ All packages are subject to a 
handling charge of $1.50 per 
box shipped. 
™ All Parcel Post handling is $2.50 & 
there is an additional charge for UPS 
shipping to Hawaii or Alaska 
NOW THROUGH DECEMBER! 


FREE SHIPPING... UPS AIR*! j 
ANY SIZE ORDER - ANYWHERE IN THE 


ining ie RINE MP Cnh: F igmmtaas a altel so neg 


CONTINENTAL USA I 
“Most orders shipped same day as received, J 
by UPS 2nd Day Air which assures 


you the quickest arrival possible 
usually within 48 hours! 


TO ORDER... 


just complete the 
attached card (Top)... 


Place in an envelope 
and mail to the address 
provided. 


basis... 











Only Ken Crane’s LaserDisc SuperStore would consider 
sale pricing for three brand new releases on a pre-order 
Let alone offering 25% off the retail price on 
three of the most popular movies in the history of film!! 
Call today to order these great titles and get 

a FREE CATALOG!! 
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Laser wisU Superstore 
15251 Beach Blvd., Westminster, CA 92683 


Round 2 
Debating THX 


1 (800) 624-3078 (Toll Free) # 1 (800) 626-1768 (In California) 
(714) 892-2283 (Local) # FAX (714) 892-8369 


Aladdin CAV/LTX/THX 
Suggested Retail....$49.98 
Available September 21st 


Pre-Order 


Pre-Order Cut-off Date September 11th 


Aladdin CLV Non Letterbox 
Suggested Retail....$29.98 
Available September 21st 


Pre- Order 


Pre-Order Cut-off Date September 11th 


Snow White & 7 Dwarfs CAV 
Suggested Retail....$99.98 
Available October 26th 


Pre- Order 


Pre-Order Cut-off Date October 16th 


Snow White & 7 Dwarfs CLV 
Suggested Retail....$29.98 
Available October 26th 


Pre- Order 


Pre-Order Cut-off Date coiew 16th 


Mail This Card To: 
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For A Free Catalog!! 


Name: 


Address: 


City 


Phone: ( ) 


Area 





Street Or P.O. Box 


Phone Number 
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ALADDIN 





State 
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ni Dorey 


HOME VIDEO 


HOME VIDEO 


Jurassic Park CAV/LTBX/THX 
Suggested Retail....$74.98 
Available October 12th 


Pre- Order 


Pre-Order Cut-off Date October Ist 


Jurassic Park CLV/LTBX/THX 
Suggested Retail....$44.98 
Available October 12th 


Pre- Order 


Pre-Order Cut-off Date October Ist 
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CAMCORNER BY TIMOTHY LIEBE 








Can Hi8 cut it for broad- 


cast? A local cable news 
station finds out in the field. 











Man Puanartda I anauNniaa 
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15251 Beach Blivd., Westminster, CA 92683 


1 (800) 624-3078 (Toll Free) © 1 (800) 626-1768 (In California) 
(714) 892-2283 (Local) FAX (714) 892-8369 


NOW TAKING PRE-ORDERS... 


lease Send Me The Following Laser Discs as soon as they are released by the studio... 


| 











_____Copiesof Aladdin CAV/LTX/THX $37.50 each — Pre-Order Cut-Off Sept. 11, 1994. 
_____Copiesof Aladdin CLV Non Letterbox $22.50 each _—_ Pre-Order Cut-Off Sept. 11, 1994. | 
Copies of Snow White & 7 Dwarfs CAV $75.00 each _—_ Pre-Order Cut-Off Oct. 16, 1994. | 
____Copiesof Snow White & 7 Dwarfs CLV $22.50 each —_— Pre-Order Cut-Off Oct. 16, 1994. 
Copies of Jurassic Park CAV/LTBX/THX $56.25 each _— Pre-Order Cut-Off Oct. 1, 1994. 
____Copiesof Jurassic Park CLV/LTBX/THX $33.75 each _—_— Pre-Order Cut-Off Oct. 1, 1994. 


_ Check Enclosed (Amount + $1.50 Handling Charge per Shipment). ) Bill My Credit Card. 
Please Note... You must fill out the shipping information form below to complete your order. 


All Pre-Orders Must Be Received Before Their Cut-Off Date To Receive The Sale Price! 





Shipping Information: Name: Address: 
Street Address or P.O. Box 


City ; State Zip Area Phone Number 


Credit Card Information: I am paying by : QL) VISA L) MC ) AMEX 


Card # Expiration 
Month Year 


Affix 
Stamp 
Post Office will 


not deliver 
mail without 
postage 
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15251 Beach Blvd., 
Westminster, CA 92683 
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Two recent features about THX speak- 
ers and processors, April’s “THX on Tri- 
al” by Brent Butterworth and May’s 
“The Decoder Debate” by Corey Green- 
berg, prompted a storm of observations. 
Last month’s “Forum” was devoted to 
comments from THX creator Lucasfilm, 
and our response. This issue’s edition in- 
cludes a selection of letters from readers. 


In praise of Kenwood 


I must protest the evaluation given the 
Kenwood THX system in the THX vs. 
non-THxX articles in the April and May 
issues. | own the Kenwood system and 
never encountered the problems sug- 
gested by Brent Butterworth and Corey 
Greenberg. It sounded to me that they 
wanted to give the Kenwood a bad rap 
because it is a low-priced model. For 
those on a bare-bones budget for Home 
THX, I think it is a viable and valuable 
option. I have never had any metallic, 
grungy or veiled sound with the system. 
I even watched Dick Tracy, which was 
mentioned in the article, and there was 
no out-of-tune piano in the movie ] lis- 
tened to. (Since I have yet to choose my 
final speakers, | am currently using non- 
THX speakers.) 

Compared to all the other home 
theater systems I have had or listened 
to, the Kenwood system, although not 
the best, ranks close to the top. I have 
my Kenwood set up in a small room and 
it always picks up every detail. Voices 
are crystal clear and not metallic. Base 
response is good, the steering is excel- 
lent, and the surround is smoother and 
better than the straight Pro-Logic sys- 
tems I’ve had in the past. I would not, 
however, use the Kenwood in a large 
room unless there is a different amp to 
go with it. 

I agree though that the Fosgate 
Model Three-A, which Greenberg said 
is in many ways the best sounding pro- 
cessor of the bunch, is the best I’ve ever 
heard: and well worth the price. I loved 
its crisp, hyper-detailed sound and deep 
base. Even within the confined show- 
room I heard it in, with JBL THX speak- 
ers, I thought I was in a THX movie 


house. 
However, I don’t agree with what 


Greenberg says about decorrelation, re- 














Round 2 
Debating THX 


equalization and some of the other proc- 
essing techniques THX provides. With- 
out these, I’ve found the surround to be 
too bright and tinny, and sometimes 
lackluster. Sounds jump suddenly from 
front to rear, which I find extremely dis- 
tracting. With the THX circuitry, I’ve 
found the surround to be perfectly 
matched with the front speakers, which 
makes the steering and ambient effects 
sound smoother and more natural. But 
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The Verdict 
Movies 
CHADS 


1 


HH 
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everybody likes different sounding sys- 
tems. Some go for brighter brassy sound, 
while some go for a more natural sound. 
Still, I must defend the Kenwood 
system from what I think is a gross injus- 
tice. The part of “The Decoder Debate” 
about the Kenwood was simply outra- 
geous. David L. Brumbaugh, 
Shippensburg, Virginia 


Honkers and squawkers 
I read “THX On Trial” with great inter- 


est. It raises the old issue about speakers 
that divides listeners into two camps: 
those who want uncolored sound, and 
those who prefer speakers with boomy 
bass that emphasize midrange and pro- 
duce screechy high frequencies. These 
should be called The Honkers and 
Squawkers (THS). 

I am horrified about what Lucasfilm 
is trying to do; I have given up on thea- 
ters that feature its logo. The sound is 
absolutely irritating, falling into the sec- 
ond camp with sound levels beyond the 





| threshold of pain. Your article is too 


kind to Lucasfilm. The conclusion that 
THX offers great sound for movie buffs 
rather than serious music listeners only 
guarantees that THX manufacturers will 
continue to advertise in your magazine. 


Albert Abramson, 
Woodland Hills, California 


THX, my way 


I too had the problem of deciding which 
speakers to buy for my new THX proc- 
essor: I hated the way my JBL THX sys- 
tem played rock music, and when I 
purchased JBL’s top-of-the-line floor- 
standing speakers, with Bose surrounds, 
the movies didn’t sound quite right. 
Then I heard a demonstration of the 
Bose AM-5 and 7 speakers and bought 
them on the spot. 

They sound wonderful and work for 
both home-theater and musical applica- 
tions. I have satellites hanging from the 
ceiling and two JAMO SW-5000 subs on 
the ground to please Mr. Lucas. If you 
are a music and a video buff, try the Bose 
speakers. They are an impressive work of 
art. My friends cannot believe those lit- 
tle speakers are delivering all that 
sound. 

Leland Berliner, 
La Quinta, California 


Two for one 


In “THX On Trial,” the suggested retail 
price of the complete M&K Home THX 
speaker system was given as $8,690 
without further explanation. However, 
the price includes two powered sub- 
woofers. While the other THX systems 
reviewed require two subwoofers to 
meet the THX performance standard, 
M&K meets the standard with a single 
subwoofer, reducing the system price to 
$6,495. Because the M&K subwoofer 
contains its own integral 400-watt RMS 
amplifier, its owners enjoy substantial 
savings by not having to purchase an ad- 
ditional outboard power amplifier. 
Charles D. Back, 
Executive Vice President, 
Miller & Kreisel Sound Corp., 
Culver City, California 
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SONY Hi8 VCR 

By Brent Butterworth 
Two years ago, Sony’s EV- 
$3000 Hi8 VCR won our 
hearts with outstanding 
picture quality and er- 
gonomics. It lacked only one feature — 
RC time code, which makes it possible to 
perform nearly frame-accurate edits 
when a machine with RC is used as the 
player. With the EV-S7000, Sony corrects 
this omission. And not only did Sony give 


the EV-S7000 RC time code, it added a 





“ ie ie 


EV-S7000 recording of multiburst pattern shows 
typical video frequency response for Hi8 VCR. 











| most edits are frame-accurate, with an 


Our tests of RC-equipped gear show that 


occasional in or out point being off by 
one (and in very few cases two) frames. 
The EV-S7000 is the first conventional 
VCR with RC time code. It clearly dem- 
onstrates the superiority of RC over 
Sony's LANC and Panasonic’s five-pin 





systems. Even when you're just editing by 
hand, RC makes your cuts frame-accu- 
rate, whereas other consumer editing 
decks may miss by several frames. You 
can even write RC time code onto previ- 
ously recorded 8mm and Hi8 tapes. 
The EV-S7000 incorporates an inte- 
gral edit controller that works with | 





| host of features any editing enthusiast is 
sure to appreciate. 

RC time code lets you edit with near- 
ly perfect accuracy —it tags each frame 
with its own number for accurate access. 


HOW TO READ THE RATINGS 
SEE PAGE 33 
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SPECS AND 
MEASUREMENTS 


Price: $2,100 


Weight & Size (h/w/d): 
18.8 Ibs., 4-3/8 x 18-3/4 
x 14-1/2 inches 


Power Use: 31 watts 


Jacks: front—S-video/ 
video/stereo audio input, 
LANC, 1/8-inch mic input, 
headphones; rear— 
S-video/video/stereo audio 
input, 2 S-video/video/ 
stereo outputs, RF input 
and output, LANC, cable 
box control output 


Tape Speeds: SP, LP 
Video Heads: 4 


Cue & Review Search: 
10x 


Visible Fast Forward And 
Rewind: shuttle dial 20x, 

10x, 4x, 2x, 1x, slow; 20x 
visual scan 


Fast Forward/Rewind 
Time: 2-1/4 min. for 120- 
min. tape, 1-minute high- 
speed rewind 





Edit Protocol: LANC/RC 
time code 


Program Start Locator/ 
Index/Cue: index with 
auto mark, manual mark 
and erase 


Audio: hi-fi AFM stereo, 
digital PCM stereo 


Tuning Method: frequency 
synthesis 


Channel Selectors: up/ 
down Melson scan 
on VCR, scan plus direct 
access on remote 


Preset Method: auto plus 
manual add/erase 


2 to 13, A to W, W+1 to 
W+58, A-5 to A-1, 
W+59 to W+ 84 


Timer: 8-event/1-month 


Special Features: VCR 
Plus with cable box con- 
trol, RC time code read/ 
write, frame advance, 
slow motion, speed play, 
jog/shuttle dial, flying 
erase head, digital audio, 
audio dub, timebase cor- 
rector, digital noise 





teduction, voice boost 





SONY EV-S7000 
Hi8 VCR 


eccceces 


PRICE: $2,100 
V-RATING: VV VV 





PICTURE 
SOUND 
FEATURES 
VALUE 


0 





RATINGS ARE RELATIVE TO THOSE FOR 
OTHER Hi8 VCRs 


BETTER — 


1 2 3 4 5 











Cable Tuning Range: A-8, 








RESULTS 


Horizontal Resolution: 
Hi8 400 lines, 8mm 250 
lines 


Picture S/N Ratios (dB): 
unweighted Hi8 luminance 
43.9 SP. 41.9 LP: weight- 
ed Hi8 luminance 50.8 
SP, 50.3 LP, unweighted 
8mm video 42.3 SP, 43.7 
LP; weighted 8mm video 
49.2 SP, 49.7 LP, chroma 
AM 45.2 SP, 44.3 LP; 
ial PM 43.9 SP, 44.3 


Audio Frequency 
Response: PCM 20 Hz-14 
kHz, +0.2/-3 dB, -24.6 
dB at 20 kHz; AFM hi-fi 
SP 20 Hz-10 kHz, +0/-3 
dB, -5.6 dB at 20 kHz; 
AFM hi-fi EP 20 Hz-4 
kHz, +0/-3 dB, -9.3 dB 
at 20 kHz 


apes Range: 76.1 dB 
PCM, 61.3 dB AFM 


Audio Distortion: PCM 
0.2%, AFM 0.3% 














_ LAB TESTS BY BERGER-BRAITHWAITE LABS 








easy-to-use manual on the left side of 

LANC-equipped VCRs and camcorders | focus ring on the PANASONIC PV-S64 the camcorder are 

(including many Sony, Nikon, Ricoh, | front of the lens S-VHS-C CAMCORDER small and so closely- 
| Yashica and Canon models). The con- | (the PV-S62 had a eseeees Saped (opethier os 

troller lets you mark the start and stop | thumbwheel for fo- PRICE: 91 dee - to make on-the-fly 

points of eight scenes, then automatically | cus), with the auto/ V-RATING: VVVV\/ calachion: dithenle. 

assemble them onto another tape. You SETTER ——— The S-VHS off/auto 

can use the EV-S7000 as the playback | (RRMA PICTURE continued 

deck or the recorder. However, it’s best to | § 4; SOUND on page 31 

use it as the player, if possible, otherwise CAUTION | FEATURES 


| whole-hog on this deck — it has a futuris- 
























PANASONIC manual focus button directly below, but 
| S-VHS-C CAMCORDER recessed so it can’t be accidentally jos- 
oo SORE SOIR YSI GTE ST GE ean PUAN erat tled. The autofocus works well, too. It’s as 


fast and stable as most through-the-lens 
By Timothy Liebe designs — good enough that I forgot about 
Panasonic’s PV-S64 is a | it after I started shooting. 

sort of grandchild to the 
PV-S62 of a couple years 
back, a capable middle-of- 





the-pack S-VHS-C consumer camcorder. 
With the PV-S64, Panasonic has added a 
color viewfinder (also on the PV-S63), 
oe sine chucked some features, and added new 
Digital Stereo / Hi-Fi Stereo ones. The result, as is often the case in 


AG TIME CODE / PROGRAM ASSEMBLE ED consumer electronics, is a mix of poten- 


CABLE BOX CONTROL / TIME BASE CORRE 


tial and limitation. 

Ergonomically, the approximately 
three-pound (including battery and 
tape), paperback-sized PV-S64 is laid out 
somewhat better than the PV-S62, where | Multiburst pattern shows very good video frequency 
functions appeared to have been placed | response of PV-S64 recorder section. 
with little thought as to whether they 
VIDEO CASSETTE RECORDER Sc might or might not be useful while shoot- There’s no manual iris, but there is an 
ing. One major advantage now is a little | unusual three-step backlight compensa- 
locking compartment that houses the | tor. This gives enough of a range of ad- 








O camcorder’s infrared remote control—it | justment so that you'll probably rarely 
won’t get lost as easily as the ones on pre- | miss the manual iris. 
vious models. Still, there’s a good deal of room for 





improvement on the PV-S62. The spe- 
cial-feature buttons 


Another ergonomic plus is the PV- 
$64’s easy-to-find, 





























































you'll get little benefit from RC time RELEASE Go W VALUE eee ee ee 


\ S: RATINGS ARE RELATIVE TO THOSE FOR 


f j OTHER S-VHS AND Hi8 CAMCORDERS. 
Sony’s design department really went 









































tic look that will appeal to technophiles. 
The controls sit on a sturdy panel that 


 % 
REMOTE \NY 





slides out at the touch of a button. A lu- ad CONTROL 
minescent display on™ ay iy 
sits atop the panel. x12 Panasonic| 

The positioning of X20 DIGITAL zoom Palmcorder 


the display can 
make it hard to 
read—you have to 
be close to the 
deck to see it. 
Also, you can only 
see the display 


NORMAL Bis WB 


N DynAmorphous HOLD 
nA TR SPEED 
A METAL HEAD 4 ‘ 20.3040 SP SLP 


from above, so it’s MoBEIsEl il 
impractical to COLOR SEL CLOCK set 

place the EV- 

$7000 in the top space in oe BACK LIGHT 
an equipment rack. COLOR ey 

Like the EV-S3000, BiGaAL DIGITAL 

the EV-S7000 features an SELECT Els —D.200M— STROBE i : 

° * STABILIZATION 

integral timebase corrector, He 

or TBC. The TBC corrects Her VERS 
| i ‘—— MEMORY — MODE — START 
| errors caused by the inherent [DIGITAL WIPE /Mix] 





continued on page 30 
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SONY HI8 CAMCORDER 


By Stewart Applegath 
With the introduction of 
the CCD-TRIO1 in 1992, 
Sony gave us a benchmark 
camcorder. In addition to 
the manual controls previously available, 
it added a premium-quality optical stabi- 
lizer which set the standard for the indus- 
try. The new CCD-TR700—essentially a 
TRIO with a color viewfinder and RC 
time code—is a case of a classic unit 
that’s been updated both cosmetically 
and with some important new features. 
Sony maintained for some time that 
the relatively limited TR500 was King 
101’s successor. One couldn’t help but feel 
a sense of loss, much like that when Ford 





Multiburst pattern recorded on CCD-TR700 shows 
slightly limited frequency response for Hi8. 





tried to “update” the Mustang — “im- 
provements” just spoiled the deal. But with 
the TR700, Sony climbs back into the 
driver’s seat. 

The inclusion of RC time code is a 





—» HOLD 


START/STOP 


INDEX DISPLAY 
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SPECS AND 
MEASUREMENTS 


Price: $1,900 


Weight & Size (h/w/d): 
camcorder 2.1 Ibs., bat- 
dt 0.6 Ibs.; 4-3/8 x 
4-3/8 x 8-5/8 inches 


Power Use: 6 volts, 6.5 
watts 


Image Sensor: 1/3-inch 
ccD 


Viewfinder Controls: di- 
opter focus, position, 
color, hue and brightness 


Key Features: speed play, 
reverse play. flying erase 
head, RC time code, im- 
age stabilizer 





Lens: f/1.6-3.1; 10x 
(6.1-61mm) power zoom 


Filter Diameter: 52mm 


Minimum Focusing Dis- 
tance: wide-angle 7 inch, 
tele 37 inches 


Auto focus: contrast-type 
TTL switchable to wheel- 
operated manual 


Iris: auto and pro- 
grammed AE modes for 
Portrait, sports, high- 
speed shutter and twilight 


Fader: to black or mosa- 
ic, trigger-operated 


Shutter Speeds (sec.): 
1/60 normal and twilight, 
1/60-1/2,000 portrait, 
1/60-1/500 sports, 
1/4,000 high-speed shut- 
ter 


White Balance: auto 
switchable to hold, out- 
door or indoor 


Viewfinder: color LCD 
Audio: hi-fi AFM stereo 





Microphone: stereo elec- 
tret condenser with zoom 
mode 
Jacks: S-video/video/ster- 
eo audio input/output, 
extemal mic input, head- 
hones, LANC remote, 
C out for RF convertor 


be Speeds: SP, LP 
(play only) 


Video Heads: 2 
Edit Search: 1x 


Cue & Review Search: 
forward 9x, reverse 7x 


Visible Fast Forward And 
Rewind: skip scan—hold 
down FF or rew. button 


Fast Forward/Rewind 
Time: 6-1/4 min. for 120- 
min. tape 


Edit Protocol: LANC/RC 
time code 


Program Start Locator/ 
Index/Cue: index with 
mark and erase 





RESULTS 


Horizontal Resolution: 
camera 470 lines, VCR 
- lines, viewfinder 350 
ines 


Picture S/N Ratios (dB): 
unweighted luminance 46, 
weighted luminance 51.1, 
unweighted video 45.8, 
weighted video 50.2, 
chroma AM 45.7, chroma 
PM 39.8 

Minimum Hlumination: 
6.2 lux for 50 IRE 


Approx. Battery Life 
ae focus/no zoom): 
0 min. 


Audio Frequency 
Response: 50 Hz-11 kHz, 
+ 0/-3dB, -5.3 at 20 Hz 
and 20 kHz 


Hi-Fi Dynamic Range: 68 
dB 


Audio Distortion: 0.3% 





welcome step forward —the TR700 costs 
almost $2,000 less than other current 
camcorders with RC time code. This fea- 
ture allows editing with accuracy of 
roughly plus or minus one frame. The 
TRIO1 was perhaps the ideal travel cam- 
era; Sony now gives us a tool to put trips 















SONY CCD-TR700 HIS 
CAMCORDER 


PRICE: $1,900 
V-RATING: VVVVV 


BETTER —> 











PICTURE 
SOUND 
FEATURES 
VALUE 
o 1 2 3 4 


RATINGS ARE RELATIVE TO THOSE FOR 
OTHER Hi8 AND S-VHS CAMCORDERS. 
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together with panache. 

The color viewfinder is probably the 
most discussed addition to the TR700. It 
also may be the camera's Achilles’ heel. 
These viewfinders are fun to use, but are 
not appropriate for serious videography. 
With 350 lines of resolution on a tiny 
LCD, you cannot get a lot of detail, al- 
though it is better than the LCD view- 
finders on most low-end 
camcorders. 


FORMS 4 WITO LOCK 
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Handycam video Hi8 
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We noticed both si smearing and lag 
(especially on tilt shots) on the LCD. 
This occurs in Both regular and Steady- 
Shot modes, but does not appear in the 
recording. The smear is less pronounced 
on sports exposure presets. The color 
viewfinder changes a lot of things. In our 
minds, the color LCD is more life-like, 
regardless of manual focus problems or 
color distortion. 

Cosmetically, there have been a 
number of changes. Several of the con- 
trols have been relocated and it has a 
new, slightly squat profile. The moves 
make good sense, for the most part. The 
on/off power control has been shifted 
down and to the side, making it more 
visible and within easy reach. The stabi- 
lizer and a number of camera/edit con- 
trols have also been shifted, but to less 
effect. 

In the same way that Sony made the 
TR500 more of a point-and-shoot unit, 
so it has tried to update the TRIO1— 
four of the major manual adjustments 
are now hidden behind a sliding cover 
that, when closed, sets the camera to 
full auto mode. Open the cover and you 
have access to manual focus, iris, expo- 
sure presets and white balance. If you 
have large fingers, you may curse Sony 
for this change—we had a mixed reac- 
tion. I found the opening barely big 
enough for proper access, while others 
feel it has a way of guiding your finger to 
the controls. 

Gone is the manual shutter con- 
trol—replacing it are auto exposure pre- 
sets which control shutter speed and iris. 
The presets are normal/twilight, por- 
trait, sports and high-speed shutter. 

The manual focus ring and iris 
thumbwheel are much easier to access 
and use than those on the TR500. (That 
unit’s somewhat flimsy pop-out control 
panel never appealed much to us.) 
While the TR700 also has a manual 
white-balance adjustment (missing on 
the TR500), you can’t use the view- 
finder to judge white balance. Small 
LCD’s aren’t capable of accurate color 
rendition. However, if you prefer to set a 
camera to auto and get busy, you will 
probably be more than happy with the 
TR700. 

We're pleased that the TR101 has 
been updated without sacrificing the op- 
tical stabilization system. Both normal 
and SteadyShot images look great. 

Carried over from the TRIO1 is the 
full-range autofocus, which does the job 
quickly from a half-inch to infinity. 
However, if you are a stickler for manual 
focus, you may have difficulties — the fo- 
cus ring is a lot less useful due to the 
poor resolution of the LCD. I found it 
difficult to judge fine focus. 

Sony has significantly improved the 


tape-eject system— the carriage opens 
quickly (about twice as fast as the 
TRIO1) without having to lift a cover 
panel first. 

Many of the TR700’s features are 
continuations of those offered on the 
TR101—like mark/index functions. 
However, mark/index functions inter- 
fere with RC time code, since index 
marks destroy time and data code for 
the duration of the mark. New with the 
TR700 are slow-motion playback capa- 


bility, a mosaic fader and a viewfinder 
menu that lists more auxiliary controls. 
Sony has dropped the titling capability 
offered on the TRIOI. 

The 700’s VTR functions are hidden 
behind a flip-up panel on top. This 
seems like an unnecessary addition. It’s a 
bit awkward to access because of its 
proximity to the viewfinder. Close by, 
the TR700’s zoom rocker’s two-speed 
action is comparable to the TRIOI’s, but 


continued on page 82 








THE VIDEO EDITING & PRODUCTION EXPERTS 


800-323-2325 


Now Toll Free 
in Canada 


10-12 Charles Street, Glen Cove, NY 11542 FAX 516-671-3092 


SUNPAK 
MEMORY-FREE 


NiCad Battery 
with 3 stage LED 
Unlike 
conventional 
rechargeable 
NiCad batteries, 
the new Sunpak 
RB-80UL is 
RB-SOUL Memory-Free. This 
ultra-high capacity (2700 mAh) 
battery provides up to 2.5 hours of 


AP200W 





SUNPAK 


°® 


VIDEO 
TRIPOD 


The new SLIK 

U8000 features a 

modern design, 

titanium finish 

and ultra- 

smooth fluid 

head. The 

sturdy 3 part U8000 














running time on today’s most 
popular 8mm and VHS-C 

camcorders. Plus, it’s compatible 

with your camcorder's charger and 

will provide up to 5 times the 
number or recharges of other so- 

| called no memory batteries. 

Comes with LIFETIME WARRANTY 


569° 


RB-80U-without LED *4 99° 





Remote Control Auto Pan/Tilt Head 
Mount your camcorder on Sunpak’s 
pan head, place on tripod & get in the 
action with everyone else! Infra-red 
signal controls pan & tilt plus lens 
zoom & record/pause of Sony, JVC, 
Hitachi & Canon camcorders. 


Powered by 6v battery § 00 
(not included). 149 
Optional 20’ remote sensor cord 9% 





| $10 OFF RB-BOUL — purchase of AP-200W 





telescopic legs & gear drive, positive 
elevation center column extend to a 
maximum height of 59”. The space 
age lightweight design yields a total 
weight of only 3.25 Ibs! Add to this 
the patented dual purpose quick 
release that works with both 
camcorders & 35mm 
cameras, & you have the $49°° 
best value ever for a tripod! 

U8000 with SLIK custom tripod case 


| The Ultimate Editing Spats Rated #1 By Our Techs! 


JXSV55 


Over the past ten years we have helped 
thousands of people get started in video 
editing. One system that is easy to hook- 
up, compatible with all formats, and 
praised time and time again is the JVC 


USER & JXT88. 
ry JVC JXSV55 
by JVC JXT88 
# Deluxe Cable Kit 


“hook-up guide & how-to manual” 6.95 


J 3M Black Watch 4410 Tape 


JXT88 


399,00 
249.00 
29.95 


9,95 





What makes this a great editing system? 


© Color character generator-add titles and scroll credits 
in 8 different colors and 4 type sizes 

e Audio mixer- add music and/or narration 

¢ Special effects generator- fade and wipe to color 
backgrounds between scenes 

¢ S-VHS/ Hi8 Color processor- correct poor lighting 
situations or improper white balance 

¢ Video enhancement-make clearer copies 


3M B LAC K WATC H i Because Memorles Were Meant to Last Forever! 


When 3M set out to design & manufacture 3M Black Watch Tape it created 
more than just a tape-it created a time capsule worthy of storing your fondest 
memories. This video tape is so advanced that it is better than professional 
broadcast quality. Why settle for anything less? 

Available in all formats * Call for info & pricing! 


3M Black Watch is not the least expensive tape, ... 


it is the best!!! 
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MSB Technology Corporation 


By Brent Butterworth 

A few years ago, high-end 
audio engineers found that 
using the digital output of 
a laserdisc player to drive 
their digital-to-analog convertors gave 
them better sound than using the digital 
output of a typical CD player. Appar- 
ently, the sturdier mechanism and beefier 
power supply of a laserdisc player reduce 
jitter, or slight irregularities in the timing 
of digital data. Research has since shown 
that high amounts of jitter in digital au- 
dio datastreams correlate directly with 
sonic artifacts noted in listening tests. 








The MSB LS-1's excellent video frequency re- 
| sponse is shown in this multiburst pattern. 





Since then, a few high-end audio 
companies have created CD transport 
mechanisms based on the guts of a laser- 
disc player. The machines still play laser- 
discs, but they have no internal D/A 
convertors — you must provide your own. 


(D/A convertors start at $200.) Most of 
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MSB GOLD LS-1 LASERDISC 
TRANSPORT & MS-1 D/A CONVERTOR 


eeoecces 


PRICE: $6,390 
V-RATING: VVVV\W 


BETTER — 








PICTURE 
SOUND 
FEATURES 
VALUE 


1 2 3 4 5 


RATINGS ARE RELATIVE TO THOSE FOR 
OTHER LASERDISC PLAYERS 














| these transports incorporate modifica- 


tions (usually a sturdier chassis, new digi- 
tal circuitry boards and power-supply 
improvements) designed to reduce jitter 
even further. They also add a variety of 
digital interfaces that produce lower jitter 
than the Toslink optical interface found 





on many laserdisc players. 

The first of these high-end laserdisc 
transports were based on a rather outdat- 
ed Philips transport mechanism without 
side-changing. But two companies, Run- 
co and MSB Technology, have designed 
laserdisc transports around the same 
mechanism found in Panasonic’s LX-900, 
which offers automatic side-changing 
and, in our experience, better video. 

The $2,995 MSB LS-1 transport re- 
viewed here actually has fewer features 
than the LX-900; the main omissions are 
the jog dial and digital effects on CLV 
discs. A jog dial makes it easy to step for- 
ward and backward frame-by-frame. Dig- 
ital effects let you get still frames, slow 
motion, speed play and clean search from 
CLV discs, which are by far the most 
common type. 


Instead of digital effects, the LS-1 of- 











SPECS AND 
MEASUREMENTS 


Price: transport $2,995, 
D/A $3,395 


Weight & Size (h/w/d): 
transport 50 Ibs., 6 x 
18-3/8 x 16-1/2; D/A 46 
Ibs., 1-1/8 x 17-1/2 x 15 
inches 


Power Use: 58 watts 
(transport) 





Disc Formats: 12- and 
8-inch LD, 5-inch CD- 
Video, 5- and 3-inch CD 


Direct Search: max. 12 
secs. on one side 


Side-Change Time: 11 
secs 


Cue & Review Search: 
maximum 3 min. on one 
side 


Program Start Locator/ 
Index/Cue: frame, time, 
oe and points 


Jacks: transport — 
§-video/video output, ster- 
eo analog audio output; 
Toslink, coaxial and ST 
digital audio data outputs 





lor gages: $495 option): 
/A— stereo digital audio 
output; coaxial and ST 
fe audio data inputs 
Sy S/EBU or extra coaxial 
CA input $440 option) 


Analog Audio: hi-fi AFM 
stereo/dual mono 


Digital Audio: stereo/dual 
mono with dual bitstream 
D/A convertors 


Key Features: automatic 
side-changing, shuttle 
dial, coaxial and ST digital 
outputs inputs (AES/EBU 
optional) 


RESULTS 
Dynamic Range: 101.1 dB 











S/N Ratios (dB): un- 
weighted luminance 46.3, 
weighted luminance 49.8, 
unweighted video 46.2, 
weighted video 50.6, 
chroma AM 44.6, chroma 
PM 44.2 


Audio Frequency Re- 

roe digital 10 Hz-20 
kHz, +.0/-0.1 dB; analog 
o Hz-20 kHz, + 2.4/-1.9 


Horizontal Resolution: 
425 lines 


Audio S/N: digital 98.8 
dB, analog 67.1 dB 


Audio Distortion: a 
0.05%, analog 0.06 














fers clear scan. Implementation of clear 
scan varies from player to player, but the 
LS-1 has our favorite type —it alternates 
short moving pictures with brief gray 
fields. This is not as good as digital ef- 
fects, but better than the rolling images 
many players give you on CLV search. 

MSB stripped most of the controls 
from the LS-I’s front panel—it only has 
buttons for open/close, stop, play, power 
and forward/reverse chapter skip. The 
LX-900’s plastic faceplate and disc tray 
door have been junked in favor of thick 
anodized aluminum. The tray door 
closes with a resounding “ka-chunk.” 

The top cover is made from thick, 
smoky Plexiglas, and the base is made 
from six iron sheets separated by layers 
of damping material. 

The remote is much like the one for 
Panasonic’s LX-600. MSB covers the 
face of the remote with a gold-colored 


Separated At 
Birth? 

The MSB LS-1 
transport uses a 
remote almost 
identical to that 
of Panasonic’s 
LX-600 combi 
player. 











metal plate. With the D/A convertor 
separate, the right/left/stereo button 
only works on analog audio signals. 

The rear panel has video and 
S-video outputs, plus analog audio out- 
puts (these carry only the FM audio sig- 
nals—remember, there’s no D/A 
convertor). The .LS-1 offers three digital 
audio outputs — Toslink (which is driven 
by the LX-900’s original digital circuitry, 
not by MSB's), coaxial and AT&T ST- 
type glass fiber. For $495 extra, MSB will 
add an AES/EBU output. 

The company also plans a $3,995 
player with an internal D/A, and a mul- 
timedia transport that will play laser- 
discs, CDs, CD + Gs, CD-ROMs and 
Photo CDs. (What a cool idea!) The 
MSB line can be hard to find; the com- 
pany invites readers and dealers seeking 
info to call 510-653-7700. 


Our measurements and comparison 





tests indicate a video quality rating of 
four. A double-blind visual comparison 
with the CLD-97 showed that the LS-1’s 
picture offers slightly more detail, but 
also more noise, especially in shots of 
blue sky. Overall, the picture is compa- 
rable to that of the LX-900, but not as 
good as those of the very best players, 
like the Pioneer CLD-97 and LD-S2. 

The LS-1’s Y/C separator (which 
feeds the S-video output) is quite good, 
although not as clean as the one on the 
CLD-97, or the ones you'll find in top 
TV sets of the past three years or so. If 
your TV is a few years old, chances are 
you'll get a better picture using the 
LS-1’s S-video output. 

We tried the LS-1 with MSB’s 
$3,395 PS-1 D/A convertor. The PS-1 is 
built into an isolation plate, a sandwich 
like that used for the base of the LS-1. 
You can actually squeeze the PS-1— the 
damping material gives a little bit. 

The PS-1 comes with coaxial and ST 
inputs. For $440 extra, you can get an 
extra coax input, or an AES/EBU input 
in place of the coax. It has a phase 
switch on the front (which can improve 
the sound on recordings in which phase 
is reversed), and a switch labeled MSB 
Effect, which seems to very slightly de- 
emphasize high frequencies. 

The maximum output level is six 
volts, much higher than the two-volt 
CD standard. Most gear can take this 
much juice, but it can cause problems 
for Pro-Logic decoders. MSB can supply 
a two-volt version of the PS-1. 

The PS-1 has the smooth, almost an- 
alog-like quality we expect from high- 
end digital audio. The stereo imaging is 
terrific, and we never heard the harsh- 
ness so often found in digital audio prod- 
ucts. In single-blind comparisons 
between the LS-1/PS-1 and the CLD-97, 
the LS-1/PS-1 sounded a little less de- 
tailed, with softer highs and fatter bass. 

With the reference system we 
used —B&W 803 speakers, a Cello Pal- 
ette preamp, a Cello Duet 350 amp and 
Cello and Monster cables—the PS-1 
sounded slightly restrained. We’d guess 
that MSB designed the PS-1 using a fair- 
ly bright-sounding reference system, 
which would blend well with a softer- 
sounding D/A. Thus, the PS-1 might 
make a good companion for products 
with reputations for strong treble. 

We also tried comparing the sound 
of the LS-1 with the CLD-97 used only 
as a transport, with both plugged into 
the PS-1. There was a slight difference, 
but nothing we feel is worth discussing. 

Overall, the MSB LS-1/PS-1 combi- 
nation offers an impressive level of per- 
formance, but this performance comes 
at a price thousands higher than com- 
peting products like the CLD-97. . 


CAMERAS * AUDIO + VIDEO 
2570 €6 ST. BKLYN, N.Y. 11214 
FOR ORDERS (USA & CANADA) CALL: 


1-800-788-5555 


INFO:(71%) 265-600 CUSTOMER SERVICE: (71%) 2651723 
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AUDIO ¢ VCR'S e CAMCORDERS 


One of Minolta's 
video largest Coast to Coast 
dealers camera and video dealers 
HUNDREDS OF THE LATEST PHOTO, AUDIO, 
VIDEO, & HOME THEATER COMPONENTS. 
«BATTERIES, EDITORS, MICROPHONES & 


CHARGER-DISCHARGERS. 
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T.V. TIME MANAGER 
The New T.V. Allowance can restrict the 
amount of time your children can watch T.V. 
& play video Games. 


As Seen On: + The Oprah Winfrey Show - 
CBS This Morning - NBC Today : & The 
ABC Home Show... Call For Details! 
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SAMSUNG 
8MM CAMCORDER 


ed 


By Brent Butterworth 


Sony clones are common 
in the camcorder world. 
Mirror-image models of 
many Sonys are available 
from Ricoh, Nikon and Yashica. But two 
companies — Fuji and Samsung — take 
the basic Sony subcompact 8mm design 
and add many twists of their own. The 
Samsung SCX953 is a good example. 
We don’t know how many of its parts 
(if any) actually come from Sony, but the 
SCX953 closely resembles many Sony 
8mms— it has the same moveable view- 
finder, the same input/output and mic 
jack configuration, the same NP-55-type 
battery and the same lock switch sur- 








SAMSUNG SCX953 8mm 
CAMCORDER 


PRICE: $800 











V-RATING: VVVVW 
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RATINGS ARE RELATIVE TO THOSE FOR 
OTHER 8mm AND VHS CAMCORDERS 
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and a headphone jack, but the SCX953 
has both. These are important — unless 
they’re there, it’s usually impossible to im- 
prove the audio when necessary. And as 
we'll see, they’re especially important on 
the SCX953. 

The SCX953 also offers five auto ex- 
posure modes. These help compensate 
for the fact that it doesn’t have a manual 
iris control. The modes include sports, 





Limited frequency response of the SCX953 (typical 
of 8mm) is seen in the attenuated vertical bars. 


rounding the red run/pause button. How- 
ever, the SCX953 retains features that 
Sony seems to be abandoning on its 8mm 
camcorders, including a titler, manual 
white balance control (with auto, indoor, 
outdoor and hold settings) and a shutter 
speed control (eight speeds to 1/4,000- 
second). 

Two other advanced features usually 
left off 8mm camcorders (all camcorders, 
for that matter) are a microphone jack 





SPECS AND 
MEASUREMENTS 


Price: $800 

Weight & Size (h/w/d): 
camcorder 1.8 Ibs., bat- 
ef 0.4 Ibs.; 4-3/8 x 
4-1/4 x 7 inches 





Power Use: 6 volts, 7.2 
watts 
Image Sensor: 1/3-inch 
ccd 


Lens: {/1.8, 8x (6-48 
mm) power zoom 


Filter Diameter: 37mm 


Minimum Focusing Dis- 
tance: wide-angle 1 inch, 
tele 30 inches 


Autofocus: TTL contrast 
type, switchable to rock- 
er-operated manual with 
pushbutton (one-shot) 
auto 

Iris: auto and pro- 
grammed AE modes for 





high contrast, sports, pic- 
nic, spotlight, photo 
(portrait) and sunlight 
Fader: to black, hold- 
down type; box wipes in 
any of 8 colors 

Shutter Speeds (sec.): 
1/60 (normal), 1/100, 
1120, 1/250, 1/500, 
1/1,000, 1/2,000, 1/4,000 
White Balance: auto 
switchable to hold, indoor 
or outdoor 

Viewfinder: black-and- 
white CRT 

Viewfinder Controls: di- 
opter focus, position, 
brightness and contrast 





Microphone: stereo elec- 
tret condenser 

Jacks: video/stereo 
audio input/output, exter- 
nal mic input, 
headphones, DC out to 
RF convertor 

pio Speeds: SP, LP 
(play only) 

Video Heads: 2 

Edit Search: 1x 

Cue & Review Search: 
forward 9x, reverse 8x 
Fast Forward/Rewind 
Time: 8-1/4 min. for 120- 
min. tape 

Audio: hi-fi AFM stereo 








Titles/Graphics: 1 page, 8 
colors, with scroll, re- 
verse, and wipes — box, 
double vertical, double 
horizontal and top curtain 
Timer: 10-second delay 
for 30-second shot or to 
end of tape; 1-second re- 
cord every 30 seconds, 1 
minute, 2 minutes or 5 
minutes 

Key Features: flying 
erase head, self-timer, 
time lapse 


RESULTS 


Horizontal Resolution: 
camera 300 lines, VCR 
230 lines 





Picture S/N Ratios (dB): 
unweighted video 43.1, 
weighted video 48.3, 
chroma AM 43.6, chroma 
PM 43.8 


Minimum Ilumination: 
5.2 lux for 50 IRE 


Approx. Battery Life 
ad focus/no zoom): 
10 min. 


Audio Frequency 
Response: 50 Hz-15 kHz, 
+0.1/-3 dB; -11.5 dB at 
20 Hz. -4.4 dB at 20 kHz 


Hi-Fi Dynamic Range: 
56.6 dB 


Audio Distortion: 0.4% 
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TECHNOLOGY UPDATE 





How to get surround sound 
without buying the theater... 


An amazing new surround sound decoder turns your existing 
stereo system into a multi-channel home theater. 


By Charles Anton 


s much as I love renting videos, it’s just 
, not the same as seeing a movie in a the- 
MP ater. | remember the first time I saw Top 
Gun. I nearly jumped out of my seat when the 
planes flew overhead. One of the reasons 
movies seem so real is because surround sound 
makes it seem like you're actually there. Now 
there’s an incredible new device that lets you 
use a stereo receiver to 
get that same surround 
sound in your home. 





It takes more than just 
four speakers to get sur- 
round sound; there needs 
to be some way of sepa- 
rating the signals. The 
new Chase Technologies 
HTS-1 decoder does just 
that, and in a revolution- 
ary way that rivals the 
best Dolby Pro-Logic and 
THX systems available. 


Wins over critics. Gary 
Reber, editor and pub- 
lisher of the most author- 
itative magazine on home 
theater systems, Wide- 
screen Review, stated, 
“...passive matrix de- 
coders such as the new 
Chase HTS-1 work great 
as Dolby. Surround™ 
extractors, and sound ex- 
ceptionally natural when 
used for motion picture 
soundtracks and music.” 


Passive circuit. In 

1972, legendary audio 

pioneer David Hafler in- 

vented a passive circuit to 
extract the “L minus R” 
| difference signals in 
) 





Surround sound/home theater has be- 
come the rage of the 90’s because it adds 
depth and realism to stereo sound, giv- 
ing you the home theater experience. It 
makes you feel like you're actually at a 
concert or movie theater. To “fill a room” 
with surround sound, you need more than 
two channels. That's the beauty of the 
HTS-1; it provides four channels of sound 
from any two-channel stereo source. 


Free center channel. By connecting 
your VCR or laserdisc player to your TV, 
you get sound from your TV speaker, this 
acts as the fifth or “center channel.’ , 
Adjusting your TV's volume gives Ou 
much or as little “center channel” local- 








stereo soundtracks. Because the circuit was 
patented, it was only available on expensive 
Hafler products. Now that the patent has ex- 
pired, Chase can make this amazing decoding 
system available at a fraction of the cost! 

Breakthrough technology. The HTS-1 is able 
to decode the Dolby Surround™ signal in a 
videotape or laserdisc because the spatial and 
depth cues have been 
matrixed into the “L 
minus R” portion of 
the two-channel stereo 
soundtrack. By decoding 
passively, the HTS-1 
avoids costly and noisy 
signal processing. Plus 
you don’t need any ad- 
ditional amps! Just con- 
nect the HTS-1 to your 
existing stereo system, 
add two speakers for the 
rear, and you'll experi- 
ence the magic of home 
theater at a fraction of 
the cost of other systems. 


Concert sound. The 
HTS-1 also decodes the 
ambience found in all 
music recordings. This 
sense of space, or “con- 
cert hall acoustics,” is 
present in all CDs and 
cassettes, especially live 
recordings. John Sunier, 
the leading authority on 
surround sound and 
producer of Audiophile 
Audition, a nationally 
syndicated radio pro- 
gram for audio enthusi- 
asts, says, “...the new 
Chase HTS-1, when used 














BPW Passive. The HTS-1 is passive, meaning it 
requires no AC current. It actually sounds 
better than active decoders, producing more 

clarity, more detail, no noise, a greater sense of space 

and zero distortion. This superior system is a break- 
through unique to Chase. 


Active. All Dolby Pro-Logic decoders (even 
the built-in units) are active, meaning they 
decode and amplify the signal electronical- 
ly. This can induce noise and distortion, hindering 
the home theater experience. This is an example 
where “more is less.” Spending thousands of dol- 
lars on an active system will not give you the per- 
formance of the HTS-1 decoder. Try it for yourself. 


to decode the 
hidden ambi- 
ence in all mu- 
sical record- 
ings, definitely 
outperforms all 
the Dolby and 
THX processors 
which could 
cost you up to 
$3,000... I am 


ad 


impressed! 








The HTS-1 decoder makes your 
movies come to life, bringing the 
theater experience home. 


Easy installation. Hooking up the HTS-1 is 
easy. Simply connect the speaker outputs of 
your receiver or amp to the HTS-1, then connect 
speaker wire to the front and rear speakers. The 
rear channel speakers don’t have to be big. In 
fact, we recommend the Chase ELF-1 in either 
black or white finish to match your decor. They 
can be mounted with enclosed color-matched 
mounting brackets or can be flush mounted on 
the wall. They 
are also water 
and weather- 
proof, so they 
can be used 
indoors or out. 


Risk-free 
home trial. 
Let’s face it— 
the best way to 
evaluate sur- 
round sound is in your home, not in a show- 
room. That’s why we're offering this risk-free 
home trial. We're so sure you'll be delighted 
with the quality of these products and the sur- 
round sound experience that we are giving 
you 30 days to try them for yourself. If they’re 
not everything we say, return them for a com- 
plete “No Questions Asked” refund. 


HTS-1 Home Theater Decoder............ $79 $6 S&H 

Speakers designed by Chase for the HTS-1: 

ELF-1 Rear Channel Speakers .......... $99 pr $6 S&H 
Please mention promotional code 113-VM1105. 





The ELF-1 rear channel speakers 
integrate perfectly with the HTS-1. 


For fastest service call toll-free 24 hours a day 


800-992-2966 
B= os & 


To order by mail, send check or money order for the 
total amount including S&H (VA residents add 4.5% 


sales tax.) Or charge it to your credit card, enclosing 
your account number and expiration date. 








INDUSTRIES 


2820 Waterford Lake Drive Suite 106 
Midlothian, Virginia 23113 
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landscape, backlight compensation, por- 
trait and snow. The sports mode is a safe 
bet, because it doesn’t correct expo- 
sure —it just uses the highest shutter 
speed possible for the lighting condi- 
tions, so you can get clear stills and slo- 
mo when subjects are moving quickly. 
The other modes are intended to 
correct the exposure in unusual situa- 
tions. Of course, unusual situations (like 
backlighting) vary considerably in de- 
gree, and sometimes the only way to 
achieve perfect compensation is with a 
manual iris control. But these settings 
will at least get you in the ballpark. 
For some reason we can’t fathom, 
superimposing titlers have all but disap- 
peared from camcorders. A superim- 
poser memorizes a scene in high- 
contrast — dark areas will be opaque 
(usually one of eight colors) and light ar- 
eas will let the video show through, or 
vice-versa. You can call up this image 
whenever you want. Usually, you'll use 
hand-printed text, typeset text or a 
printed logo as title material. The super- 
imposer can add a real creative touch, 
especially if you don’t have special-ef- 
fects gear to add titles during editing. 
The SCX953’s titler is especially ver- 
satile. It adds a thin outline to titles, 





which makes them much easier to read. 
It can wipe titles in from the bottom of 
the screen, and wipe them out toward 
the top. It can also box-wipe titles (they 
wipe in from the edges toward the cen- 
ter), and create box wipes in or out from 
any of eight colors. 

Anyone possessing even a little ex- 
perience should adapt readily to the 
SCX953’s control layout. There are lots 
of small buttons, but the controls for 
white balance, fade, manual focus and 
auto lock/manual mode are larger, and 
easier to find by feel. The titler buttons 
have a unique rectangular shape that 
makes them easy to use. 

We wish, though, that Samsung had 
made the program auto exposure button 
larger and more convenient to use. 
There’s also a remote control that han- 
dles playback functions, plus run/pause 
and zoom when you're shooting. 

The SCX953 scores well in picture 
quality — it ranks just a hair below as the 
best 8mm machines we've tried. The 
color rendition is spot-on. Detail is good, 
perhaps only very slightly lower than the 
most detailed 8mm pictures we’ve seen. 
(Test shots revealed a slightly low hori- 
zontal resolution of about 230 lines.) 
Noteworthy picture problems include a 





barely noticeable amount of luminance 
noise (snow), and a small amount of 
chroma PM noise. The latter is probably 
the only of these artifacts you'll ever no- 
tice—it adds slight color streaking to 
large fields of red, purple or orange. 

The autofocus performance was im- 
pressive, especially in low light. Most 
camcorders hunt (or pulse back and 
forth in search of the correct focus) in 
low light, but the SCX953 hunted in 
only a couple of shots. 

Despite a satisfying picture, the cam- 
corder has one major flaw — noise from 
the transport, focus and zoom motors 
leaks into the microphone. The trans- 
port adds a constant, low-level hum; the 
focus and zoom motors sound like dis- 
tant wooden doors creaking. These 
problems were noticeable not only in 
quiet situations, but in normal voice 
recordings. You can eliminate the noise 
by using an external mic (a good idea, 
anyway), but if you don’t like to carry 
accessories, the noise may bother you. 

Overall, we give the SCX953 a 
V-rating of four (which roughly corre- 
sponds to very good on our old rating 
scale). We’re sure the picture won’t dis- 
appoint you, and that you'll find its fea- 
ture package a welcome surprise. a 








A COLOR VIEWFINDER AND 
OPTICAL IMAGE STABILIZATION. 
NEED WE SAY MORE? 


ANON’S MOST ADVANCED CAMCORDER EVER, 


THE NEW ES 1000 


© Shake Absorber™ Optical Image Stabilization 
© High-Resolution Color Viewfinder Allows Accurate 


Manual Focus 
© Precision Canon 12x Zoom Lens 
© High Quality Hi8 Format 


© New Advanced Digital Integrated Circuit for the Highest 


Picture Quality 


© Programmed AE for Your Most Common Shooting 


Situations 


© Built-In Video Light for True “0 Lux” Performance 
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Hi8 VIDEO CAMCORDER 
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800-488-8877 


6:30AM - 6:30PM M-F 7:00AM - 5:00PM S&S 








Save $2.00 








Every dollar you spend on XLO/VDO™ cables for home entertainment™ can actually make 
more of a performance difference than THREE dollars spent on other system components. 


That's like saving TWO dollars for every ONE dollar you spend. 


Top quality cables from XLO/VDO (recognized as "The Best in the World") let you enjoy all of 
the performance your Home Theatre or A/V surround-sound system can deliver. 


XLO/VDO cables are the best, smartest, and most cost-effective way to make real improve- 
ments to your system's sound and picture, without major component changes. 


XLO/VDO is the only brand of cables that lets you buy every cable you need (audio, video, 
digital, loudspeaker, and even true 75 ohm antenna cable) for a complete home entertain- 
ment system from a single, fully integrated product line—all engineered to work perfectly 
with your system and with each other. 
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| Save Another $2.00 


Visit your authorized 
! Ask your authorized dealer about XLO/VDO cables and give him 
XLO/VDO dealer today! this completed coupon. He'll give you TWO BUCKS OFF YOUR 


PURCHASE OF ANYTHING AT ALL FROM ANY MANUFACTURER. 








Name 
9480 Utica Street, Suite 612 
Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91730 Telephone 


Phone (909) 466-0382 
FAX (909) 466-3662 


Mr. Dealer, XLO Electric Co., Inc. promises to pay you $2.00 plus 50 cents handling for each 
completed coupon that you send us. Only one coupon may be redeemed per customer. Offer is 
not valid outside the continental United States, and expires December 31, 1994. XLO Electric 
Company, Inc., 9480 Utica Street, Suite 612, Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91370. Tel (909) 466-0382, 
Fax (909) 466-3662. 
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continued from page 21 


instabilities of a VCR transport mecha- 
nism. The benefit of the TBC can be 
slightly apparent on straight playback, 
but it’s most apparent when you’re using 
the EV-S7000 as the player in an editing 
setup. You should see less generation 
loss when editing with the TBC acti- 
vated. Because the TBC facilitates ex- 
tremely clean slow motion, still frames 
and speed play up to 4x, you should get 
good dubs without the picture tearing 
and the rolls that often occur when 
using these special effects. 

The deck also offers two levels of 
digital noise reduction, which is very ef- 
fective when you're playing back noisy 
tapes. You may actually prefer to use the 
lower level of noise reduction all the 
time — you lose a bit of detail, but you 
get a smoother, more pleasing picture. 

In a nod to the home theater crowd, 
Sony added VCR Plus with cable box 
control. Just enter a numerical code 
from TV Guide or your local listings, and 
the VCR will automatically record the 
show you want, and even set your cable 


















gD WASTING 
MONEY?! 
sale PIONEER | 
*CABLE TV CONVERTERS* 
@% BELOW WHOLESALE ¢@ 
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WE CARRY ALL MAJOR BRAND 
NAME CABLE TV CONVERTERS 


* YOUR SATISFACTION IS OUR #1 PRIORITY ! 

* 30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE ! 

* 1 YEAR WARRANTY ! WE SHIP C.O.D. ! 

* OUR UNITS ARE GUARANTEED TO WORK !! 
PLEASE HAVE THE BRAND NAME & MODEL 
NUMBER OF YOUR CABLE COMPANIES 
CONVERTER, BEFORE CALLING. 

WE WILL MEET OR BEAT ANY VALID PRICE QUOTE. 

UNLIKE SOME OF OUR COMPETITORS, WE ARE HAPPY TO 

SPEND THE TIME TO ANSWER YOUR QUESTIONS 
CONCERNING THE PURCHASING OF OUR EQUIPMENT. 


VISUAL COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 
FOR CATALOG OR INFORMATION 


CALL 1-718-229-2332 
FRIENDLY - PROFESSIONAL - SERVICE- SINCE 1975 
*** FOR ORDERS ONLY *** 
1-800-GO-CABLE 


20-04 UTOPIA PARKWAY SUITE 236 WHITESTONE, NY 11357 
BY PURCHASING CABLE EQUIPMENT FROM VISUAL COMM.THE CUSTOMER 
AGREES TO COMPLY WITH THE FEDERAL LAWS REGARDING PRIVATE 
OWNERSHIP OF CABLE TV EQUIPMENT, IF YOU ARE UNSURE OF THESE LAWS 
CHECK WITH YOUR LOCAL OFFICIALS, ANYONE IMPLYING THEFT OF SERVICE 
WILL BE DENIED SALE OF EQUIPMENT. 
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In Control: 

The EV-S7000’s remote 
control (left) and slide- 
out control panel (above 
right). 


SONY 


very. 





box to the correct channel. The deck 
controls the cable box through a wired 
emitter Sony calls a Cable Mouse. 

The audio features of the EV-S7000 
give it an advantage over S-VHS editing 
decks — using the PCM audio tracks, 
you can create clean audio dubs in ster- 
eo, rather than the low-quality mono 
dubs S-VHS decks produce. (But as 
with all Hi8 decks, you can’t replace the 
video without replacing the audio.) The 
deck even has jacks for a microphone 
and headphones on the front panel. 

You can set the recording levels of 
the analog AFM and digital PCM tracks 
separately. You can also adjust the AFM 
playback level, so you can control the 
mix with the PCM tracks somewhat. 
Unfortunately, the manual isn’t very 
clear on how to use these audio features. 

The remote control is unusually 
sturdy, with a new type of shuttle dial 
that has raised ridges to help your fingers 
find the control. The jog dial, however, 
does not have the usual indent for your 
finger. Opening the flap at the top of the 
remote reveals seldom-used controls 
and buttons for the menu system. The 
top of the flap has volume, channel and 
power controls for 36 brands of TV set. 

Like some other Sony Hi8s, this 
deck features voice boost, which is in- 
tended for playing camcorder tapes 
made outdoors without a wind filter. 
Voice boost cuts high and low frequen- 
cies to minimize ambient sounds. 

The deck also offers a new feature 
called visual scan, which automatically 
searches for each index point, places the 
frame at the index mark into a small 1/9- 
screen window, then searches for the 
next index point. When the screen is 
filled with nine frames, the deck stops 
searching. Whether you’re into editing 
or timeshifting, this feature will make it 





simple to find recordings on a tape. 

And once you’re done watching a 
tape, the EV-S7000’s high-speed rewind 
can reel it up for you in one minute (for 
a 120-minute tape) —the fastest high- 
speed rewind we can remember testing. 

We have very few nits to pick with 
the EV-S7000’s layout, except for two 
features from past VCRs we would like 
to have seen carried over. One is edit 
monitor (as found on Sony’s S-VHS 
SLV-R5), which displays both the in- 
coming signal and the signal from tape 
via two picture-in-picture-type win- 
dows. The other is an output without 
the onscreen displays (as found on the 
EV-S3000, which had one output with 
displays, one without). 

The video measurements of the EV- 
$7000 are slightly below those of the 
EV-S3000, which is the best Hi8 deck 
we've tested. Hi8/8mm VCRs and cam- 
corders tend to have measured signal- 
to-noise ratios slightly lower than 
S-VHS/VHS machines. The differences 
do not usually seem obvious in onscreen 
A/B comparisons, but a direct compari- 
son with Panasonic’s PV-S4380 S-VHS 
VCR favored the S-VHS deck. 

The Hi8 deck produced no obvious 
artifacts, but its picture looked a bit 
grainy. The problem can be ameliorated 
by using the noise reduction, but you 
lose detail in the process. The deck defi- 
nitely produces a good picture, but it’s 
not quite as good as the best that the 
Hi8 and S-VHS formats have to offer. 

The sound is good for Hi8, but not 
quite as good as the best S-VHS hi-fi au- 
dio. The PCM sound quality is out- 
standing for eight-bit digital audio. The 
high-frequency response of the AFM 
tracks is rather limited (to 10 kilohertz in 
SP, 4 kHz in EP). Out of curiosity, we 
compared the sound of the digital and 
analog tracks on a high-end audio sys- 
tem. The analog track had a more de- 
tailed, open sound better suited for 
watching movies or TV shows. The digi- 
tal track produced less noise, making it 
best for video editing, where the noise 
will bother people more than the limited 
resolution of eight-bit digital audio. 

The EV-S7000 is perhaps the most 
versatile and capable editing VCR we’ve 
ever tested. While its picture quality 
ranks slightly below that of some other 
leading editing decks, its outstanding 
features more than take up the slack. = 
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continued from page 21 


on switch is situated on a bump in the 
rear right-hand side of the unit, which 
almost begs to be switched out of posi- 
tion — if you're not careful, you could ac- 
cidentally record in VHS when you 
want to record in S-VHS. 

The five-watt color enhancement 
light that comes with the camcorder is 
nice for adding a little extra light or 
shooting close-ups in the dark. How- 
ever, it uses a nonstandard shoe size, so 
accessories like external microphones or 
more powerful lights can’t be mounted. 

One curious omission on the PV-S64 
is the lack of video or audio line inputs, 
since this camcorder offers both video 
and audio dubbing capability. While you 
can dub spoken narration over previ- 
ously shot footage via audio dub, the 
only conceivable use for the PV-S64’s 
video dubbing is to add live cutaways 
and titles through the camcorder’s 
lens — you can’t dub in footage from oth- 
er tapes. Strangely enough, there’s a mi- 
crophone jack (which is essential for 
getting good sound), but no headphone 


jack, so you can’t monitor what you're | 





recording. 

Apparently on the theory that less is 
more, Panasonic has elected to remove 
several digital effects the PV-S62 had, as 
well as its superimposing titler. But the 
absence of effects that were rarely called 
upon is no great loss. 

Among the special features the PV- 
S64 has added is one in which the image 
is compressed so that it fills the screen 
on 16:9 TV sets. Unfortunately, if your 
TV set isn’t a 16:9 model and you select 
the wide effect, you’ll get your image 
scrunched to fit the 4:3 screen, like you 
see during title sequences of Cinema- 
Scope movies shown on TV. 

Far more useful to the average vid- 
eographer is the wipe/mix function, 
which dissolves from live video to a pre- 
recorded still image, and vice-versa. 
(This is known as an A/X dissolve.) The 
PV-S64. also boasts fades to and from 
one of eight solid colors in a variety of 
different styles, including a soft-, sharp- 
or mosaic-edged diamond, a soft- or 
sharp-edged box, or a random pattern of 
dots filling the screen. 

Another trend that Panasonic has 
given in to with the PV-S64 is the use of 
an LCD color viewfinder. While in theo- 


ty this is an admirable advance, allowing 





Hidden 
Remote: 

The infrared re- 
mote on the PV- 
S64 snaps into 
a compartment 
on the camcord- 
er’s side. 





videographers to see more accurately 
what they’re going to end up with on 
tape, in practice this viewfinder, like 
most other LCD color viewfinders, falls 
far short of the ideal. 

Viewfinder readouts include four dif- 
ferent types of counter. Unfortunately, 
the real-time and tape-remaining coun- 
ters are the last two to be found when 
pressing the counter display switch, and 
the real-time counter does not appear to 
function when rewinding or fast-for- 
warding the tape. > 








After using your camcorder 
the first time, you realize that the 
built-in 


MAKING A GREAT VIDEO 
INCLUDES QUALITY SOUND TOO! ==: 


sounds from all directions, including those you don’t want. And, when shooting from a distance, you 
can’t hear your subject’s voice clearly. Azden, the leader in quality audio for video, offers a full line 
of microphones to make your sound as good as your pictures. 


This powerful professional miniature 

| VHF wireless system has a range of 

| over 300 feet. It allows you to shoot 
from a distance and pick up your 
subject’s voice clearly. It has 2 
switchable frequencies, and it comes we 
with 2 mics (handheld and clip-on). The = ‘ : ae 
transmitter clips to the subject’s belt, ‘ —— : . be 
and the mini receiver can attach to the 
camera (shoe mount & velcro included) 
or be kept in your breast pocket. 














New 7" long directional 
mic. Allows you to zoom 
in on subject's voice, 
reducing saide noises. 
Range 35-40 feet. 


Lapel microphone system. 
Same receiver as 
WMS-PRO. 


A professional VHF handheld 
microphone system with no 
wires. All the same features, 
and receiver as the WMS-PRO. 


Headset with boom mic 
for adding narration as 
you shoot. Your voice 

| becomes the dominant 
sound recorded. Or, use 
it to monitor sound 

| you're recording. 


A mini 3 channel mic mixer for recording 
sound from 2 add-on mics and a personal 
stereo, while you're shooting. Only 2 
1/8'x3 1/4" it can be attached to your 
camera or clipped to the handstrap. 
Cables included, needs no batteries. 


Write or call for full line literature 


A Zz D E rh “QUALITY YOU CAN HEAR 


147 New Hyde Park Road, Franklin Square, NY 11010 (516) 328-7500 Distributed in Canada by GENTEC 
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Like many Panasonic camcorders, 
the PV-S64 features digital electronic 
image stabilization and digital zoom, 
which augments the regular 12:1 zoom 
lens with additional extrapolated zoom- 
ing up to 120:1. Sadly, both features re- 
sult in a trade-off in image quality —the 
digital EIS with a noticeable softness in 
picture, and the digital zoom with an in- 
creasingly pronounced “mosaicing” of 
the image as you zoom in. But the stabi- 
lizer works well. It’s not as smooth as an 
optical stabilizer, but you'll find plenty of 
situations where it will save your shot. 

The PV-S64’s overall image quality 
is good but unremarkable for S-VHS — 
the most obvious picture artifact is 
chroma PM noise, which causes reds to 
shift to purple in places. The picture 
shows slightly less detail than the best 
S-VHS-C and Hi8 camcorders. Low- 
light capability, on the other hand, is 
very good, rendering accurate color in 
most lighting. The audio quality is fair, 
with a rather limited range for VHS hi- 
fi, and limited high-frequency response 
on the linear track at SP. (You'll proba- 
bly only use-that track when you make 
audio dubs. Though. Sound leakage 
from autofocus, zoom and tape transport 
is minimal, even in a completely silent 





room. 

At a list price of $1,499, Panasonic’s 
PV-S64 is, like the PV-S62 before it, a 
good mid-level performer. Although tak- 
ing the superimposing titler away was, I 
think, a mistake, the wipe/mix function 
will appeal to people who want to do 


Autofocus: TTL contrast 
type, switchable to ring- 
operated manual 


Iris: auto with low, med? 
um and high BLC 
settings 

Fader: to black, white or 
pixels; soft, sharp and 
mosaic diamond wipe; 
soft, sharp and striped 
box wipe; dissolve to/ 
from captured still 


Shutter Speeds (sec.): 


SPECS AND 
MEASUREMENTS 


Price: $1,499 
Weight & Size lig 
s., bat- 


auto high speed shutter 
camcorder 2.3 Ibs., thy 1/350. "ys nor- 
bal 0.7 Ibs., 4-3/4 x 4 y , 1100, 1/25 
-3/4 inches et 0, 11,000, 1/2,000, 


Power Use: 6 volts, 
camcorder 11 watts, light 
5 watts 


Image Sensor: 1/3-inch 
ccD 


1/4,000, 110,000 


White Balance: auto 
switchable to outdoor or 
indoor 


Lens: #/1.6, 12x Viewfinder: 0.7-inch col- 


(5.4-64.8mm) power or LCD 
zoom Viewfinder Controls: di- 


Filter Diameter: 49mm | opter noe. brightness, 
Minimum Focusing Dis- ee 

tance: wide-angle 1/2- Microphone: stereo elec- 
inch, tele 45 inches tret condenser 


slick transitions without using a special- 
effects generator. You can do better in 
image quality (especially with top Hi8 
camcorders like Sony’s CCD-TR700), 
but basically, this camcorder does what 
most consumer videomakers need, with 





some nice flourishes besides. ] 


Jacks: S-video/video/ 
stereo audio output, ex- 
temal mic input, remote, 
DC out for RF convertor 
Tape Speeds: SP, EP 
Video Heads: 4 

Cue & Review Search: 
3x 

Fast Forward/Rewind 
Time: 6-1/2 min. for 
TC-30 cassette 

Edit Protocol: Panasonic 
synchro edit 

Program Start Locator/ 
Index/Cue: writes but 
does not read index 
marks 

Audio: linear mono, 

hi-fi AFM stereo 


Key Features: still frame, 


audio dub, video dub, 

flying erase head, remote 
control, digital wipes and 
dissolve, image stabilizer 


RESULTS 


Horizontal Resolution: 
camera 420 lines; VCR 





400 lines SP, 240 lines 
EP; viewfinder 300 lines 


Picture S/N Ratios (dB): 
unweighted S-VHS lumi- 
nance 44.6 SP, 42.9 EP; 
weighted S-VHS lumi- 
nance 49.3 SP, 49.4 EP; 
unweighted video 39.5 
SP, 38.1 EP; weighted 
video 44.6 SP, 43.1 EP; 
chroma AM 45 SP, 42.9 
EP; chroma PM 44.3 SP, 
42.5 EP 


Minimum Illumination: 
2.3 lux for 50 IRE 


Approx. Battery Life 
man. focus/no zoom): 
tk min. 

Audio dibigneag 
Response: hi-fi 20 
Hz-20 kHz, + 0.2/-3 dB; 
linear ee 3 dB) 75 Hz-6 
kHz S z-4 kHz, EP 


Hi-Fi Dynamic Range: 
59.4 dB 
Leer Audio S/N: 40.5 


Audio Distortion: hi-fi 
0.3%, linear 0.9% 







































Spring Special 


New lower prices 
on chargers 


Sony NP-500 
Lithium Battery original 
Sony Brand $54.00 
Charger for NP-500 $49.00 
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PANASONIC PB50 Orig. PAN.......... 
PANASONIC PB80/88 Orig.PAN......... 
SONY NP77H 2400 mah..... 
SONY 8mm 1500 mah... 
CANON 8mm 2000 mah. 
PALMCORDER 2000 mah.. 
JVC GR-C9 Type C...... 
SHARP BT 21/22........ 
SHARP BT 70/80 2400 mah.. i 
cst ak el 8 mm 2400 mah............ 











\ 





5 to 7 hours of recording time. 


Powerpac+ includes: 
=6volt @ 10 amps 
sealed lead acid battery. 
=Heavy duty pouch and belt. 
=A charger for charging at home / 
(optional charging cord for car). ( 
=An adaptor of your choice. ie, 
«12 volt@7amps$95 $85 





NEW External Powerpac+ 


RAPID CHARGERS 


CAMCORDER CHARGER/DISCHARGER 
6V, 7.2V, 9.6V runs from 


house or auto. 


1 hr. time for Sony, Canon, 
Panasonic, RCA/Hitachi 

& most other brands 
Charges 1 battery $44 
sihailate’ 2 batteries $69 





























BATTERY TECH, INC. 


28-25 215TH PLACE, BAYSIDE, N.Y. 11360 = FAX:718-631-5117 


800-442-4275 


Circle 16 on Reader Service Card. 
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HOW TO READ 
THE RATINGS 


Longtime Video Magazine readers will 
notice that in our improved Video- 
tests, we’ve changed the way we rate 
products. We’ve done this to make 
the ratings easier to understand, and 
to provide a more precise measure of 
a product’s performance, features and 
value. 

The most obvious change is that 
we've gone to a five-point rating 
scale and a new overall rating, called 








Waveform monitor with multiburst pattern. 





a V-Rating. The new ratings roughly 
correspond to the old ratings like 
this: Five is excellent, four is very 
good, three is good or average, two is 
fair and one is weak or poor. 

In the areas of performance, fea- 
tures and overall quality, a product 
earning a five exhibits true state-of- 
the-art performance, as good as or 
better than anything else in its class. 
A four indicates good performance 
with one or two minor flaws. A three 
denotes average quality — good, but 
with significant flaws. A two indi- 
cates quality that is below-average, 
but still acceptable. A one means 
that the product is very disappointing 
in that area. 

Our V-Rating is a combination of 
the Picture, Sound and Features rat- 
ings, with no consideration of cost. 
Our new Value rating is a price/per- 
formance analysis. A five on the Val- 
ue rating scale means the product 
offers amazing performance for the 
price. Four and three ratings indicate 
good and average Values, respec- 
tively. A two rating tells you to think 
twice — other products offer the same 
(or better) performance for signifi- 
cantly less money. And a one rating 
means the product is outrageously 
overpriced. 

All these ratings are relative to 
other products in the same class — 
those you would consider buying in- 
stead of the product being tested. 
The product classes are TVs, S-VHS/ 


Hi8 camcorders, VHS/8mm cam- 


corders, S-VHS/Hi8 VCRs, 
VHS/8mm VCRs, laserdisc players, 
editing equipment and audio equip- 
ment. 

We've also added photos of read- 
outs from our test equipment, so that 
you can see what we see in the lab. 
Usually, we’ll show a multiburst pat- 
tern, as seen on a waveform monitor. 
The multiburst shows the video fre- 
quency response of the gear under 
test. There are two sets of vertical 
bars, one per field. In each set, the 
bars from left to right represent 1, 2, 
2.5, 3, 3.58 and 4.2 megahertz. As 
the bars to the right of each set 
shrink, so does the detail in the pic- 
ture. On a TV screen, a multiburst 
shows up as six groups of vertical 
stripes. Groups on the right have 
thinner stripes. 

Although we have changed the 
structure of our tests considerably, 
the results are directly comparable to 
those of our past tests. We haven’t 
changed our methods, we’ve merely 
expanded them, to provide even 
more comprehensive evaluations and 
to make the tests more user-friendly. = 














CABLE TV 


DESCRAMBLERS 
Best Prices in the U.S.A.! 
lCTVETe-Talcci:te Mm coms \(0) a 41 


WE WILL BEAT ANY PRICE! 


‘a Saks: 





Jerrold, Scientific Atlanta 
Pioneer, FTB-3, SA3 


The Newest & the Latest 


TVT-3K - Jerrold Impulse & 
Starcom series 
SA3-DFA - Scientific Atlantas 
incl. 8536, 8536+, 8580, 
Drop-field 
PN-3A_ - Pioneer systems 
Panasonic TZPC145G 99 Ch Converters 
Zentek XL2100 99 Channel Converters 


30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
FAST SHIPMENTS & FREE CATALOG 


1-800-772-6244 


M-F: 9-6 EST 
U.S. Cable TV, Inc. Dept.: KVM074 
4100 N. Powerline Rd, Bldg. F-4 Pompano Beach FL 33073 
NO FLORIDA SALES! 





:Bundled Music 


Edirol's Music Solution 


DoReMix Software 








Easy Juke Software 
Over 100 MIDI Songs on Diskettes! 


Bonus Software! 
Jazz Pianist 


And 128 Great Roland 
Sounds Plus Drum Sets! 


Power Tracks 


Solution 
Sing! Dance! Play Along! 


Order this new bundle of exciting music software and the powerful Roland SC-7 
MIDI sound module. Now you can enjoy 128 Roland sounds plus drum sets and 
‘paste’ hundreds of DoReMix MIDI phrases fo create your own original music. 
And play along with over 100 pre-recorded MIDI files included in Easy Juke! 


Roland 
SC-7 MIDI Module 
(Connects easily to your PC's 

serial port) 





CZ 
Si 


Connects To Your 
¢ Desktop or Notebook PC 





Order now and receive... 
$ Roland SC-7 MIDI sound module 


$ DoReMix 'pick & paste’ music phrases software | 
S$ Windows driver, serial cable & original manuals included 
$ Easy Juke software with over 100 copyright cleared .MID files 
...€nd 2 more unique software programs as a bonus: 


5 Power Tracks 
3 The Jazz Pianist 


All For $329 


(*plus $5 handling and UPS shipping direct to your door) 
For Immediate Delivery, Call Now 


1-800-380-2580 
DIROt 


24 hours a day, 365 days a year 
30 Day Money-Back Guarantee 
Free Buyer's Guide Available 
Instruction Booklet Supplied 


GENERA 
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BY BRENT BUTTERWORTH 












In today’s up-and-down economic cli- 
mate, frugality is hip. Well-heeled yup- 
pies take secret pleasure in dropping by 
Wal-Mart to load up on sundries. Timid 
consumers in commercials scream, “I’m 
not gonna pay a lot for a muffler!” The 
conspicuous consumption of the ‘80s has 
given way to shopping survivalism — 
even the Trumps were seen browsing at 


K-Mart. 


This trend has affected consumer 
electronics in a big way, as manufac- 


at reasonable prices. The ever-de- 
clining cost of high technology 
helps, but the focus now seems 
to be on no-nonsense gear that / 
offers performance without 
unneeded bells and whistles. 

For proof, look no fur- f 
ther than the new crop of | 
audio/video receivers | 
priced from $350 to $500. (@ 
All include Dolby Pro-Log- | 
ic decoding, amps for five 
speakers, audio/video 
switching and an AM/FM 
tuner with station memory. 
These receivers are infinitely 
better than the flawed $600 
Pro-Logic receivers of the early 
‘90s, all of which had wimpy 10- 
or 20-watt amps for the center chan- 








turers scramble to create quality goods 4m 


Budget Home Theater: 
Receivers 


OWER FO 
ENNYPINGHER 


Six bargain-priced 
Pro-Logic receivers 
face off in a battle 
of the budget. 


Poa 
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nel. Given that the center channel is the 
most important in a surround-sound sys- 
tem, these early A/V receivers could 
sound pretty rough around the edges. 
But most newer Pro-Logic units have 
equal power in all three front channels. 
For further proof that bargain gear 
can give you great home theater sound, 
see the following story, “High-End 
Sound for a Song,” in which contribut- 
ing editor Corey Greenberg confronts six 
sets of super-affordable speakers. 
Technical editor Lancelot Braith- 
waite and I recently rounded up a 
half-dozen budget receivers with 
\ street prices of $400 or less and 
gave them a thorough workout. 
(We'll give list prices here; 
typical street prices run at 
least 20 percent lower.) We 
tried Fisher’s $499 RS-737, 
Onkyo $399 T.X- 
SV414PRO, Pioneer’s $499 
VSX-D503S, Sherwood’s 
$370 RV-5030R, Technics’ 
$499 SA-GX670 and 
Yamaha’s $399 RX-V480. In 
addition to the features list- 
ed above, all include bass and 
treble controls, outputs and 


stereo speakers (for the bedroom, 
perhaps), and a headphone jack. 









switching for a second pair of 

















Power Pile: 

Top to bottom, Pioneer’s $499 
VSX-D503S, Fisher’s $499 RS-737, 
Technics’ $499 SA-GX670, 
Yamaha's $399 RX-V480, Sher- 
wood’s $370 RV-5030R and 
Onkyo’s $399 TX-SV414PRO. 


Even if you’re not on a tight budget, 
these receivers are ideal for small dens, 
bedrooms, vacation homes and other 
places where you’re just looking to enjoy 
some movies and music, not necessarily 
striving for the absolute in quality. All 
you really need to add is five speakers, a 
TV set and a stereo VCR. This last item 
is especially important — without a ster- 
eo signal, a Pro-Logic decoder can do 
nothing for you. 

The main limitation of these re- 
ceivers is that they’re not good for large 
rooms— most put out 50 to 80 watts in 
each front channel, and 20 watts for the 
surrounds. For a modestly sized room, 
that’s fine. But in rooms over about 
3,500 cubic feet, these little receivers 
can sound strained at high volume, 
sometimes producing clearly audible dis- 
tortion. In a large room, you're better off 
with a receiver that offers more power — 
or adding a powered subwoofer, which 
will take the strain of reproducing the 
bass off the receiver. 

Another limitation— especially for 
the typical Video Magazine reader, who 
owns three VCRs and perhaps a cam- 
corder and a laserdisc player —is that 
these receivers offer only a few inputs. 
Most have audio inputs fora CD player 
and a phonograph, a video/stereo audio 
input for a laserdisc player or other 
video source, plus video/stereo audio in- 
put and output for a VCR, and inputs 
and outputs for an audio tape deck. 

None have S-video jacks, but to us, 
that’s no big deal. You usually don’t get 
much from using S-video connections 
unless you’re using an S-VHS or Hi8 
VCR or camcorder. 

To evaluate the receivers, we lined 
them up on the floor of Video Magazine's 
home theater room. For most of our 
movie listening, we connected each one 
to a set of Cerwin-Vega Sensurround 7 
speakers, calibrating the receivers so 
that -20 decibel pink’ noise produced a 
reading of 80 dB on our sound pressure 
level meter. This is 5 dB lower than Dol- 
by reference level, our usual calibration 
standard. We felt that asking these low- 
powered receivers to achieve the 105 dB 
peaks of Dolby level in a 5,500-cubic- 
foot room was a bit unreasonable. 

But just to see what they could do, 
we also tried calibrating the receivers to 
Dolby reference level, substituting 
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YAMAILA 


Remote Round-Up: Clockwise from upper left, remotes from the Pioneer, Technics, Sherwood, Onkyo, 
Yamaha and Fisher receivers. The Pioneer and Technics remotes also control components of other brands. 





B&W’s 2001 speakers for the Cerwin- 
Vegas (but retaining Cerwin-Vega’s pas- 
sive subwoofers). Because the B&Ws 
are about 5 dB less sensitive than the 
Cerwin-Vegas, this test was quite a hur- 
dle for these receivers. To our surprise, 
most passed. We don’t recommend you 
push these receivers this hard, but if you 
must crank it—and you must not spend 
a lot of money on a receiver —some of 
these receivers can do the job for you. 

We returned to the 80 dB calibra- 
tion for music listening, and switched to 
Mirage M490 speakers. Our selections 
included classical, jazz and rock music. 
We finished by using the B& Ws to listen 
to the music surround modes included 
in four of the receivers. 

Most of the receivers were fairly easy 
to set up and use, but I encountered one 
problem on four of them—the use of 
super-cheap friction-type speaker con- 
nectors. These connectors accept only 
very skinny wire, and they don’t hold 
well—even a light tug can sometimes 
pull a wire loose. The Fisher and Sher- 








wood receivers use spring-loaded clips, 
which still won’t accept heavy-gauge 
wire, but do hold a lot better. 


THE RESULTS 

We really didn’t know what to expect 
when we began listening to these re- 
ceivers. Would their inexpensive circuitry 
leave them all sounding mediocre, with 
limited dynamics and frequent distortion? 
Or would each have a character of its 
own, with some surfacing as champs on 
the cheap? 

As it happened, our listening tests re- 
vealed subtle but significant differences in 
performance. In stereo and Pro-Logic lis- 
tening, some receivers definitely proved 
more listenable. Some had noticeable 
noise in the surround channels, a prob- 
lem we’ve occasionally found in other 
bottom-of-the-line Pro-Logic gear. And 
when we employed the music surround 
modes included on four of the receivers, 
the differences became dramatic —as 
you'll discover below: 

e Yamaha RX-V480. In two previous 





comparison tests, we've found Yamaha’s 
receivers and processors the best-sound- 
ing in their price classes. The RX-V480 
isn't such a clear standout, but its unique 
(in the $400 receiver class) digital pro- 
cessing and good sound make it worthy of 
recommendation. 

The RX-V480 offers by far the most 
sophisticated sound processing of the 
group. The hall, rock and concert video 
modes offer dramatic effects that music 
surround fans are sure to enjoy. In addi- 
tion, it offers a reasonably effective mode 
for enhancing mono movies (the only 
great mono surround modes we've heard 
are on processors costing $1,500 and up). 
An enhanced Pro-Logic mode seems to 
add a bit of delay to the center, making 
your living room sound a bit more like a 
theater. Lance and I tend to be purists — 
we’d probably stick to straight stereo, 
Pro-Logic and the mono surround mode. 
But if you like music surround, this is the 
best $400 receiver you can get. 

The Yamaha has one slight opera- 
tional problem — the surround and center 
levels have to be set from the front panel. 
That makes setup a pain, but once you 
set it, you can pretty much forget it. The 
remote will control a Yamaha audio tape 
deck and CD player. 

On both stereo and Pro-Logic, the 
RX-V480 sounded good, thanks to solid 
amplification (65 watts in the front three, 
15 watts for each surround) with plenty of 
punch. We did find it a little analytical — 
bright, but not fatiguing. This charac- 
teristic made it a bit unpleasant when 
cranked up to full Dolby level, but at san- 
er levels, it worked well. The RX-V480 
will sound best if you bring down the tre- 
ble control a little or, better yet, use a set 
of speakers with softer highs. 

@ Technics SA-GX670. To get the SA- 
GX670 to pump out solid power from 
modest amps, Technics gave it Class H+ 
circuitry. For you tech-types, Class H + is 
a floating-bias scheme. For non-tech- 
types, it’s basically a way of making the 
amps sound as good as possible from a 
given power rating. The power is rated at 
100 watts per channel in stereo, but in 
Pro-Logic, it’s 80 watts in the front three, 
and another 80 split between the two sur- 
rounds. 

The amps are indeed impressive — the 
front channels of the Technics put out 

continued on page 50 
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BY COREY GREENBERG 





Life used to be so simple. 
You knew where you 
stood. Commies were the 
bad guys, cigarettes were 
good for you, it was okay 
to call a swell dame 
“dollface,” and when it 
came to speakers, all you 
had to do was buy a pair 
of Large Advents, 
stick them in the 
corners with some 
potted plants on 
top, and that was 
that. 

But now that 
home theater has 
got you sticking five 
speakers in the 
room and figuring out exactly 
where these ones go and that one 
goes, choosing the right speakers 
can get pretty complicated. To 
make matters worse, some “‘ex- 
perts” claim that video demands a 
different kind of speaker. But as re- 
ported in “THX on Trial” (Apr. 
94), the design of many “video-op- 
timized” speakers actually de- 
grades their stereo imaging and 
destroys the three-dimensional 
depth that good recordings possess. 
I think you can get far better music 
and movie sound with 
carefully selected 
high-end music speak- 
ers. 

“Wait just a dog- 
gone minute!” I hear 
you cry. “Audiophile 
speakers cost BIG 
BUCKS! Them bill 
collectors in War- 
shington got all my 
money April 15th! 
Forget you, pally!” But 
if you think all audi- 
ophile speakers are ex- 
pensive, think again. 
The phrase “high-end 
audio” really denotes 
a striving for the best 
quality, not necessarily 
the highest prices. 
And the smarter high- 
end manufacturers are 
starting to produce 


models priced be- 
tween $200 and $500 
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Budget Home Theater: 
Speakers 


Can you get five great 
fr $500? Yep. 


speakers 





a pair that offer a level of 
sound quality vastly higher 
than the budget speakers of 
yesteryear. 

In this article, I’ll tell 
you how you can use these 
speakers to put together a 
great home theater system, 
and which of this new 
breed of speakers 
offers the most bang 
for the buck. 


One of the 
things I especially 
dislike about some 
speaker systems de- 
signed for video is the horizontal- 
type center-channel speaker. 
These speakers never sound like 
the vertically-oriented main left 
and right speakers they’re sup- 
posed to be matched with because 
they can’t — the horizontal spacing 
of the drivers creates a totally dif- 
ferent radiation pattern than that 
of the main speakers, as well as 
comb-filtering effects that give 
these speakers a hollow sound if 
you're sitting off to one side of the 
couch. 

To get high-end 
sound from my own 
home theater, I began 
trying some smaller 
high-end music speak- 
ers as the left, center 
and right speakers. It 
was no contest —I got 
way better sound from 
these affordable mini- | 
| monitors than I'd ever 
heard from video-op- 
timized speakers. For 
starters, because these 
speakers are so small, I 
can use three identical 
ones for left, center 
and right. Everyone 
agrees that a close 
sonic match between 
the center and main 
speakers is essential 





Affordable Favorites: 
B&W’s 2001 (left) and 








NHT's SuperZero (right). 
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Easy To Drive: The high sensitivity of Celestion’s 
CS2 makes it compatible with low-powered amps. 





for seamless home theater sound, and 
with three identical speakers, you get an 
exact sonic match. 

Because my system’s subwoofer was 
handling all the low bass from 80 Hertz 
on down, the small high-end speakers 
only had to handle the upper ranges, 
and as a result they were able to play 
much louder and clearer than when 
used full-range. Using these small speak- 
ers is a great way to go if you want a 
home theater system that sounds equally 
great with movies and music. Of course, 
larger speakers are better for an ex- 
tremely large room, but if you’re like me 
and have your home theater set up in an 
average-sized living room, a group of 
high-end minimonitors and a subwoofer 
will be more than adequate to play mov- 
ie soundtracks at reference level without 
so much as a hiccup. 


I consider a subwoofer to be a man- 
datory part of any serious home theater. 
Now that you can buy a serious butt- 
kickin’ powered subwoofer for $600 to 
$800 from manufacturers like NHT, Mi- 
rage and Definitive Technology, there’s 
no reason not to have one in your rig, 
filling in the bottom octaves of music 
and movie sound. 

Still, some people remain woofless. 

It could be a lack of floor space or thin 
walls in an apartment. Whatever the 
reason, if your home theater lacks a sub- 
woofer and you have no plans to get 
one, be prepared for a somewhat gutless 
tonal balance with some of the smaller 
speakers listed below. Several have a 





surprisingly extended bass response, but 
none of these pipspeakers is going to 
give you the kind of room-shaking real- 
ism of a subwoofer. And they certainly 
won't play as loudly without a subwoofer 
relieving them of the job of trying to re- 
produce the low bass. 


Because these speakers are so small, 
you can sit the center speaker right on 
top of your direct-view monitor. If 
you've got a big front-projection system, 
or a rear-projection set like my Pioneer 
Pro-76 45-incher, placing the center 
speaker below the screen is the best way 
to go, as a high perch tends to cause all 
sorts of sonic weirdness from the sound 
reflecting off the ceiling. In any event, 
try to keep the left and right speakers 
within a few feet of the screen’s edges 
and close to the height of the center 
speaker. 

Corey’s Cool-Man Tip #25: Put a 
small blob of Blu-Tac, that tacky blue 
stick-um stuff, under each corner of the 
speaker's bottom when you set it on its 
stand or on your TV. This’ll keep the 
speaker from sliding around, and it’ll 
also deaden vibrations that can muddy 
the sound. 


I recently auditioned six high-end 
budget speakers —B&W’s 2001, Celes- 
tion’s CS2, NHT’s SuperZero, PSB’s Al- 
pha, RDL Acoustics’ AV-1 and Rock 
Solid’s TEAM. I plugged each one into 
my home theater reference system, 
which consists of the Pioneer Pro-76, a 
Pioneer CLD-95 laserdisc player with a 
Theta Prime II digital-to-analog con- 
vertor and an Audio Alchemy DTI in- 
terface, Fosgate Model 3A and Proceed 
PAV surround processors, two Acurus 
200X3 amplifiers, a pair each of NHT’s 
SW2P powered subwoofers and HDP-1 
dipole surround speakers, Kimber PBJ 
interconnect and 4TC speaker cable, 
and a Power Wedge Power Pack II AC 
line conditioner. So without further ado, 
let’s get busy, y'all! 

e B&W 2001. The British BAW 
2001 ($99 each) houses a 5-inch vented 
woofer and a l-inch dome tweeter in a 
stylish 11.2 x 7.1 x 7.9-inch cabinet fea- 
turing a curved, contoured baffle with 
an array of vertical grooves intended to 
reduce cabinet edge diffraction. Instead 
of a grille, the B&W’s drivers have indi- 
vidual mesh protective screens that are 
easily removed for better sound. 

The B&Ws immediately impressed 
me with their nearly full-range, musical 
sound. Whether I listened to music CDs 
or laserdisc soundtracks, the 2001 had 
excellent resolution and midrange clari- 
ty. The budget B&W was able to resolve 





even the slightest detail in the sound in 
the manner of a true audiophile loud- 
speaker, adding a sense of realism to 
movie soundtracks that some of the oth- 
er speakers in the group lacked. While 
not one of the more sensitive speakers 
reviewed here, the B&W could play 
very loudly before getting muddy and 
possessed a surprisingly solid and well- 
controlled low end that was the best of 
the group. Of the speakers that had 
enough low end extension to be semi-us- 
able without a subwoofer, the B&W 
2001 was my favorite. 

@ Celestion CS2. Another mini from 
Britain, the $229/pair CS2 is a two-way 
ported design with a 4-inch woofer and 
a l-inch titanium-dome tweeter in a 11.5 
by 6.3 by 8.6-inch cabinet. The CS2’s 
looks are different than most box speak- 
ers, with a curved front panel and an 
unusually shaped front-mounted woofer 






Audiophiles’ 
Darling: 
PSB's $200/pair 
Alpha. 
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port. The Celes- 
tions were the most 
sensitive speakers of {c 
the group, meaning 
that you won't need 
a super-amp like the 
200-watt-per-chan- 
nel Acurus to get 
high levels. 

I found the Ce- 
lestion to have very 
smooth and clean 
highs, but a degree 
of “cardboardy” col- 
oration in the mid- 
range. This muffled dialog slightly, but 
not to an unacceptable degree, ana | 
found that removing the CS2’s fairly 
elaborate grille improved its sound 
somewhat. The CS2 had a more laid- 
back, distant character than the best 
speakers of the group, making it more 
suitable for classical and light jazz than 
hard rock. Basswise, the Celestion had 
good extension, making it better suited 
to a subwoofer-less system than some of 
the other speakers. 

e NHT SuperZero. The little 9-inch 
by 5.5-inch by 5-inch NHT SuperZero 
($115 each) mates a 4-inch woofer with 
the same l-inch tweeter found in the 
company’s more expensive speakers, like 
the $1,095 Model 2.3A. The gloss-black 
finish of the SuperZero was the most ele- 
gant of the group, and perfectly matched 
the finish of my Pioneer Pro-76. 

Long a fixture in my home theater 
reference system, the NHT SuperZero 
was by far the best-sounding speaker of 
the group. Ever since I first heard this 
little gem at January ’93’s Consumer 
Electronics Show, I’ve found it hard to 
believe such high-end sound quality can 
come from such an inexpensive speaker. 

The SuperZero is not merely a good 
budget design—it possesses a level of 
midrange clarity and overall coherence 
that rank it with high-end speakers cost- 
ing $1,000 and up. The trio of NHT Su- 
perZeros gave me more accurate 
imaging and soundstage focus than any 
video-optimized system I’ve heard to 
date. Human voices sounded more nat- 
ural than with any of the other speakers 
in the test. 

This performance comes at a price, 
however —while the NHTs soar in the 
midrange on up, they have no bass. 
When they’re used without a subwoofer, 





















































A Perfect Fit: RDL Acoustics’ AV-1 speakers are 
designed to work best in certain room placements. 





the balance is far too wimpy to be con- 


sidered for serious listening. More so 
than with any other speaker in the 
group, the Super Zeros demand the use 
of a subwoofer for full-range sound. If 
you've got or are planning to get a sub, 
you can’t do better for even a lot more 
money than these little NHTs. 

e PSB Alpha. The largest mini of the 
group, the 12.6 by 7.8 by 9.5-inch Alpha 
features the largest woofer of the 
group —a 6.5-inch vented driver crossed 
over to a 1/2-inch dome tweeter. The 
Alpha’s grille isn’t removable, so prying 
won't help you now. The $200/pair Al- 
pha has a deserved rep among audi- 
ophiles for offering the biggest bang for 
the buck among cheap speakers, and it 
definitely had the ability to play louder 
without strain than every other speaker 
here except for the B&W 2001. 

The Alpha’s main strength is a sur- 
prisingly extended and powerful low end 
which, like the 
B&W’s, almost 
gives it a full- 
range balance. 
The PSB does 
have more in the 
way of midrange 
coloration than 
the B&W and 
NHT speakers, 
lending voices a 
bit of a “cupped- 
hands” quality, 
but its strong 
showing in the 
low end and 
ability to play 
very loud before 
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distorting will win it 
lots of home theater 
| fans. Unlike the 
other speakers here, 
the PSBs are sold 
only in pairs, but 
you'll probably be 
able to coax a deal- 
er into selling you a 
single if you’re there 
to buy a trio. 

i e RDL Acoustics 
@| AV-I. RDL is a new 
speaker company 
founded by industry 
veteran Roy Allison to sell speakers by 
direct mail to consumers. Allison’s de- 
sign philosophy is that because the lis- 
tening room strongly determines a 
speaker's bass response, each speaker 
should be designed to work optimally in 
a specific location. 

RDL describes the 11.6 by 7.2 by 4.4- 
inch AV-1 ($99 each) as sounding best 
when positioned near a large surface 
that can reinforce the bass —for exam- 
ple, hung on a wall or placed on a book- 
shelf. The AV-1 features a 4-inch 
acoustic suspension woofer and RDL'’s 
proprietary “pulsating dome” tweeter, 
said to offer wider dispersion of high fre- 
quencies than other types. 

Despite their wider-than-normal 
coverage, I found the AV-1 to sound 
rather dull and recessed. Whether 
placed against the wall behind my TV or 
atop the stands I used for the other 
continued on page 64 











Tiny Titans: Despite the 3-inch woofers, Rock Solid’s 
TEAM speakers pump out good music sound. 
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format wars are al- 
most a matter of 
tradition in the 
world of home 
video. From the 
original Beta/VHS 
face-off of the late 
70s to the more re- 
cent skirmishes be- 
tween 8mm and 
VHS-C, competing 
delivery systems 
have always battled 
[Or Vp rian acy 
Throughout these 
conflicts, though, 
the content of 
home video has re- 
mained pretty much 
the same. It’s served 
well as a medium 
for watching mov- 
ies, a way to 
timeshift broadcast 
or cable programs, 
and as a tool for creating original 
material with live cameras. After 
all, what more could video possibly 
do? 

A lot more, as it turns out. But 
the people at the forefront of this, 
the second great video revolution, 
aren’t videophiles— they’re com- 
puter hackers. Video has recently 
earned a starring role in the brave 
new world of interactive multi- 
media, especially in the burgeoning 
CD-ROM field. Home entertain- 
ment may never be the same. 

Both the concept of multimedia 
and the role video will eventually 
play in it are not yet clearly defined. 
But that’s not only part of the fun, 
but part of the point. Video doesn’t 
have to be about movies or MTV 











BY RON 
GOLDBERG 





Multimedia means nothing less than the rebirth of home Bideo 


any more than au- 
dio should only be 
about music. Think 
of all the ways audio 
is used in the enter- 
tainment world: 
narration in a docu- 
mentary, sound ef- 
fects in a film, the 





various blips and 
bleeps that accom- 
pany any video 
game. Move the 
concept over to 
video and it’s easy 





to see the potential 
for synchronized 
picture and 
sound — given the 
right context. 








Hit the Road, Jack: Before you can wander freely through Pe- 
ter Gabriel's Explora1 CD-ROM, you must solve a simple 
puzzle (above) by putting your host back together. In a seg- 
ment devoted to World Music, you can use your mouse to 
pluck the strings of exotic instruments (below). 











Clever program- 
mers have also seen 
this potential, and 
are fulfilling it with 
2) a dazzling variety of 
entertainment and educational pro- 
grams for CD-ROM that incorpo- 
rate video in unprecedented ways. 
This constitutes yet another twist 
on accepted notions of what home 
video is all about: Putting video on 
CD-ROM removes it from the tra- 
ditional A/V living-room environ- 
ment, and into the new realm of 
home computers. 

For better or worse, electronics 
manufacturers have always re- 
garded the television as the ulti- 
mate home delivery system. After 
all, just about every household has a 
TV. With that in mind, numerous 
competitors are jostling to bring in- 
compatible set-top interactive sys- 
tems —each based on optical disc 
technology —to Ameria: s living 
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rooms. Commodore was the first with 
CDTV (now positioned as a CD-ROM 
peripheral for Amiga computers). Phi- 
lips soon followed with its CD-I system, 
which is now duking it out with 3DO for 
the early (and slim) market share in this 
infant industry. All these formats have 
promised full-motion video capabilities 
at one time or another. But so far, none 
has been able to establish digital video 
on five-inch discs as a significant force in 
the marketplace. 

This is partially due to the fact that 
full-motion, full-frame digital video is 
still technologically difficult to pull off. 
Video takes up an enormous amount of 
storage space when converted into digi- 
tal form. To give you an idea of just how 
much space, a typical music CD can 
hold over 75 minutes of digitized audio 
while using upwards of 600 megabytes of 
digital storage. A single frame of video, 
digitized and stored in the same way, 
would take up almost an entire mega- 
byte. Multiply that by the 30 frames-per- 
second you need for high-quality moving 
pictures and then by the 120 or so min- 
utes you’d need for an average Holly- 
wood movie. This adds up to 216,000 
megabytes of space, or roughly the 
equivalent of 360 CDs just to deliver 
Ace Ventura: Pet Detective. 

With data compression, however, 
these mammoth storage requirements 
are greatly diminished. As a result, many 
current CD-ROMs contain as much as 
90 minutes worth of partial-screen 
video. Nobody relishes the idea of 
watching low-quality, compressed video 
ona TV, but experienced in the context 
of CD-ROM multimedia and viewed on 
a computer screen, these images are not 
only acceptable, they’re perfectly appro- 
priate. 

Because video is only one of many 
different elements used by multimedia 
to make its point, there’s little reason to 
interrupt the flow of a CD-ROM by 
switching back and forth from a full- 
screen video image to, say, text or graph- 
ics. Remember, this isn’t video in the 
traditional sense, but something new al- 
together. So in most cases, CD-ROM 








Diver Down: 

Scuba simulation disc 
Oceans Below lets you 
choose the location of 
your dive using a variety 
of maps (right). Once 
you've descended to the 
specified locale, you can 
learn about undersea life 
like the Coral Crab (be- 
low) through a video 
window inside the gog- 
gles at center screen. 


video images are 
enclosed in small 
onscreen windows, 
often with marginal 





picture and sound 
quality. 

The best meth- 
od of video com- 
pression we have 
now is the one 
agreed upon by an 
international body 
called the Moving 
Pictures Experts 
Group, better 
known as MPEG. 
(This is the method 
recently used to re- 
lease full-length 
Paramount movies 
on CD-I.) Unfor- 
tunately, full-frame/ 
full-motion MPEG 
video on CD-ROM 





requires the addi- 
tion of a board costing several hundred 
dollars to the user's computer. So a vari- 
ety of lower-quality video compression 
schemes that do not require additional 
hardware are now being used to bring 
video pictures to CD-ROM. 

In each of these compression 


schemes, video signals are first encoded ' 


(recorded) with compression and later 
decoded (played back) and expanded. 
This scheme is called a codec, which 
simply stands for compression/decom- 
pression. Several, such as the common- 
ly-used Cinepak codec, are compatible 
with software-like Apple Computer’s 
QuickTime system extension. Quick- 
Time is a playback protocol for dynamic 
(changing over time) media, like video, 
audio and animation, and has become 
an essential tool for Macintosh multi- 
media. Other codecs (including Cin- 
epak) are compatible with similar 
software environments for the PC plat- 
form, like Microsoft’s AVI (audio-video 
interleaf) and QuickTime for Windows. 

Video pictures on the Macintosh or 
IBM platforms are usually very small — 
160 x 120 pixels, about two inches square 








on a typical monitor, though a growing 
number of titles boast decent picture 
quality at double that size. Pictures gen- 
erated through these codecs usually ex- 
hibit some kind of digital artifact, like 
zig-zagging lines or jumpy motion. But as 
we've pointed out, picture quality isn’t 
the point here, any more than a good 
script would be to a video game. If video 
is only used to impart a momentary clue 
in a role-playing game, or to show the 
results of your interaction, who really 
cares about perfect picture quality? Un- 
doubtedly, video quality will improve 
over time. But for now, the technical 
limitations of CD-ROM-based video are 
little impediment to its explosive 
growth. 

While personal computers (especially 
with CD-ROM drives) are still nowhere 
near as commonplace as TV sets, the sit- 
uation is changing fast. With about 6 mil- 
lion CD-ROM drives already out there, 
entertainment companies are developing 
multimedia titles for the most common 
delivery system for now and the forsee- 





able future —the computer. 


A wide variety of CD-ROM titles al- | 
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ROM REVOLUTION 








Fangs a Lot: Users collect video clues to solve the 
mystery of interactive movie Dracula Unleashed. 





ready exploit the new potential of video 
in a multimedia environment. What fol- 
lows are a half-dozen of our favorite CD- 
ROMs. Each employs video in a unique 
way and to its own special ends: 


XPLORAI: 
Peter Gabriel’s Secret World 
(Interplay Macintosh CD-ROM, 
$49.95) 

New-age renaissance man Peter 
Gabriel has long been a fan of new tech- 
nologies, and his first foray into CD- 
ROM (numerous other Xplora titles are 
in the works) is the work of someone 
who genuinely seems to understand the 
possibilities of multimedia. Naturally, 
there are the hit music videos, like “Kiss 
That Frog” and “Blood of Eden,” plus 
interviews and behind-the-scenes foot- 
age. Taken on their own, these pictures 
and sounds are not of impressively high 
quality. But they’re used to 
help generate a dazzlingly 
complete multimedia envi- 
ronment. 

In a subtle use of the 
video medium on CD- 
ROM, Gabriel himself pops 
up in a small video window 
from time to time to offer 
tips and suggestions about 
fun places to explore on 
the disc. This use of video 
as a help screen is a pro- 
found step forward in user- 
friendliness and could be 
applied to all kinds of inter- 
active material, from games 
to fine art. After all, which 
would you rather learn 
from, a text or a full- 
fledged video mentor? 


@ file Edit 











Salt of the Earth 
(Voyager Macintosh CD-ROM, $49.95) 

This title instantly feels familiar to 
laserdisc fans. In fact, it’s essentially a 
member of the Criterion Collection, 
only shrunken down to a five-inch ROM 
disc. This format offers two advantages. 
For one thing, there are more people 
with CD-ROM drives than laserdisc 
players, so Salt has a shot at a wider au- 
dience. And for the consumer, it has 
most of the advantages of a full-fledged 
laserdisc (supplemental materials, 
screenplays, interviews, photos, etc.) for 
substantially less money than a compa- 
rable LD. 

Salt of the Earth is a feature-length 
“docudrama” about striking miners, 
noteworthy mainly for having been 
made by filmmakers banned by the Mc- 
Carthy-era blacklists. Viewers can watch 
the film in its entirety from a large-ish 
video window, or shrink the picture 
down and read along with the screen- 
play during playback. Also included on 
the disc are several historical, critical 
and biographical essays, a timeline that 
reveals the truth about efforts to squelch 
the film, and a documentary called The 
Hollywood Ten that focuses on the Mc- 
Carthy era. The disc may well be a har- 
binger of things to come: This is an 
excellent way of making available in- 
depth treatments of titles that may not 
merit full laserdisc releases. 





Mini-movie: The Salt of the Earth CD-ROM presents 
the full-length film in a small video window (below left). 











Wed 7:43AM FE] (D gr | 


Man Enough 
(Tsunami MPC CD-ROM, $79.95) 
This role-playing game is ambitious 
enough to take up two discs and uses 
video as a sort of cross between a help 
screen, a tip sheet and a Greek chorus. 
It all begins when the player, who sees 
the game unfold from a cinematically 


Too Hot to Handle? With Tsunami’s Man Enough 
disc, you'll either demonstrate your prowess with the 
opposite sex or look very silly trying. 


Ultimate 
Soctad 


Adventure 


subjective point of view, visits a dating 
service. Unfortunately, his (your) real 
dream date is Jerri, who happens to run 
the dating service. After choosing one of 
three “lines” to feed her, Jerri reacts 
with glee or horror at the 
<qorihe 
player’s wit, or lack thereof. 

























SONTHOLLER) FORM 






wha’ 
Uour bids? 


INT. PARLOR - FULL SHOT 


7 whats Wour new Wor 7 
7 Your right” té negtect 


He goes abruptly ta the parlor Eeperanze stands 
there 4 moment, then slowly fallowe hire. 


Ramon goes to a closet, gets a ritte 4nd 4 bus oF 
ohells off the chelf. He sits down on the edge of 6 
chatr and begins to clean the rifle with an oty rag. 


EG be ath et, 


She might go out with you, 
but first, you have to prove 
you're man enough. 

The player must then 
go after five women Jerri 
has chosen. If the player 
successfully talks them up, 
a video of your virtual 
“date”? comes up—any- 
thing from paintball to a 
picnic in the park. 





4 Esperangs enters scene, wetching fink There ts & 
iW jong eilence Throughout the proceed- 
ings a video Jerri surfaces 
ESPERANIZA } ; 
where uou going? from time to time, either to 
a congratulate you on the 
eAMON 
Hunting. smoothness of your moves 





or lambast you as a real 
loser. Through a method of 
controlled randomness, Jer- 
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ty 


| cast fc 
ti’s video advice takes the game into 
branches that the player might not have 
otherwise explored. 


CREDITS 


7 


Dracula Unleashed 
(Viacom New Media MPC or Macin- 
tosh CD-ROM, $59.95) 

This disc is an excellent example of 
a mutlimedia trend called the “inter- 
ruptable movie.” In this mystery game, 
the player is charged with uncovering 
the dastardly count’s modus operandi 
and next intended victim. Clues are pro- 
vided through short video movies, 
which are actually scripted and acted 
out with real actors and sets. Video 
quality is excellent (relatively speaking), 
and takes up the larger 320 x 240 video 
window. Carefully dropped hints 
throughout the dialog (and some ham- 
my acting) are the keys to making intel- 
ligent game moves. But solving the 
mystery takes more than good eaves- 
dropping. 

The movie reveals different clues de- 
pending on where the player is in the 
game. Characters and settings change, 
as they would in a real-life mystery. The 
scripts of the video scenes often reflect 
knowledge that the player has already 
gathered, and there are enough of these 
scenes to make what might otherwise 
have been a mundane whodunnit into a 
multi-layered experience. This genre of 
multimedia game looks like it has great 
potential for mainstream acceptance. 
Other titles, like Virgin’s ubiquitous 7th 
Guest and three volumes of Sherlock 
Holmes: Consulting Detective (also from 
Viacom) have already achieved hit sta- 
tus. 


Oceans Below 
(Software Toolworks Windows or Mac- 
intosh CD-ROM, $49.95; 3DO disc 
$49.95) 

In this participation game, the player 
gets to scuba dive at some of the great 










Thig edition of Laurer 
approval of director Dy 
digttally from a Sin 
widegcreen aspect ratio. The soundtrack was derived 
from 4 nety Dolby stereo masnetic master, 
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Window Shopping: 

A laserdisc catalog and 
reference tool, Criterion 
Goes to the Movies in- 
cludes a short clip from 
all the films in the collec- 
tion, each presented in 
the appropriate aspect 
ratio (upper right). 


diving spots of the 
world, including the 
Caribbean, the Red 
Sea and Australia’s 
Great Barrier Reef. 
Two oceanographers 
come along to offer 
diving advice and a 
geographical/cultur- 
al introduction to 
Si the dive’s locale. 
Once the player gets the info and feels 
ready, it’s diver down. 

Below the surface, there are numer- 
ous aquatic sights, each represented by 
still pictures on screen. Click the mouse 





rabie. released with the 
an, wae transferred 
ler pint in the correct 










on any of these attractions, and a short | 


video, including narration, comes up. In 
this way, Oceans Below attempts to be- 
come a “virtual” experience, offering an 
armchair dive in lieu of getting wet. The 
drawbacks are obvious — this is certainly 
no substitute for the real thing. But this 
title points the way toward the kinds of 
simulations that will undoubtedly be- 
come very popular as multimedia 
progresses. Imagine video helping to 
simulate a safari or a stock car race. 


Getting 
Started 
with 

C0-ROM 





Don’t laugh — these virtual experiences 
will be here sooner then you think. 


Criterion Goes to the Movies 
(Voyager Macintosh CD-ROM, $24.95) 

This title’s seemingly prosaic use of 
video helps it function effectively as 
both a catalog and a database. The disc 
serves as a tantalizing introduction to 
Voyager’s cinephile-friendly laserdisc 
collection, but it’s also an invaluable ref- 
erence work and a serviceable, if some- 
what limited, film encyclopedia. 

Each laserdisc in the Criterion Col- 
lection gets its own data screen on this 
CD-ROM. From this point you can ac- 
cess the film’s credits, special disc fea- 
tures, still-pictures of cast members, 
chapter listings, the complete back-cov- 
er essay and a short video clip from the 
film intended to capture its essence. You 
can search for other titles in a variety of 
ways—by Academy Awards, actors, 
even language. With simplicity arid ele- 
gance, Criterion Goes to the Movies 
blends the best in home video and mul- 
timedia to create a true reference tool 
for the interactive age. P 


What kind of hardware will get you going in multimedia? 
If you've already got a garden-variety PC-compatible 
computer (using a 386-based processor or better), you'll 
need a few enhancements. Jo bring your machine up to 
the MPC II level (the standard for multimedia PCs), 
you'll need a sound card, an SVGA video card, small 
powered speakers and, of course, a CD-ROM drive. 
Many sound and video cards are available, so try to 
go for the more popular makes (like SoundBlaster and 


ATI), which will be compatible with more titles. Your 
CD-ROM drive should be at least a double-speed model. 
Having a dealer install these items will save you many 
headaches. If you’re a Macintosh user, just plug in a dou- 
ble-speed ROM drive and a pair of powered speakers. 

Next, don’t skimp on RAM (random access memo- 
ty). Although DOS discs are limited to 640 kilobytes of 
“base” memory, Windows-based and Mac titles suffer no 
such limitations. You can run some multimedia titles 
with as little as 4 megabytes, but these are definitely in 
the minority. Consider 8 MB a minimum to run video- 
intensive titles. We're not kidding. 

Prices for all this? If you’re starting from scratch in 
either platform, expect to pay between $1,500 and 
$2,000 for an entry-level multimedia machine. If you're 
upgrading to CD-ROM, avoid the single-speed drives 
that have flooded the market at extremely low prices. 
They won’t run many of the more elaborate titles with 
any efficiency. A good 2x drive will cost between $250 


and $350. 


—RG 
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SOny 


Hyper HAD 


Digital advances 
and plunging 
prices shake up 


the game plan 
at NAB ‘94 


BY FRANK BEACHAM 


his spring’s convention of the Na- 

tional Association of Broadcasters, 

drew a record 71,000 video profes- 
sionals to Las Vegas to check out the 
state of the art. What they found — 
along with new products, tapes and for- 
mats — was a plummeting bottom line 
for broadcast-quality video gear. Digital 
technology, a driving force in 
professional circles, is now pounding 
away at the low end, breaking through 
old cost barriers. 

Why should you care? Because the 
plunging prices are opening doors for 
amateurs who want to make programs 
with a broadcast look. Technology re- 
served for only the deepest pockets a 
couple of years ago is quickly trickling 
down to the masses. 

Take digital signal processing. Last 
year it would have taken $50,000 to own 


























Going Digital: 
Sony's UVW-100 
Betacam SP (left) 
and Panasonic's 
S-VHS Supercam 
bring the cost of 
digital signal proc- 
essing down from 
the clouds. 















a professional DSP 
camcorder. This year Pan- 
asonic introduced the Supercam, a one- 
piece S-VHS camcorder with DSP, for 
$7,000 (without lens). Supercam uses 
three half-inch, 380,000-pixel FIT 
CCDs to achieve 700 lines of horizontal 
resolution, a signal-to-noise ratio better 
than 60 decibels (in the camera sec- 
tion), a minimum illumination of 2 lux 
and a high sensitivity of f/8 at 2,000 lux. 
A few years ago these would have been 
specs to die for, at any price. 

The Supercam is intended for elec- 
tronic news gathering and shooting 
events like weddings. It includes both 
vertical and longitudinal time code and 
four channels of audio. It weighs 13.2 
pounds and consumes 21 watts of power. 
Some NAB watchers think this may be 
the camcorder that launches a new gen- 












eration of freelance news stringers. 

Not to be left out of the price cut- 
ting, Sony introduced two products that 
redefine the cost structure of its pro 
lines. The UVW-100 Betacam SP cam- 
corder, for example, brings the price of 
the popular professional Betacam SP for- 
mat down from the clouds. The $14,000 
tag, heavy as it may seem to consumers, 
struck professionals with the force of a 
Los Angeles aftershock. The technology 
in the UVW-100 was previously avail- 
able only in camcorders “costing over 
$35,000,” according to Andrew Mougis, 
a Sony broadcast sales executive. 

The UVW-100 uses three half-inch 
HyperHad IT CDD chips and offers a 60 
dB signal-to-noise ratio and an f/8 lens 
opening at a 2,000 lux sensitivity rating. 
Weighing just over 15 pounds, packed, it 
is highly automated and optimized for 
field use by one person. 

Slashing the entry price to Be- 
tacam SP in half will 
eventually lower the 
prices of Betacam 
production crews and 
rental houses as well 
as rates for high- 
end Betacam 
editing suites. 

For videophiles 

this will mean 

easier access to 
top facilities, 
since they'll cost so 


‘ much less to rent and use. 


Sony’s second shocker was a product 
that could almost be described as a com- 
plete TV studio in a box. Dubbed the 
FXE-100 Integrated Video Editing Sys- 
tem, it’s a single-piece desktop control- 
ler the size of a small video switcher. 
Nevertheless, it combines a linear A/B 
roll editing system, a digital video 
switcher, a special-effects generator, an 
audio mixer and two frame syn- 
chronizers, eliminating the need for time 
base correctors. 

Make no mistake, the FXE-100 is no 
toy, despite it’s low (for the pros) $6,800 
price. It’s a broadcast-quality console 
that can serve as the centerpiece of a se- 
tious production or post-production stu- 
dio. It connects easily to Betacam SP, 
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U-Matic, Hi8 and S-VHS VCRs via 
RS-422 and RS-232C ports. It accepts 
Y/C and composite video signals, and of- 
fers a variety of programmed effects, in- 
cluding wipes and mixes. It has a 99-edit 
memory, and events can be saved on 
floppy discs. The audio mixer section 
has two AUX input channels and a MIC 
input for voiceovers. Peter Dare, Sony 
senior vice president of technology, 
called the FXE-100 “smarter than any- 
thing else we’ve done in a long time.” 


NEXT YEAR, THE DISC-CORDER 


s if there wasn’t enough camera 
A news, Avid Technology, the 
Tewksburg, Massachusetts maker 
of video editing systems, joined with 
Ikegami, the Japanese camera manufac- 
turer, to announce plans for a digital disc- 
corder for TV news applications. The 
companies said that early next year they 
will market a camcorder system that uses 
a hard disc to record video and audio. 
The idea is to record video directly 
onto a disc, rather than tape, then pop 
the disc into a personal computer for 
editing. ‘““No longer will transferring 
from tape be necessary to utilize the 





power of hard disc editing systems,” said 
Curt Rawley, Avid’s president. Images 
captured in the field will plug di- 
rectly into digital news gath- 
ering edit stations, he 

explained. 

Avid says 
interest in 
the disc 
camcorder 
came from 
television stations 
that already use disc-based 
editing systems like Avid’s News- 
Cutter for quickly cutting news seg- 
ments, and Avid’s AirPlay for 
broadcasting the results. 

If there were still any doubts about 
the seriousness of the desktop video rev- 
olution, one only had to look at Sony 
and Panasonic: Both introduced their 
first PC-based desktop systems. In fact, 
it seemed nearly every manufacturer 
had some sort of desktop video product. 
Here are some highlights: 


e Interactive Media Technologies 
announced EditStation, a stand-alone 
video editing system with a Windows- 
based touch-screen interface. The Edit- 


Personal Producer Xpress - Untitied 
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Two-way Editing: The new Matrox Studio combines non-linear and traditional online editing. 














Studio in a Box: 
Sony's FXE-100 Inte- 
grated Video Editing 
System. 








Station is a complete A/B roll post-pro- 
duction system that includes two source 
VCRs, a recording VCR, a Commodore 
Amiga computer with the NewTek 
Video Toaster, a routing and control sys- 
tem and two monitors. It’s designed to 
act as an all-in-one system so simple any 
novice could sit down and edit broad- 
cast-quality video. The company would 
like to see EditStations turn up in chains 
like Kinko’s or PIP, where anyone could 
rent a few hours of video editing time. 

e NewTek announced the Video 
Toaster Flyer, billed immodestly as “the 
first D-2 quality tapeless editing system,” 
at a price of only $3,995. Given that a 
single D-2 digital broadcast video re- 
corder costs more than $50,000, New- 
Tek’s claim is no small feat. 

The Flyer is. a disc-based, non-linear 
editing system that’s compatible with 
NewTek’s Video Toaster 4000. It inte- 
grates all Toaster functions into a single 
post-production system. In addition to 
the Flyer’s circuit card, the user needs to 
purchase hard disc drives for video stor- 
age. The Flyer uses a new compression 
algorithm NewTek calls VTASC, which 
it says is so good it “allows the user to 
dial in the video quality” up to lossless 
D-2. According to NewTek president 
Tim Jenison, the Flyer reduces “the cost 
of production by an order of magnitude.” 


e Matrox fielded a new version of its 
Matrox Studio desktop video editing 
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suite. The system combines non-linear 
and traditional online editing in the 
same box. Users now get the benefits of 
fast, random-access editing for decision 
making and the enhanced image quality 
that comes from using original source 
tapes for A/B/C roll auto assembly. The 
new Matrox Studio is available in six 
configurations, ranging from $12,995 to 
$28,995. 

e Apple Computer combined prod- 
ucts from several manufacturers in its 
Apple Professional Video Production 
Solution, an industrial-quality video 
post system based on the Macintosh 
Quadra. The system, priced at $10,749, 
enables users to capture, edit, manipu- 
late and output video from the desktop. 
Central to the bundle is the Radius Vid- 
eoVision Studio NuBus video card that 
provies full-motion, full-screen, flicker- 
free video at 30 frames per second with a 
resolution .of 640 by 480 pixels. 

e Included in Apple’s package is Ad- 
obe System’s new version of Premiere, a 
leading desktop video editing applica- 
tion for the Mac. In addition to running 
in the native mode on Apple’s new Pow- 
er Macs, Premiere 4.0 offers a long list of 
improvements for video and multimedia 
producers. 

e Adobe also updated Premiere for 
Windows. Version 1.1 supports direct 
video capture using the Adobe Video 
Capture software program included in 
the package. The CD-ROM version of 
the program throws in sample video, au- 
dio and still image files. 

Throughout NAB, the most dis- 
cussed digital compression scheme was 
MPEG-II, a tool kit from the Motion 











Interactive Partner: Interactive Media's EditStation 
and touch-screen interface (inset), designed to be a 
simple, all-in-one editing suite. 





Picture Experts Group that comprises 
more than 600 pages of mathematical 
data. C-Cube Microsystems, a maker of 
integrated circuits, announced the first 
single chip designed to decode four 
video compression algorithms. The chip 
can handle MPEG-I, two levels of 
MPEG-II and General Instrument’s Di- 
giCipher II. It can also work in NTSC, 
PAL and film modes while supporting 
multiple video resolutions. Such a chip 
is expected be included in future TV-top 
converters designed to process new pro- 
gram services from cable and satellite 
broadcasters. 


Hi8, S-VHS AND VHS 


ajor improvements that will af- 
ar tect the Hi8 and S-VHS formats 

and, possibly, even the long term 
future of VHS were also announced. 

In the Hi8 camp, Sony introduced 
new tape formulations that are intended 
to fix a problem the manufacturer has 
never admitted having with the for- 
mat — excessive dropouts caused by dust 
and dirt. Calling its new 
HMPxX tape ‘“‘a major 
advancement,” Sony 
tape marketing execu- 
tive Joseph Tibensky de- 
scribed it as an 
enhanced metal-particle 
tormulation that has 
fewer dropouts and a 
one-decible RF output 
improvement. Sony also 
premiered HMEX, a 
metal-evaporated tape, 
Sony says is rugged 
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enough for Hi8 editing applications 

On the S-VHS side, Panasonic in- 
troduced the AG-DS850 S-VHS editing 
VCR with digital slow motion. Featuring 
a host of DSP functions, the recorder 
will play back noiseless video in speeds 
ranging from one-fourth reverse to one- 
half forward. It’s being positioned as the 
ideal machine for slow-motion playback 
analysis. The price is under $10,000. 

Stealing some thunder from its tradi- 
tional products, JVC demonstrated its 
new W-VHS format, slated to be the 
next generation of VHS. On display was 
a $6,000 professional deck, the SR- 
W310, billed by JVC as “the world’s first 
affordable HDTV widescreen, 16:9 as- 
pect ratio professional VTR with the ca- 
pacity of recording both NTSC and 
HDTV signals.” The VCR can also play 
standard VHS and S-VHS tapes. 

W-VHS videocassettes are similar in 
design to VHS tapes, permitting VCR 
makers to employ resources and facili- 
ties used for VHS and S-VHS manufac- 
ture. However, the W-VHS standard 
uses a special high-performance tape 
coated with metal powder. The cassette 
is the same size as standard VHS, and 
allows up to three hours of recording in 
high-definition mode and nine hours in 
the standard-definition mode. 

JVC spokesman David Walton said 
the SR-W310 and a similarly priced con- 
sumer version, the HR-W1, are already 
being sold in Japan and that JVC is still 
deciding when to bring the W-VHS for- 
mat to the U.S. W-VHS image quality, 
Walton said, is comparable to the 
HDTV videotape recorders and laser re- 
corder/players already being used in 
professional HDTV markets. a 


Toast Plus: Screen for the Video Toaster Flyer, which 
integrates all Toaster functions into one system. 
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smooth sound and strong bass that re- 
minded me of the separate high-end 
amps I use at home. However, it seemed 
to emphasize certain frequencies — Lan- 
ce noticed excessive strength in both 
the bass and the treble. 

The SA-GX670 has one major prob- 
lem: a noisy surround channel. At the 
80 dB calibration, the noise was notice- 
able — and distracting —on quiet scenes. 
At 85 dB calibration, it was noticeable 
almost all the time. 

We encountered no problems setting 
up the SA-GX670. And if you do en- 
counter problems, there’s a help button 
that uses the receiver's alphanumeric 
display to tell you what’s wrong. Tech- 
nics includes a real universal remote, 
which controls many brands of TVs, 
VCRs and laserdisc players. The remote 
also controls Technics CD players, audio 
cassette decks and DCC decks. 

e Sherwood RV-5030R. Frankly, 
Sherwood isn’t the first name we think 
of in home theater audio. But maybe 
that will change. Both Lance and | 
picked the RV-5030R as our favorite — it 
sounds like it costs $800! 

On both Pro-Logic and straight ster- 
eo, we loved the Sherwood’s warm 
sound. Whether cranked up or turned 
down, with action movies or choral 
works, the RV-5030R was always pleas- 
ant to listen to. Lance loved its realistic 
rendition of vocals and horns, and its 
solid imaging. I particularly enjoyed its 
robust bass on action-movie scenes. Part 
of this sonic quality may be due to Sher- 
wood’s use of Analog Devices’ outstan- 
ding Pro-Logic chip, but given the 
RV-5030’s great stereo performance, 
most is undoubtedly due to engineering 
excellence. The receiver is rated at 85 
watts left and right, 65 watts center and 
20 watts for the surrounds. 

One caveat, though—we found the 
RV-5030’s single music surround mode 
(labeled hall) useless. It simply routes 
the sound into the rear speakers with a 
touch of delay, but it puts so much 
sound in the surrounds that the effect is 
very distracting. The remote has a but- 
ton for a theater mode, but with this re- 
ceiver, the button doesn’t work. 

The RV-5030R proved very easy to 
set up and use. It includes an extra 
video/stereo audio input for a camcord- 
er. Unfortunately, the remote only con- 
trols the receiver and certain Sherwood 
CD players and audio cassette decks. 

e Pioneer VSX-D503S. The most ver- 
satile receiver of the bunch, the VSX- 
D503S offers a wide range of surround 
modes and a learning-type universal re- 
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mote that controls a TV, a laserdisc 
player, a CD player and an audio 
cassette deck. 

It also features auto source control: 
two programmable buttons that let you 
store input, surround and volume set- 
tings for easy recall. Through a jack on 
the back panel, auto source control can 
even send power-up and play commands 
to Pioneer TVs, laserdisc players, VCRs 
and cassette decks. 

Lance ranked it near the top soni- 
cally; he frequently characterized it as 
“smooth” in his evaluation report. I also 
liked it, but ranked it more in the mid- 
dle of the pack because I found the ster- 
eo sound a tad strident, and because of a 
slight amount of noise in the surround 
channel. However, the noise is much 
less pronounced than with the Technics 
and Fisher receivers. In stereo mode, the 
VSX-D503 delivers 110 watts per chan- 
nel, and in the surround modes, it deliv- 
ers 75 watts to each front channel, and 
20 watts to each surround speaker. 

The unit’s DSP surround modes 
were more subtle than those of the 
Yamaha receiver. I actually enjoyed the 
rather understated jazz mode, but I 
found the bass boost in the dance mode 
and a weird phasing effect in the hall 
mode too heavy-handed. There’s also a 
Pro-Logic theater mode similar to the 
Pro-Logic enhanced mode in the 
Yamaha, and a simulated stereo mode 
that adds ambience to mono movies. 

Once you figure your way around 
the complicated remote, the VSX- 
D503S is a breeze to use. With good 
sound, lots of surround modes and a 
taste of the system control features 
found in more expensive receivers, the 


VSX-D503S is a good buy at $500. 








e Onkyo TX-SV414PRO. Onkyo en- 
joys a reputation for impressive build 
quality and cut-above sound. We were 
happy to see it hasn’t abandoned those 
priorities to meet a $400 price point. Al- 
though it offers fewer features than the 
other receivers we tried, the TX- 
SV414PRO delivers sonically. 

This receiver has the most distinc- 
tive sonic signature of the group, with 
noticeably soft highs. This made the 
sound very listenable even when crank- 
ed up to Dolby reference level. I found 
the TX-SV414PRO the least fatiguing of 
all the receivers on loud action-movie 
scenes. Lance called the sound pleasant, 
but added that softening the highs took 
the character out of many recordings. 
Best bet: Turn up the treble a little or 
use speakers with strong highs. 

The TX-SV414PRO puts out 60 
watts per channel in stereo, and in Pro- 
Logic, 50 watts in each front channel 
and 15 in each surround. The remote 
only operates other Onkyo equipment: a 
CD player and two cassette decks. As 
long as you don’t need a universal re- 
mote or extra surround modes, the On- 
kyo is a solid choice. 

e Fisher RS-737. An unusual ver- 
tically oriented display makes the 
RS-737 the most distinctive-looking re- 
ceiver here. Functionally, it bears a pass- 
ing resemblance to the Sherwood 
receiver. It has front-panel inputs for a 
camcorder, and the remote controls of 
the two receivers look almost identical. 

However, we found the sound of the 
RS-737 a bit disappointing. As with the 
Technics SA-GX670, there was notice- 
able noise in the surround channel, 
which was often distracting. Lance and I 
both found the bass response weak, the 





highs somewhat muffled and the mid- 
range rough and accentuated. But the 
RS-737 does have several special equal- 
ization settings, plus one you can cus- 
tomize yourself. These can help improve 
the sound, but we think it’s a better idea 
not to rely on equalization to get good 
sound. 

The stadium and theater surround 
modes, though, sound reasonably 
good — better than the Sherwood’s hall 
mode. The power spread is 80 watts per 
front channel, 20 watts for surround. 
The remote operates Fisher and Sanyo 
VCRs and TVs, and most Fisher and 
Sanyo CD players and cassette decks. 
We had no problems operating the 
RS-737, except that the volume returns 
to a very low setting every time you turn 


it off. 
THE BUDGET BOTTOM LINE 


Without consulting each other or re- 
marking on the sound during the tests, 
Lance and I came to almost identical 
conclusions —our rankings were the 
same for stereo, and the same save one 
for Pro-Logic. We both loved the sound 
of the Sherwood RV-5030R. We both 
felt the Pioneer VSX-D503S, Yamaha 
RX-V480 and Onkyo TX-SV414PRO 
displayed certain idiosyncrasies, but de- 
served recommendation —we suspect 
many will prefer their features and sonic 
qualities to the Sherwood’s. And we 
both found that noise in the surround 
channel and peculiar sonics made the 
Technics and Fisher receivers iffy 
choices. 

If you still don’t have a surround sys- 
tem, now’s the time to buy—it’s proba- 
bly impossible to make decent surround- 
sound receivers at lower prices. 2 
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FEATURE FILMS 





In the Name of the Father 


1993. Daniel Day-Lewis, Emma Thomp- 
son; dir. Jim Sheriden. Surround, cc. (R) 
133 min. priced for rental. LD letterboxed 
$39.98. MCA/Universal. 

Crammed with enough ideas for five 
movies, In the Name of the Father begs for 
harsher editing. Despite an electric per- 
formance by Daniel Day-Lewis as a hap- 
less Irishman wrongly jailed for terror- 
ism, writer-director Jim Sheridan ap- 
proaches this true story from so many 
ditterent, tantalizing angles that he di- 
lutes its impact. 

The heart of the tale is the evolution 
of Gerry Conlon (Day-Lewis) from mar- 
ginal loser to man of principle. Framed 
by British authorities desperate to solve 
an IRA pub bombing, he’s a direction- 
less petty thief—just the sort of person, 
ironically, the IRA disdains. Once con- 
victed along with a host of friends and 
family, including his mousy dad (Peter 
Postlethwaite), Conlon’s defeatist self-, 
pity gives way to outrage and a deter- 
mination to survive. 

Conlon’s transformation reflects a 
growing respect and affection for his fa- 
ther Guiseppe, who doesn’t let injustice 
and physical frailty extinguish his spirit. 
Their tender exchanges take place 
against the bleak backdrop of a maxi- 
mum security facility, recapturing the 
desperation of classic Hollywood jail- 
house melodramas. Given the extensive, 
absorbing rendering of prison life, the 
political aspect of the tale inevitably re- 
ceives short shrift. And the scenes of the 
Conlons’ attorney (Emma Thompson) 
uncovering the conspiracy almost seem 
like an afterthought, despite their im- 
portance. However impassioned, In the 
Name of the Father can’t fulfill all of its 
grand ambitions. —Jon Young 








Doin’ Time: Two generations find themselves unjustly imprisoned In the Name of the Father. 








Short Cuts 


1993. Andie MacDowell, Tim Robbins, 
Madeleine Stowe, Fred Ward, Lily Tomlin; 
dir. Robert Altman. Surround, cc. (R) 188 
min. priced for rental. LD $49.99. Crite- 
rion LD letterboxed $124.95. New Line. 

Short Cuts, Robert Altman’s epic 
fantasia on Raymond Carver's short sto- 
ties, is a vision of American middle-class 
life so dark that, logically speaking, it 
should be intolerable. These denizens of 
the L.A. 'burbs are so wrapped in them- 
selves that they can’t help screwing 
themselves, and each other, up. Ciga- 
rettes and Jack Daniels, rage and cyni- 
cism are their constant companions, 
from the jealous brain surgeon (Mat- 
thew Modine) to the sexually frustrated 
pool cleaner (Christopher Penn). One 
couple (Andie MacDowell and Bruce 
Davison) who think they’re immune 
sadly learn otherwise. 

Altman, of course, makes it liberat- 





ing. It’s not only that he’s blenderized 
nine Carver stories so that the charac- 
ters interact and enrich each other, or 
that the 22 name actors who play them 
are mostly perfectly cast. Altman makes 
them come to life in a way that tran- 
scends despair. He’s telling us that this is 
life, nothing much will change it— not 
even an earthquake —and this is our 
chance to enjoy it. The problems are ob- 
vious enough, like the non-Carver mate- 
rial (you can tell where it is, and it drags 
down the actors), and some gratuitous 
nudity. But they’re subsumed in Alt- 
man’s huge tapestry of life and death. It’s 
arguably his masterpiece. 

On video, you might lose the argu- 
ment: Short Cuts doesn’t really work on 
tape. Its sense of sweep and freedom is 
entirely lost in pan-and-scan, while its 
flaws come into bold relief. I hope the 
letterboxed disc will restore some of the 
thrilling experience | remember from 
the theater. —Sol Louis Siegel 
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Six Degrees of 
Separation 


1993. Stockard Channing, Will Smith, 
Donald Sutherland; dir. Fred Schepisi. Sur- 
round, cc. (R) 112 min. priced for rental. 
LD letterboxed $34.98. MGM/UA. 

Six Degrees of Separation is one of the 
best play-to-movie adaptations ever 
made. John Guare’s stage hit, about 
what happens when Paul, a young hus- 
tler, convinces upper-crust New 4 
Yorkers that he’s the (nonexi- 
stent) son of Sidney Poitier, is 
serious comedy: It’s about what 
human beings have in common as much 
as it’s a social satire. Director Fred 
Schepisi has transferred not only the di- 
alog but the line readings intact from 
the stage; using a jigsaw-puzzle-like 
structure of interlocking flashbacks, he 
underlines Guare’s main points without 
a trace of portentousness, and the pic- 
ture plays like lightning. 

At the heart of the story lie Paul, 
who just wants to belong, and Ouisa 
Kittredge, the nouveau-riche matron 
who thinks she’s self-aware until her 
close encounter shocks her out of her 
cynical complacency. Stockard Chan- 
ning, who played Ouisa on stage for 
years, radiates a real, human kind of 
beauty, and Will Smith manages to 
make Paul charming and touching even 
when he’s destructive. Donald Suther- | 
land really goes to town as Ouisa’s art- 
dealer husband, who's a bigger hustler 
than Paul. 

With its amazing supporting cast 
and wonderful use of locations, this is a 
dazzling movie. Miraculously, even 
much of Ian Baker’s supple camera work 
survives the transfer from Panavision to 
pan-and-scan. —SLS 
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Sleeper of the Year: Jim Carrey in Ace Ventura. 








Ace Ventura: 
Pet Detective 


1994. Jim Carrey, Sean Young; dir. Tom 
Shadyac. Surround, cc. (PG-13) 90 min. 


$24.96. LD letterboxed $34.98. Warner. 

Ace Ventura: Pet Detective is one of 
the surprise hits of 1994: a $70 million 
smash about a guy who hunts down 
missing dogs, cats, even pigeons. If that 
sounds thin, it is, but the movie banks 
on the shenanigans of In Living Color’s 
resident nutcase, Jim Carrey, a cross be- 
tween Pee-Wee Herman and Robin 
Williams. 

No one thinks much of Ventura. Af- 
ter all, how can one take seriously a man 
who eats bird seed at interviews and 
breaks into Star Trek impressions at a 
crime site? Yet Ace is an ace —an inso- 
lent and wacky deductive genius who 
puts establishment types in their places 
with the kind of child-like insults kids 
love. 

There’s not much to the movie, in 
which Ventura searches for a kidnapped 
dolphin, but the writers keep things roll- 
ing with silly chases and pratfalls, bad 
jokes and over-the-top parodies of other 
films. (Originality is not the issue: The 
theme from Mission: Impossible turns up 
for the umpteenth time, as does yet an- 
other parody of The Crying Game's sex- 
crossed casting.) Kids will want to see it 
again and again, and Carrey, a living car- 
toon who overacts prodigiously, is sure 
to be back in a sequel as unremarkable 
as the original. 

In what must be a first for this sort of 
movie, Warners has added extra footage 
for the video release. The new material 
was not included on our review cassette. 

—Tom Soter 
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EDITOR'S CHOICE | 
<> 


kenneth korman 


Two retired men sit alone on a porch 
in the little town of Bentonia on the 
Mississippi Delta, an area which long 
ago produced legendary bluesman 
Robert Johnson. Using a battered 
acoustic guitar and harmonica, the 
men pick out an old Skip James 
tune —‘‘Hard Time Killin’ Floor 
Blues” —in a style so honest and di- 
rect, it’s obviously been passed down 
from one generation to the next. 
Meanwhile, a somewhat younger gui- 
tarist named Jack “The Oil Man” 
Johnson (he drives a Shell truck dur- 
ing the day) cranks out his own mod- 
ern, electrified version of the blues in 
a packed and sweaty “juke joint” not 
too far up the road. You won’t find 
music this raw and impassioned on 
MTV — probably not even at your lo- 
cal record store. You can, however, 
experience it 
through a fas- 
cinating new doc- 
umentary called 
Deep Blues 
(Tara Releasing, 
415-454-5838; 
VHS $39.95). 

A collabora- 
tion among New 
York Times music 
critic Robert Pal- | 
mer, noted docu- 
mentary film- 
maker Robert 
Mugge and rock 
musician Dave 
Stewart (formerly Deep Blues’ 
of Eurythmics), Jack Johnson 
this recent smash from the interna- 
tional film-festival circuit takes great 
pains to preserve the music as it still 
exists today in the Delta. Palmer, 
whose 1981 book Deep Blues inspired 
the film, meets Stewart in Memphis 
and heads south in search of real mu- 
sic made by real people. The depth 
and quality of what they find may 
surprise even blues aficionados. And 
most of these artists have never seen 
the inside of a recording studio. 

Deep Blues allows its featured 




























performances are left unedited and 
uninterrupted. The film only 
scratches the surface of the Delta’s 
rich cultural history, but for that we 
happily refer you to Palmer's wonder- 
ful book (Penguin, $11). It's the per- 
fect complement to a heartfelt film. m 
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Wayne’s World 2 


1993. Michael Myers, Dana Carvey, Kim 
Basinger, Christopher Walken; dir. Stephen 
Surjik. Surround, cc. (PG-13) 94 min. 
priced for rental. LD letterboxed $34.98. 
Paramount. 

Despite the law of diminishing re- 
turns governing sequels, Wayne's World 2 
delivers enough genial idiocy to satisfy 
fans of the first flick. This time, Wayne 
(Michael Myers) rescues his hot girl- 
friend Cassandra (Tia Carrere) from the 
clutches of a record-company weasel 


(Christopher Walken), while best buddy 


| Garth (Dana Carvey) finally becomes a 


man (nudge nudge, wink wink) through 
the kindness of a mysterious killer ihe 
(Kim Basinger). In the bargain, they also 
manage to stage a rock concert, called 
Waynestock, headlined by cool old 
dudes Aerosmith. 

But who cares about plot? Gentler 
forerunners of Beavis and Butt-Head, 
Wayne and Garth exist primarily to cel- 
ebrate the foolishness permeating our 
cluttered cultural landscape. Though 
the film scrupulously avoids addressing 
illegal substances, our heroes cruise the 
scene in a state of stoned, beatific inno- 
cence. Some jokes, such as the recurring 
Jim Morrison gag, just seem lazy, but 
genuine knee-slappers provide laughs 
elsewhere. From cameos by the likes of 
Heather Locklear, Charlton Heston, 
Harry Shearer and Ed O’Neill, to a killer 
martial-arts parody and a sublimely 


goofy Village People salute, Myers and | 


company schwing with dumb, delightful 
—JY 





Romeo is Bleeding 


1994. Gary Oldman, Lena Olin; dir. Peter 
Medak. Surround. (R) 109 min. priced for 
rental. LD $34.95. Polygram. 

Like the rantings of a maniac, Romeo 
is Bleeding veers from one bizarre ex- 
treme to the next, pausing only to gath- 
er steam for another absurd twist. This 
awkward melange of film noir parody 
and straight melodrama begins conven- 
tionally enough: Jack (Gary Oldman), a 
New York City police detective who's 
juggling a wife (Annabella Sciorra) and 
mistress (Juliette Lewis), is also two-tim- 
ing at work, selling information to the 
mob. Deception pays handsomely until 
he crosses Mona (Lena Olin), a crazed, 
amoral hitwoman. Caught between 
Mona and crimelord Don Falcone (Roy 
Scheider), Jack’s world collapses amidst 
bloody shootouts and kinky sexual en- 
counters. 

Though required to deliver a pre- 
cious voiceover, Oldman’s expression of 
stunned disbelief gives his character a 


| sympathetic depth not found in the 


script. Sciorra and Lewis are wasted in 
puny roles. Not so the fire-breathing 
Olin, who projects a campy Terminator- 
style invincibility and steals scenes with 
a wicked stage laugh; even losing an arm 
doesn’t dampen her evil glee. If only di- 
rector Peter Medak had found a groove. 
While he showed a mastery of sober dra- 
ma in Let Him Have It and The Krays, 
Medak never gains control of this over- 
heated material. Romeo ranges from 
awesome to silly, but it’s never dull. 
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Geronimo 


1993. Gene Hackman, Robert Duvall; dir. 
Walter Hill. Surround, cc. (PG-13) 115 
min. priced for rental. LD letterboxed 
$34.95. Columbia TriStar. 


Tombstone 


1994. Kurt Russell, Val Kilmer; dir. George 
P. Cosmatos. Surround, cc. (R) l12 min. 
priced for rental. Hollywood Pictures. 

The western as a genre may be long 
dead, but Hollywood insists on taking its 
temperature every few years to check for 
possible signs of life. The lesson of these 
two most recent attempts at revival is 
that this is a genre best driven by heroes 
and stars, not auteurs. 

Geronimo aims to clarify the reputa- 


tion of the famed Apache warrior. With- | 


out glossing over the ferocity of his 
bloodletting, the film shows the string of 
equally murderous actions and broken 
promises from the American govern- 
ment that escalated the battle. While 
well-intended, the combination of direc- 
tor Walter Hill and writer John Milius 
brings out the worst in both. Milius’ 
script is filled with pseudo-mythic posing 
and almost completely lacking in drama, 
and Hill's direction is equally stifled. 
Tombstone has its own share of prob- 
lems, but dullness isn’t one of them. 
This version of the story of Wyatt Earp, 
Doc Holliday and the shootout at the 
OK Corral is about as true to the facts as 
most of the dozen or so other versions — 
which is to say, not very. But it’s the kind 
of legend that lends itself to different in- 
terpretations, even within the same film. 
The terrific cast includes Kurt Russell, 
Powers Boothe, Sam Elliott, Jason 
Priestly and a small galaxy of familiar 
faces, though Val Kilmer steals the film 
as a foppish (but still heroic) Doc Holli- 
as Doc Holliday. —M. Faust 
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| Only he knows. Or cares. 


Body Snatchers 


1994. Forest Whitaker, Meg Tilly; dir. Abel 
Ferrara. Surround, cc. (R) 87 min. priced 
for rental. LD letterboxed $39.98. Warner. 


Dangerous Game 


1994. Madonna, Harvey Keitel; dir. Abel 
Ferrara. Surround, cc. (R) and unrated 
versions, 107 min. priced for rental. LD let- 
terboxed $34.98. MGM/UA. 

Fans of maverick director Abel Fer- 
rara didn’t have to wait long to see how 
he’d follow up on his breakthrough film, 
the shocking Bad Lieutenant. Unfor- 
tunately, neither of these two movies is 
likely to do much to extend this talented 
but erratic filmmaker’s reputation. 

In remaking the already twice-filmed 
Invasion of the Body 
Snatchers, Ferrara 
wisely decided not go 
go for suspense in a 
story already familiar 
to viewers. This ver- 
sion is as pared down 
as its title (perhaps 
more than Ferrara 
intended — the brief 
running time and 
plot ellipses suggest 
post-production 
tampering). 

Cannily set in a 
Southern town out- 
side an army base, 
Body Snatchers goes 
for atmosphere and 





La Belle Noiseuse 


1990. Michel Piccoli, Emmanuelle Beart; 
dir. Jacques Rivette. Mono, subtitled. (NR) 
240 min. priced for rental. New Yorker. 
A Noiseuse is a woman with the in- 
herent ability to drive men mad, and 
that is just what painter Edouard 
Frenhofer (Michel Piccoli) lacks to com- 
plete his abandoned masterpiece La 
Belle Noiseuse. Wife Liz (Jane Birkin), 
the original model, is now too familiar — 
Frenhofer requires a little enigma to re- 
vive his creative force, and it arrives in 
the body of Marianne (Emmanuelle 
Beart). Involved in a faltering relation- 
ship with rising art-star Nicolas (David 
Bursztein), Marianne is mortified when 
he impulsively volunteers her services as 





Shot in the Dark: Abel Ferrara’s Body Snatchers is heavy on atmosphere. 





delivers. At its best, this is one of the 
creepiest movies to come along since 
Freddy Krueger turned the horror genre 
into a joke. Unfortunately, the video has 
one insurmountable flaw. Ferrara’s care- 
ful wide-screen compositions, which 
evoked a growing sense of isolation in an 
increasingly inhospitable setting, are lost 
in the panned-and-scanned transfer. 

The best that can be said about Dan- 
gerous Game, filmed as Snake Eyes, is 
that it’s not as bad as you’ve heard. Even 
Madonna does as well as anyone could 
in an impossible part. 

Mostly this story about the making 
of a movie is simply impenetrable: The 
lines are willfully blurred not only be- 
tween the two movies on screen, but be- 
tween those and Ferrara’s personal 
life — the director and his wife are played 
by Ferrara surrogate Harvey Keitel and 
Ferrara’s wife. Courageous or indulgent? 
—MF 





a model for the aging master and exacts 
her revenge with all due irony: She 
agrees. For the balance of its epic four 
hours La Belle Noiseuse offers dollups of 
the painter-process in real time, as 
Frenhofer gently bullies Marianne into a 
series of painful postures and then trans- 
fers them to paper and canvas. 

A cynic might argue that the tireless 
spectacle of Emmanuelle Beart in her 
birthday suit may have distracted critics 
from La Belle Noiseuse’s mild preten- 
sions. But Jacques Rivette’s direction is 
masterful, and while the themes may be 
familiar, the performers (Jane Birkin in 
particular) have a complex warmth that 
makes their company enjoyable for the 
duration. 

Winner of the Grand Prix at the 1991 
Cannes Film Festival, La Belle Noiseuse 
was recently re-released theatrically in a 
two-hour version retitled Divertimento. 





—John Walker | 
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SON OF FURY 


TYRONE POWER heads an all-star cast- 
GEORGE SANDERS, GENE TIERNEY, FRANCES FARMER, 
RODDY McDOWALL and JOHN CARRADINE-in this 
romantic 18th century melodrama set in England 
and the South Seas. Catalog #1890 


THE RAINS CAME 


Set in India, a sweeping panorama about love 
and destiny. TYRONE POWER, MYRNA LOY, GEORGE BRENT 
and BRENDA JOYCE portray four people whose lives are 
entwined by events they cannot control, Catalog #1662 


1939 ACADEMY AWARD® WINNER! @ Best Special Effects 


CRASH DIVE 


A fast-paced romantic adventure, this World War II 
drama stars TYRONE POWER and DANA ANDREWS as two 
Navy men who discover they not only share the same work, 
but.the same woman (ANNE BAXTER), Catalog #8541 


1943 ACADEMY AWARD® WINNER! © Best Special Effects 
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to us in the West, but in a cul- 
ture where the ability to have 
male offspring is valued above 
all else, these- really are “the 
family jewels.” 

The dignity of Qiu Ju, and 
her unswerving faith in spite of 
endless bureaucracy, is nothing 
short of inspiring. For those 
unfamiliar with director 
Yimou’s work — Red Sorghum, 
Ju Dou, Raise the Red Lantern — 
this a wonderful introduction 
to Chinese cinema. And it de- 
serves to be seen on disc: Qiu 
Ju is filled with strikingly beau- 
tiful mise-en-scene and none 
of the drab images we tend to 
associate with communist soci- 
eties. —Josef Krebs 


The Wild One 


1954. B@W. Marlon Brando, 
Mary Murphy, Lee Marvin; 
dir. Laslo Benedek. Digital 
mono. (NR) 79 min. side 2 
CAV. $34.95. Columbia Tri- 
Star. 

The young Brando is rea- 





Qiu Ju. 





[Apt uous 





The Story of Qiu Ju 


1992. Gong Li, Lei Lao Sheng, Liu Pei Qi; 
dir. Yhang Yimou. Stereo, subtitled. (PG) 
100 min. LD letterboxed $34.95. Columbia 
TriStar. 

Qiu Ju is a young peasant woman in 
communist China whose husband has 
been injured by a kick to the groin. 
Wanting an apology but receiving only fi- 
nancial compensation, the very pregnant 
Qiu Ju sets out on a series of journeys to 
ever distant and higher authorities for a 
satisfactory ruling on her complaint. 

These journeys, from the village to 
the local town and to the big city, expose 
us to a broad cross-section of life in mod- 
ern China. In the town, pop music and 
Terminator 2 posters replace the sim- 
plicity and timelessness of village life. In 
the large Westernized city, however, the 
contrasts are as startling as the brilliantly 
colored peasant clothes that make Qiu Ju 
and her sister seem to belong to another 
era. An unceasing search for justice over 
a bruised testicle may be a little strange 








son enough for Columbia TriStar to in- 
clude The Wild One in its “Studio 
Heritage” collection of classic movies re- 
stored on laserdisc. As the moody and 
inarticulate yet magnetic motorcycle 
gang leader Johnny, his self-possessed 
cool transcends the movie's risible 50s 
depiction of youthful rebellion. 

When his horde of Black Rebels 
roars into a sleepy California town (so 


bucolic its main street is unpaved) theiz ! 


chief transgressions are throwing a loud 
party in a bar and goofing on the locals. 
Ultimately these pre-Wild Angels bikers, 
mouthing be-bop slang and sporting 
fresh haircuts, seem like pranksters rath- 
er than the sadists of legend. 
Eventually a townsman dies, but 
only because of a stupid bike accident 
caused by the good citizens trying to 
rout the hooligans. Despite some hand- 


wringing over the aimlessness of youth, 


the movie never really wrestles with its 
central question: What’s wrong with 
people today? 

There’s not much visual style either, 
so the CAV pleasures on side two are 
slight. With filming confined to generic 
studio lots and most bike-riding set be- 
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fore a back-projection road (revealed all 
the more cruelly by the disc’s sharp digi- 
tal transfer), The Wild One barely rises 
above the cinematic standard of a TV 
drama. Controversial in its day, The Wild 
One can now be renamed “The Mild 


One.” 
Ugetsu 


1953. B&W. Masayuki Mori, Kinuyo Tan- 
aka; dir. Kenji Mizoguchi. Digital mono. 
(NR) 96 min. plus supplement. CLV 2 
sides. $49.98. Criterion. 

Though Kenji Mizoguchi made 
about 80 films, his reputation rests on a 
few works from his final years. Ugetsu is 
the greatest of these, a seamless mix of 
historical drama, supernatural fantasy 
and morality tale. It’s one of the high 
points of world cinema. 

In 16th-century Japan, Genjuro the 
potter hopes to sell his wares at wat-in- 
flated prices; his neighbor Tobei accom- 
panies him. Genjuro falls into the 
clutches of a seductive fantasy woman, 
while Tobei realizes his foolish dream of 
becoming a samurai. Their bubbles burst 
soon enough, but it is the wives they 
abandoned who pay the price. 

Mizoguchi was famous for his por- 
trayal of suffering women. Here he ex- 
amines their misery from the perspective 
of the men whose egos are responsible 
for it. Ugetsu’s fable-like simplicity 
makes it easily accessible, while closer 
examination reveals a wealth of visual 
and thematic complexities. Many of 
these are explicated in the analog-track 
commentary. 

The transfer, from a duplicate nega- 
tive, has a scratch or two but is other- 
wise faithful. The supplement includes 
an interview with the cinematographer, 
production stills and trailers. A basic-li- 
brary disc. —SLS 


—Andy Wickstrom 





Kenji Mizoguehi's 


UGETSU 























On the Waterfront 


1954. B&W. Marlon Brando, Eva Marie 
Saint, Karl Malden; dir. Elia Kazan. Digi- 
tal mono, cc. (NR) 108 min. CLV 2 sides. 
$34.95. Columbia TriStar. 


From Here to Eternity 


1953. B&W. Burt Lancaster, Montgomery 
Clift, Frank Sinatra, Deborah Kerr; dir. 
Fred Zinnemann. Digital mono. (NR) 118 
min. CLV 2 sides $34.95. Columbia Tri- 
Star. 


You Cant Take it 
With You 


1938. James Stewart, Jean Arthur, Lionel 
Barrymore; dir. Frank Capra. Digital 
mono. (NR) 127 min. CLV 3 sides. 
$34.95. Columbia TriStar. 

Columbia TriStar, which recently 
took back its laserdisc catalog from Pi- 
oneer, has rolled out the “Columbia Pic- 
tures Award Winner” series, currently 
comprising these three titles plus seven 
others (including Lawrence of Arabia 
and The Bridge on the River Kwai). The 
results are mixed but impressive overall, 
as Columbia has finally addressed some 
long-held consumer complaints about 
previous editions of these titles. 

On The Waterfront and From Here To 
Eternity have long appeared on lists of 
pictures that deserved remastering, and 
both are improved in every respect 
here — Waterfront has lost most of the 
frame damage that previously marred 
the source material, and the badly- 
synched audio in the initial exterior 
scenes has finally been repaired. From 
Here To Eternity is highlighted by good 
contrast, along with the removal of 
nearly all the picture flaws that marred 
the old disc edition. 

Waterfront holds up somewhat better 
than Eternity. Both are fierce, gritty dra- 
mas with stagey central performances, 
but director Elia Kazan keeps Waterfront 
moving at such a stunning pace, it’s easy 
to ignore the less-than-convincing parts, 
which are few. 

By contrast, Frank Capra’s You Cant 
Take It With You hasn’t aged well. The 
only one of these titles that is new to la- 
serdisc, it’s a Depression-era comedy 
about a family of “free thinkers.” Led by 
an eccentric Lionel Barrymore, the 
brood comes up against a stuffy, wealthy 
family (led by Edward Arnold) over the 
impending marriage of their two chil- 








dren. Sappy and slow romantic scenes 
between James Stewart and Jean Arthur 
drag the movie down. If you must own a 
Capra film in this series, It Happened 
One Night is probably a better choice, 
and the new edition looks great. 
—Bruce Eder 


Buster Keaton: 
The M-G-M Talkies 


1930-33. B&W. Free and Easy, Dough- 
boys, Parlor, Bedroom and Bath, Sidewalks 
of New York, The Passionate Plumber, 
Speak Easily, What! No Beer? Buster Kea- 








manager Joseph Schenck signed him 
over to MGM, he also signed away Kea- 
ton’s most valuable asset: his artistic 
control as a filmmaker. Choosing to ig- 
nore Keaton’s creative talents, MGM re- 
cast him as a “superwimp,” bastardizing 
his own gentle yet otherwordly charac- 
ter. Throughout these films, Buster is 
demeaned, demoralized and treated by 
almost everyone he encounters as the 
world’s biggest sucker. Not surprisingly, 
the films paralleled his depression over 
his plight, leading to a serious bout with 
alcoholism. 

However, the collection is not with- 











ton, Jimmy Durante; various dirs. Digital 
mono. (NR) 540 min. CLV 10 sides 
$99.98. MGM/UA. 

Buster Keaton’s status as one of the 
great geniuses of film comedy remains 
undisputed. However, this boxed set of 
the seven sound films in which he 
starred for MGM will leave hardcore 
Keaton fans downhearted, and those 
new to Keaton will wonder about his en- 
during popularity. Sadly, these films 
mark his decline as a star. 

Keaton had been a maverick of si- 
lent comedy for over a decade when he 
began making these films. But when his 





out merit, as each of the films contains 
glimpses of Keaton’s comic brilliance, as 
well as a number of his incredible acro- 
batic feats and remarkable falls. The 
farces, Parlor, Bedroom and Bath and The 
Passionate Plumber, are actually quite 
pleasant, while Doughboys and What! No 
Beer? are the worst and most painful to 
watch. For the most part, the picture 
and sound quality are excellent, al- 
though the picture quality of Doughboys 
is poor. To counter this collection, a 
boxed set of Keaton’s mid ’20s feature 


masterpieces would certainly be in or- 
der. —Bruce Lawton 
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HIGHLIGHTS 


Bob Roberts Special Edition 

1992. Tim Robbins, Susan Sarandon, Gore 

Vidal; dir. Robbins. Jam-packed edition of 

Robbins’ mockumentary political satire in- 

cludes Robbins’ commentary, liner notes by 
Vidal, photo file, Saturday Night Live short, 
plus Making of Bob Roberts with 20 minutes 
of outtakes. Stereo. (R) 102 min. CAV LD 

$69.95. Pioneer. 


The Caine Mutiny 

1954. Humphrey Bogart, Jose Ferrer, Van 
Johnson, Fred MacMurray; dir. Edward 
Dmytryk. Herman Wouk’s Pulitzer Prize- 
winning novel handed Bogart his most un- 
usual role as the highly neurotic Lt. 
Commander Queeg. Bogart responded with 
one of his most memorable performances. 
Music by Max Steiner. Mono. (NR) 125 
min. LD $39.95. Columbia TriStar. 


Das Boot (The Boat): 

Deluxe Theatrical Presentation 

1981. Jurgen Prochnow, Herbert Gro- 
nemeyer, Klaus Wennemann; dir. Wolfgang 
Peterson. Sweaty sub movie filled with dis- 
illusioned Germans and tense hours. 
Includes alternate English-dubbed sound- 
track. Surround, subtitled. (R) 149 min. LD 
$39.95. Columbia TriStar. 


Deception 

1991. Liam Neeson, Andie MacDowell; dir. 
Graeme Clifford. Young mother follows trail 
of clues through Latin America, Egypt, 


Labels 
for 
Less 





Witness 
for the 
Prosecution 
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Kudos all round for a truly classy selection of price-re- 
duced dramas this month. From Columbia TriStar come 
El Mariachi, Waterland, Mac, Where the Day Takes You, 
Gas Food Lodging, Last Days of Chez Nous, Three of Hearts, 
Past Midnight, Storyville, Where Angels Fear to Tread, The 
Waterdance and Passion Fish, each at $19.95. 

Orion offers four soon-to-be-classic foreign films — 
Murmur of the Heart, May Fools, The Music Teacher and 
Monsieur Hire —each at $19.98. At Republic, Frances and 
Oliver Twist are each going for $14.98. Live Home Video 
has drama in the form of The Crying Game, Bad Lieuten- 
ant, Reservoir Dogs and Glengarry Glen Ross, plus a little 
comedy from Bob Roberts and Chaplin. 


The Hand That 
Rocks the 
Cradle; Tim 
Robbins in 
Bob Roberts. 


Greece and Germany to unravel mystery of 
husband's death and get the fortune. Ster- 
eo. (PG-13) 90 min. VHS priced for rental, 
LD (R) $34.95. Live. 


Escape From New York 

1981. Kurt Russell, Lee Van Cleef, Ernest 
Borgnine; dir. John Carpenter. Zeroing in 
on the desire voiced by most New Yorkers 
at the time, Carpenter gave us a vision of 
things to come —and it don’t look good. 
Director's edition includes interview with 


MGM/UA bring us truly 
classic movies that will send 
any Billy Wilder fan (and who 
| isn’t?) into their own private 
|) pleasuredome: Avanti, The 
Private Life of Sherlock Holmes, 
The Apartment, The Fortune 
| Cookie, Irma La Douce, Kiss 
Me, Stupid, One, Two, Three, 
Some Like It Hot, Witness For 
the Prosecution, The Spirit of 
St. Louis, Buddy Buddy, and 
Fedora, each just $19.98. —JK 














Carpenter and extra footage. Surround. (R) 
106 min. LD letterboxed $49.99. New Line. 


| Love Lucy: The Very First Show 

1994. B&W. Lucille Ball, Desi Arnaz. The 
never-broadcast, never-released premiere 
episode that was produced and paid for by 
Desi Arnaz and Lucy after CBS refused to 
finance a sitcom pilot with a Cuban hubby. 
Includes interview with Lucy, Desi and the 
writers. Mono. (NR) 45 min. VHS only, 
$12.98. CBS Video. 


La Vie de Boheme 

1993. B&W. Matti Pellonpaa, Andre 
Wilms; dir. Aki Kaurismaki. An Albanian 
painter, a French poet and an Irish com- 
poser live as nineteenth century bohemians 
in modern day Paris, and as part of Kauris- 
maki’s deleriously entertaining world. 
Mono, subtitled. (NR) 100 min. VHS only, 
$89.98. Fox Lorber. 


Knife in the Head 

1978. Bruno Ganz, Angela Winkler; dir. 
Reinhard Hauff. Political allegory about sci- 
entist who loses his powers of speech and 
memory and sets off in search of his es- 
tranged wife. Mono, subtitled. (NR) 108 
min. VHS only, $79.95. New Yorker Video. 


Night of the Living Dead 
1968. B&W. Russ Steiner, Karl Hardman, 


| Marilyn Eastman; dir. George Romero. 


THX-approved remastering of the classic 
zombie-movie-to-eat-all-zombie-movies that 
substituted drama for special effects. In- 
cludes dual audio commentaries by Romero 
and screenwriter John A. Russo. “One of 
the ten best films ever made in Pittsburgh.” 
Mono. (NR) 96 min. LD letterboxed. Elite. 


continued on page 64 





BY JOSEF KREBS 

















814 WLANCASTER 


: Genesis ena 

: We are Authorized Sony USAB Tel! 610-527-5261 Fax'610-527-5148) 
Beceic. iagnveees Sell oc = 42 g- 

el NONTAURST AON 
mequipment comes completek _ SATURDAY CLOSED)SUNDAY 10AM-oPM. 
@ accessori lied by Sony. & 

Aad you gt the loves posible SUTNTACTION GUARANTEED 


And you get the lowest possble : I 
Bes Cal oryourbes pre! 1-8¢ 0-: ] 3-9 3 ] Jf J |_ ws onvs on your money paca 
a SESS 


SON 

























«CALL 
. CALL 





VN-550 NEW VN-760 : UC-1000;.. 
© COLOR VIEWFINDER © HI BAND BHM : ex 
eHIFISTEREO © @ HIFISTEREO : 





629.95 VN-350 729.95 | g E-700..... 


. E-520.....579.99 
$799" INSTOCK { : Baie 
oS F-250 






5S YR WARRANTY Bie. cocomemmomencmmonemmenemeenuneenuneunmi... 


ZOOM CAM, 


CALL VL-L72U 589.99 
524.99 VL-HL100U.. . 1399.99 Full Size VHS VHS-C PV-43 689.99 - CALL VM-E53A 
CALL VL-L390 S770... . 944.99 PV-IQ503 .. 629.99 PV-S372.... 799.99 - CALL VM-E55A i 
829.99 VL-L40 1029.99 z CALL PV-IQ403 . . 639.99 PV-362 .... 599.99 - CALL We carry the full Line! 
CALL PV-IQ303 .. 529.99 PV-IQ204.... CALL 
.. 549.99 PV-IQ203 .. 614.99 PV-IQ394.... CALL 
... 509.99 PV-803 .... 969.99 PV-IQ404.... CALL 
..779.99 WEWPV-64.... CALL PV-IQ504.... CALL 
PV-53 849.99 PV-1Q604.... CALL 


Aare PANASONIC PROFESSIONAL R-176 ~——R-18H 


= © COLOR VIEWFINDER © HIBAND 8MM 
CC-190... ; © HI FI STEREO © HI FI STEREO 
CC-188 ... © STABILITER _ © STABILITER 
CC-178 ... _— 2 

CC- 174 Par al (sat 

PRO 930 . Kr 

PRO 883 .. 


PRO 840 .. 95 
PRO 830.. PROFESSIONAL VCRS & EDITORS §=Wj-MX30. . 1799.99 be ih STOCK 
CAMCORDERS AG-W1 CALL WJ-AVE7 .... CALL 


PRO 808 . . -460 . . . 2269.99 AG-5700 .. 1249.99 WJ-AVES . . . 999.99 6 YR WARRANTY 


. - 1439.99 AG-1970 .. 1194.99 WJ-AVE3 .. . 319.99 
eal - 879.99 AG-1740 ... 319.99 WJ-TTL5 ... 204.99 
GR-SZ71 GR-AX75U 


» 699.99 AG-1260 . . . 239.99 AG-A96.. . . 339.99 
2189.99 WJ-MX50. . 3789.99 CT-1383Y .. 239.99 
© 22x1 200M @ STABILIZER 
@ S-VHS-C @ VHS-C 





8-778 CC-570 


@ Hi BAND 8MM @ PALMSIZE VHS-C 
© HI FI STEREO © 10X1 200M LENA 
© STABILITER 





ACCESSORIES 
We Stock a Full Selection Of: 
= Video Lights @ Batteries 
= Video Editors & Titlers 
m= Tele, Wide, & Lens Filter Kits 
= Video Tripods @ Carry Cases 







GR-AX75U.... 759.99 - 508.99 
GR-AXSGU. . . . 579.99 5 COWPARY POUCY: THESE ARE PHOME AND MALL ORDER PRICES ONLY. PRICES ARE OT ALDI THE RETA SHOWROOM. IF YOU WISH TO DRIVE TO THE STORE PEASE CAL AMEAD TO CALL! CAL 
GR-AX35U.... 509.99 CHECK IN-STORE COMPARTY POLICY AVAILABILITY & GET THE NAME OF THE SALESPERSON YOU SPOKE WITH. ee ee 

ORDERS WELCOMED OR NAILIN MONEY ORDER CEE CHES. FOR PERSONAL CHECKS PLEASE ALLOW AT LEAST 4 WEES FROM THE DEPOSIT DATE AL TOLL-FREE FOR SHIPPG 
aero pacers ret oer i Se i ea i a a era ac CALL CC-560 
scotch eee ae TALL TOLL FREE 1.800.879.9338. 57099 CALL FOR NEW LINE! 
Circle 26 on Reader Service Card. 


Ca 0G (7/1 a CON) & Wt BO AYN OSS TS (SiG ONG 2) 
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...the 
folks 
who 

care 


poet 1 KAI NICS 


@ CAMCORDERS ® VCRS 
e INDUSTRIAL 

e TVs AND MONITORS 
e LASER DIsc PLAYERS 

e AUDIO COMPONENTS 
e@ SPEAKERS 

@ KARAOKE 

e RADAR 


e A COMPLETE LINE OF 
ACCESSORIES 


e FREE 
DELIVERY" 


e HONEST 
PRICE 


e FRIENDLY 
SERVICE 





ALL MAJOR BRANDS 


1-800-488-8877 


[SAME IN CANADA] 





fies sata 
povcors| VISA 
| Ge 








AMERICAN 
Se 





CODs & POs _ 
No ADDITIONAL CHARGE FOR CREDIT CARDS 


CALL TOLL-FREE MON-FRI: 6:30AM — 7:00PM 
SAT: 7:00 AM — 6:00 PM SUN: 7:00 AM - 5:00 PM Picane TIME 


New WEsT ELECTRONICS @ 4120 MERIDIAN, BELLINGHAM, WA 98226 
A DIVISION OF CLARITY ELECTRONICS, | 
*ON CAMCORDERS AND VCRS 
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New West 
electronics 


ipa] OOU-488-88 7 7 
fem SPECIAL OF 


eVITC 


© HIFI/STEREO 
° FEH 
mt LUX 


* MANUAL IRIS 


Sacchi }~=FROM THE WEST'S LARGEST 


¢ DIGITAL EFFECTS 


DIGITAL MIX AUTHORIZED 
STILL 


TRACER PANASONIC PROFESSIONAL 
nae DEALER 


STROBE 












FACTORY PACKAGE: Oe pas eoatndene 2 
AG-B6é (AC ADAPTORS) 
AG-BP20 (BATTERY) ~*~ 
SYSTEM CARRYING CASE Pa ason 
DC CABLE ranasonic 
SHOULDER STRAP Broadcast & Television Systems 
CHARGING CONNECTOR 
INU pyro key \:18: 
Ni1b) xe Key \: 18 
Wexey 18: 


COMING SOON: ° S-VHS Panasonic 









PANASONIC'S NEW ¢ 5-PIN CONTROL 
AG-DP800 ¢ DIGITAL TBC ac IS/W) 
SUPERCAM ¢ NOISE FILTER 
AND ¢ JOG/SHUTTLE 
AG-DS850/840 . * Hi FISTEREO SOUND 


DIGITAL SLOW VCRs * SEARCH W/SOUND « FEH 
AVAILABLE JUNE '94 ¢ MIC. INPUT ° A/V DUBBING 
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FACTORY. DIRECT 


FORINFORMA 


(800) 695-3535 (212) 564-4398 


WEALWAYS BEATONQEROTRE NSERC 
HOME THEATER SALE 


27 INCH STEREO. 
30 INCH STEREO. 


INCH STEREO..... 

INCH STEREO..... 

INCH REAR PROg.....1199 
50 INCH REAR PROJ.....1499 


MITSUBISH 
291 CS-31301... ef 
CS-31302... Cc 
CS-35301... 


31 INCH STEREO. 
32 INCH STEREO 


AV31BX4 i : 
769 


AV31BM4. 
TOSHIBA 


AV31BP4. 
CF30C40..... eal 


AV35BP3. 
AVS5BP4 CF30C50.... 


HITACH 
35TX30B.... : 
46EX3B. fag 


RCA-SHARP-PIONEER«arsoxe..CALL 
PIONEER SONY ES 
NAKAMICHI RECIEVERS B bes 
ULE MONTHLY SPECIALS MmmClLw) 
80W PRO-LOGICR 


100W PRO-LOGIC R 
110W PRO-LOGICR 


CD PLAYERS 


JVC Mi 
MX-S2....285 MX-S4...349 
MXC55..CALL MX-C7..569 | 
MXS20...329 MX LL 


FOR OTHER BRANDS, PLEASE CALL FOR BEST PRICE 


SPEAKERS 
BOSE KEF 


CANTON VELODYNE AMBRIA 
INFINITY POLK SOUND ADVANCE 


WE ALWAYS BEAT OUR 
COMPETITION'S PRICE! 


ALL OUR PRODUCTS ARE FACTORY FRESH WITH 
FULL MANUFACTURERS USA WARRANTY 
GIVE US A CALL WHEN YOU ARE READY TO 
PURCHASE FOR THE BEST PRICE, 

AND BEST SERVICE!!! 


35 WEST 35TH STREET 
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10001 


AUDIO PRO 
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Rooster Cogburn 

1975. John Wayne, Katherine Hepburn; dir. 
Stuart Millar. Bad-tempered rough-and- 
tough whiskey-guzzler teams up with bible- 
thumper Hepburn against the bad guys. 
The African Queen? No, True Grit 2. Mono. 
(PG) 108 min. LD letterboxed $34.98. 
MCA/Universal. 


Sports Afield Video Guide Series 

1994. Dir. Peter Fidducia. Learn from the 
experts with six new hunting and fishing 
videos. (NR) 30 min. each. VHS only, 
$19.99 each. Best Film & Video. 


A Wind Named Amnesia 

1993. Animated. A wind sweeps across the 
earth and makes America forget everything 
and turn to barbarism. It could never... 
Stereo, subtitled. (NR) 80 min. VHS only, 
$29.95. Central Park Media. 


DRAMA 


Jacquot 

1993. Dir. Agnes Varda. Varda’s biopic trib- 
ute to husband Jacques Demy interweaves 
re-creations of his childhood with clips 
from his films. Stereo, subtitled. (PG) 118 
min. VHS priced for rental. MCA/Universal. 


Model by Day 

1994. Famke Janssen, Shannon Tweed, 
Sean Young, Gene Simmons; dir. Christian 
Duguay. When the fashion world is upset 
by attacks on models, it’s time for vigilante 
supermodels and Playmates of the Year to 
strip for action and kick some butt. Stereo. 
(R) 89 min. VHS only, $92.95. Academy. 


Moscow Parade 

1993. Ute Lemper; dir Ivan Dykhovichny. 
Terror, passion, music, eroticism and Ute 
Lemper: A secret police chief 's wife takes 
advantage of her position in 1939 Stalinist 
Russia until she meets a stranger. Mono, 
subtitled. (NR) 103 min. VHS only, $79.95. 
First Run Features. 

= 





continued from page 40 


speakers tested here, the RDLs just had 
a flatness to their sound, a reticence, 
that I found less pleasing than the best 
speakers in the group. The AV-1’s mid- 
range was fairly neutral, but did have a 
trace of nasality that was most notice- 
able on movie dialog. The RDU’ highs, 
while more evenly dispersed than most 
of the others’, were softer and not as 
present as the B&W and NHT. Remov- 
ing the AV-1’s grilles helped restore some 
life in the treble, but it remained duller 
than the best speakers here. 

I should mention that the AV-1, like 
the NHT SuperZero, has no bass, and 
should only be used with a subwoofer — 
the AV-1 does not like loud levels on its 
own, and couldn’t play as loudly before 








strain as the other speakers. 

@ Rock Solid TEAM. If the TEAM 
($100 each) looks similar to the B&W 
2001, that’s no accident — Rock Solid is 
a division of B&W specializing in “life- 
style’-oriented speakers as opposed to 
the more traditional B&W designs. The 
little 8-inch by 5.5-inch by 5.5-inch 
TEAM (for Total Entertainment Audio 
Monitor) was the smallest speaker of the 
group, with a ported 3-inch woofer and 
a 3/4-inch cone tweeter. The TEAM’s 
cabinet is made from heavy nonresonant 
plastic, and features a Japanese-sci-fi- 
looking protective grille thang over the 
woofer that can be easily removed for a 
less obtrusive appearance. 

I’m not sure you can really call a 
3-inch driver a woofer, but I have to ad- 
mit I was pretty surprised at what the 
tiny TEAM could do. While it certainly 
wasn’t the most neutral and refined 
speaker of the group, the TEAM deliv- 
ered better sound quality than I ex- 
pected, given its size and the fact that its 
woofer is smaller than the average tan- 
gerine. 

The TEAM had a lively, listenable 
sound that was more suited to music 
than movies. It sounded much bigger 
than it looked, but it had an appreciable 
level of midrange coloration that marred 
dialog intelligibility compared with the 
similarly-priced B&W 2001 and NHT 
SuperZero. Still, I found myself more 
than a bit surprised at how well the min- 
iature Rock Solids sounded with music. 
I don’t really recommend them for seri- 
ous home theater sound, but they’re not 
bad if you just wanna pipe some tunes 
into the kitchen. 


THE WINNERS 

I liked the B&W 2001 the best of the 
larger speakers that had enough bass ex- 
tension to be considered semi-usable 
without a subwoofer. The B&W offers a 
smooth, detailed sound that serves mov- 
ie sound just as well as it does music 
playback. Don’t expect to hear butt- 
bumpin’ basslines or feel the walls shake 
if you run these without a subwoofer. 
But if you don’t need the lowest octaves 
or don’t want to shell out the extra 
bucks for a subwoofer, these B&Ws will 
impress you. 

My overall favorite, though, is the 
NHT SuperZero. As I said, this speaker 
delivers a level of sound quality that is 
totally out of proportion to its low 
price —a friend of mine sold his $3,000 
high-end speakers once he heard (and 
bought) a pair of SuperZeros! As long as 
you remember to mate the bass-free 
NHTs with a subwoofer, you'll have an 
amazing-sounding rig that will work well 
with movies, music and anything else 
you want to put into it. Cl 
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Div.of THE SMARTER IMAGE Les JVC-RCA-SONY 

“ | HITACHI-TOSHIB 
35 W. 35TH ST. NEW YORK, N.Y. ney | itactn Tosti, 
ZENITH-PIONEER 


INFORMATION PAL/SECAM MITSUBISHI 
(212) 564-4398 (212) 564-4399 (213) 643.9727 PANASONI 





















TR-65 color pry AMPH 

E-700.. 699 LOW premmmorers IN STOCK 

L2W/LENS:2299 7 Will. RUN MOS Pucenene 
ALL CANON « , ESI SEDs CDPLAYERS 


ACK SOCK ‘rh Soe WRITER.....1 CASSETTE DECKS 
IN STOCK FX-63 NRA i 
CALL FOR PRICE 899 URE) Vi ROPRO 49 a SPEAKERS 
VX-3 ar ee me) FX-EDIT 






LASER DISC 
$ ie KARAOKE 
ns ie 0 a s ‘179 | UP TO 50% OFF 
SPM-. ‘9 
Ww PRO-S83HB 799 $ } : 
PRO-930. HF. 09 3170..... 89 3 
cc19) 00. -204 
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SERVICE 
CONTRACTS 
50% 







WwW 
819 [ UNDERWATER | 9-329. cnn109 


EWA-MARINE. tARi2. 


"CAMCORDERS, OU a Meee 
VMH- 39A. 999 XV-133.. 






CV-20S AUTO.. A 

AP 200W PANTTICT. 139 MIXER 22....149  D808.....189 
AP-200W PA ne 
APT-1000... 169 THUMBS UP. hie 4000/7. pope D-822.CALL oe CALL 


cool LUX EQUALIZER... TOASTER4.01.....CALL UVC & AIWA..CALL 
AIWA DAT 
: TBC... CALL IN STOCK! 


HA sw 
8-91 8... CALL 2.5 IDE 128 MEG....269 
WIDELENS..119 pm 2.5 IDE 214 MEG.CALL 


| MY 
; WMS-PHO.129.95 
(oy ay cy 699 WRS-PRO...CALL 


TELEPHONES 

AT &T LOW 

} k qa o VHS SONY PRICES 

TS MASTERS PRO 10. 2 . PANASONIC CALL 
T-160 S-VHS. 


| 
- 3 y 151V! SHARP 
eee ne SVT RAR fm = WIRELESS. 
: vant 
| 
; 
















LOW 











3 4VR/H PRICE IF5K... 
4 ON yf 

: VC-100 BOOM MiC.....41 paane \ 

5.59 ACCESSORIES. BM-500STER. MIC... : rw 

8.19 JX-SV55 MCM-400 


| 0.29 JX-S300 ee AV fl NADY wu-00........ 


JX-T66, 
SONY PROFESSIONAL ‘y"T3° 


SAC cits BETACAM AT-831 

: TOK  SAX90......1.95 BMS eqn SHURE S 3 EL1206 i ose 

DON'T END UP : bag UPER 1 Re HE WLETT PACKAR iD 956Wi 
IKE THIS MAN! 2: 5 88 Ecu- TRANSFER: [175 "es angi 2 
IVE US A CALL! Bete Se eeet $10 PER HR. 


ORAM ie . a 
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"WE ALWAYS BEAT OUR COMPETITION'S PRICE" 
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SO lg 
DISC@VER 


RUTHORIZ£ D s 1-800-423 WERE 


Orders Only (8277) 


Customer Inquiries 
and Service 


8mm Camcorders 
VM-ESSA VM-ES5A 
VM-H38A, VM-H39A, 
VIMeSP LA, 


VHS Camcorders 
VM-L600A, VM-2600A 
VM-S8200A: 

Video Recorders 
VIM-A61A, VIM-270A, 
VTM:272A VIF-S614 
VIF. 362A VIF-370A 
VIF462A VTS-772A, 


Hitachi Projection TV 
AGEX8B SOUX15SK 
46EX4K 508x5P 
46UX12B BBEX7K 
4GuXi3K 60SX38 
BOEX6K 60SX4K 
50UKL4B 

Call For 13"'-35"' Prices! 


MX-1 Digital 

Video Mixer 

4 input switcher, dual TBC's, 
over 200 digital effects an 
more! 


Sound Mixer Editmaker, 
Processor Plus Titlemaker 
i Graphic: Libraries Thumbs Up, 


Video Equalizer 


Se ae, ee nS 


NV-55BX4".” 
55" 16:9 Stereo 


Projection Television 


VL-L290U VL-HX10 
VL-L63U VL-ESO 
VUND wiv, WEHLL00 


North America's. Lalgest LOD) 
Projection Dealer ' 


Defective exchanges may, be fhade within 7 days of receipt after prior authorization, All returned merchandise must be in new condition and include packaging and printed material in original lihataten condition. Betuins may be subject toa Hethedad fee. Shipping ak 
handling charges non-refundable. We are Not responsible for typographical errors. Shipping and handling is extra. These are phone and mail order prices only, Prices are not valid in the showrooms or to the customers within 150 mile radius. If you wish todrive to the stort 
please phone ahead to check the in-store prica, "Ask for details. Colonel Video and Audio, 16451 Space Center Blvd., Houston, TX 77058 


5: a 


aall, [oye yay 


Full Line Panasonic Dealer 


19-203 


VHS-C #4 Lux *10x Zoom 


Discount Prices” 


ucs2 

 Ucs3 
ucss 
Ad DIGITAL 
2 


We Carry All 
Accessories 


Toshiba ' 
CX35C80/81 -CF30C50 . 
x35C60 eF30C40 
CF35C40 CF27€50 
CX32080/81 . CF27C40 
CF32C50 CF27C30 
CF32C40 : 


Large Selection 


he OM Em 


Repeat Callers 


8mm Camcorders 
Pro-808., “ Pro-883HB 
Pro-830 Pro-930 
Pro-840 

VHS Camcorders 
CC-412 cC:540 
¢c507 

Video Recorders 


VR319 VR-664HF 


VR501 \VR667HF 
VR-6O1HF 


~ VR«720HF 


VR-658HF VR-BOOHF 


G-34169ET 


" 16x9 Wide Aspect Tube 


Contemporary Console with 


Digital Special Effects! 


Call For.13"-35" Prices! 


24 Hour Fax Line 


PAL/SECAM 

Sony CCD-TR805E 
Hi-8mm Camcorder 
with Steady Shot! 


Also Available in PAL/SECAM: 
VCR ¢ Television ¢ Camcorders 


Re UNION a ONG REAR Te RCW i AY LSM 


120-Watt Pro Logic 
Receiver 


On-Screen display, programmable 
remote control, DSP- digital signal 
processing, digital equalizer, digital expansion and much more! 


5-Disc Player with 
Custom Memory 


DSP-digital signal processing, 
optical digital output, variable 
line output, and much more! 


6-Motor Drive Auto 
Reverse Cassette Deck 


Quick reverse, blank skip, fine bias 
adjustment, Dolby B/C, double auto reverse and much more! 


SCALA ke AMAL EK pe Ck RN PG MP yA 


"Infinity, Yamaha ~ 
DA, JBL 
SONY. 


SuperVHS 


Replacement Batteries 
Tripods 

Microphones 

Wireless ’Mlcrophones. 
Video Lights 

External Batteries 
Editors 

Processors 

and Much More! 
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CAMCORDERS 



















| VHS-C Palm Size .....104 

'Lux 10x1 Zoom & Case ..$579 
VHS-C Light 10x1 Zoom...$649 
12x1 Zoom 4 Head......0. $649 






izer HiFi Ultra Compact .$1189 
S EVERY DAY ........ CALL US! 





Enter my subscription for 1 year 


V | | ayy eS YES! (12 issues) of VIDEO for just $11.97. 


TAKING THE SHAKE our I save 66% off the newsstand cost of $35.40 and 20% off 
babe voi te the regular $15.00 subscription price. 








wi (4 (] SAVE EVEN MORE! Check here to receive 2 years of 
“ VIDEO for only $19.97. 















Name 





(Please print) 





Address 





Offer good in U.S. 











only. Allow up to 60 City State Zip 
days for delivery of 
first copy. Payment enclosed Bill Me 








































A VE-5 A/V Mixer w/Genlock .escse.e 
AVE-7 A/V Mixer w/96 Wipes... CALL! 
| Character Generator ........ssssssssesseeees $169 
‘1 Special Effects Generator. 
1 Hi Res Title Maker....... 
2000 Broadcast Quality 
90 Fonts, 1 million colors, clip board style 

st & more available for poal .sssssssesn CALL! 
Video Editor & Titler.........++0+ 


fae $75 SIMA SEDT/3 sesvsosvssssssesee 
85SIMA SIMA SCW Color Titler.... rie 
1+20G239 AZDEN VEI00 sssssensernsre 8 


A ! Enter my subscription for 1 year 

l/ I DE | | YES! (12 issues) of VIDEO for just $11.97. 
| Isave 66% off the newsstand cost of $35.40 and 20% off 
| the regular $15.00 subscription price. 


eaves! 


(] SAVE EVEN MORE! Check here to receive 2 years of 


VIDEO for only $19.97. 


Name 





(Please print) 


Address 





: : = owmotion play: Be sokeiere 
Offer good in U.S. layback.. 

only. Allow up to 60 Shuttle, HiF 
days for delivery of Play Jog/Shuttle.. 


first copy. Payment enclosed Bill Me ax # 201-633-1476 


City State 






































Ms Call For Y our FREE 64 PAGE Con prehensive Buy ers Guide | he 2 = S f 


AUTHORIZE D ar ; 1-800-42 









£3 3-4 CRS Customer Inquiries 


NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 
IF MAILED 


IN THE 
UNITED STATES 





BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 


FIRST CLASS MAIL PERMIT NO. 3494 NEW YORK, NY 








POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 


VIDEO 
PO BOX 52255 
BOULDER CO 80321-2255 
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POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE fae eo at heel | 
Ppt aes Tea | 
ESOT) | 
VIDEO tea | 
PO BOX 52255 fee ge Date | 


BOULDER CO 80321-2255 | 





SAMMAN’S ELECTRONICS 1166 HAMBURG TPKE. WAYNE, NEW JERSEY 


__ HOME THEATER SYSTEMS 





D SHIPI 
COSTS VIA 






Rio he CAO ed fee ooo oooo Shipping! 
50° Dolby Pro Logic Rear Projection T aaaoccvaaaa 1999 
35" MTS Stereo TV w/ Surround Sound . $1149 
31’ Stereo TV w/ Picture In Picture.......... SEReePEPEEPeRee cle) 


CD & PLAYERS Hi Fl RECEIVERS 






















KaraOK@ PIAVGES tisesbicscctesesssotvesessscosveossass CALL 


CD pee 18 wep MAZaZIN€ ......2000000 pics Doe. rgom capacity watts per channel, 279 
CD Laser w/special effects & auto reverse... Dolby Pro Logic® 100 watts per channel, 
24 Disc CD Changer...... . pray 8 -room oo aCHV Eee x ee rane 





100 Disc CD Changer... Dolby Pro Logic® 125 watts per channel, 
-005 % THD, multi-room/multi-source 
"to enjoy 2 different program sources 

in 2 rooms" 5 speaker outputs: A, B 
subroom, rear & center........++ r 
Multi room remote sensor kit.. 


Dual Deck w/6+1 Multi Cassette, Auto Reverse, Sea 2 fhe Black Laquer Finish with ne ad 398 
Dolby: B/G.R FIX RIO iiss ssstscssssesboctsasecescesvusseos $269 SUFTOUNA SPCAKELS »0...04.0s0ereeervrserererervesereres ackage 
Dual Cassette Play Record & Dubbing......... $109 Front Channel Bookshelf Spkrs 100 Watts «42+.» $79 


6 pc Tee ne, ‘ cote channel speake: 
BOOKSHELF AUDIO 


i ea 
TECHNICS 100w Center Channel Spea Chasse ei 
FISHER 


AIWA 
JVC 
& MORE! 


10 Disc Changer, Dual Cassette 30 Watts 
Romete' Controls. cee aisictcssveloxesovcvvones $299 
24 Disc Changer, AM/FM Stereo, Auto Reverse, 
Dual Cassette, Equalizer, 200 Watts ... $459 


DENON 
Jvc 
ADS 

& MORE! 


AM/FM CD in dash, DIN, Noise Reduction, 
detachable face, 8x4 watts/channel seeceyeasbese $199 | 
(AM/FM Stereo Cassette w/CD Controller & Dolby .$149 
Toshiba AM/FM Cassette, 25 watts/channel, 





















Digital Compact 





detachable faCe ccc ditiescisssesssshssscsivovececcsessscciese $98 | Au ; 

Remote 6 CD Changer, w/laser dig output & RF Cassette, Digital Audio Tape, 

ae for use with ANY FM STEREO........+ $289 : DAT, Mini Disc, DCC, & PCM 
lower Amps: 

220 Walter cesses $119 400 Watts ..ssssssssssesseeee $199 STARTING AT ....... $299 


LOOK NO FURTHER OUR PRICES ARE 


Call Now For Your Best Delivered Leailiniate Price! Convenient Fax # 201-633-1 476 





THE LOWEST! 


CAMCORDERS 








Choice 8mm & VHS-C Palm Size .....+++. $499 
Canon E-520 0 Lux 10x1 Zoom & Case ..$579 
Minolta C560 VHS-C Light 10x1 Zoom ...$649 
Full Size VAS 12x1 Zoom 4 Head.........$649 
VHS-C Stabilizer 20x1 Digital Zoom......$789 
8mm w/Optical Image Stabilizer.......$799 
Hi 8mm Stabilizer HiFi Ulira Compact .$1189 
NEW ARRIVALS EVERY DAY ........CALL US! 














PANASONIC WJAVE-5 A/V Mixer w/Genlock sev CALL! 
PANASONIC WJAVE-7 A/V Mixer w/96 Wipes.......CALL! 
JVC JXT-66 8 Page Character Generator .ss.scsssssssessseee $ 

VIDEONICS MX-1 Special Effects Generator. 





VIDEONICS TU-1 Hi Res Title Maker..esssssssssssunen 
VIDEONICS TM-2000 Broadcast Quality Titlemaker with 
720x480 Resolution, 90 Fonts, 1 million colors, clip board style 


copy, 20 special effect & more available for pal sssssssss CALL! 
SONY RME-700 Video Editor & Titler.....ss+s CALL! 














SIMA SEDT/2 seovssossssee $75 SIMA SEDT/3 sovssssssssssssves 
SIMA SEDT/4 ..$185SIMA SIMA SCW Color Title 
AZDEN VPC-10 .sssess $239 AZDEN VE100....... 
VIDEONICS Library Special Effects Presentations .,.......9 
CANON ED100 for L1 & L2... 


HITACHI 
Wa IBA 


& MORE! 





Toshiba 4 HD HiFi VHS & Flying erase head... 
Super Beta, w/slowmotion Hs ack , 

8mm recorder/playback .....+++..0+000 
Super VHS, Jog/Shuttle, HiFi Stereo 
Hi 8mm Record/Play Jog/Shuttle... 
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SONY CCD-TR91 


CCD-TR700 FEI * HI-FI STEREO 


10 X 1 ZOOM 
¢ 12:1 ZOOM 


PROGRAM AE 
* STEADYSHOT * OPTICAL IMAGE STABI- 
* SUPER QUICK ZOOM 


LIZER 


¢ HI-Fl STEREO SOUND 

















esl hots 


e : CHARACTER is 8 | 


GENERATOR 





* RC TIME CODE * 2 LUX 
* DIGITAL EIS 
CCD-TR61 4 5 
* HI-FI 
» © 10X1Z00M 
CCD-TR500_ Fli &, * PROGRAM AE VM-H38A Fi Fi 
* 10:1 ZOOM * BUILT-IN WIDE ANGLE iiss 
* DIGITAL EIS ‘ 


* SUPER QUICK ZOOM 


* CHARACTER GENERATOR 


CCD-SC5 








* HI-FI STEREO SOUND * DIGITAL EIS 
* BUILT-IN WIDE/TELE oF y 
*BUILT-INSPEAKER 
| CCD-TR8O *LITHIUM BATTERY | VM-H57A 
* 12 X ZOOM * 1 LUX 
4 MODE PROGRAM AE * FLYING ERASE HEAD 
CCD-VX3 
*12X ZOOM 
* TIME BASE CORRECTOR 
CCD-TR40 * HI-FI STEREO 






vM-E5sA"" 


* 1/10,000 SHUTTER 
* 10 X ZOOM 

¢ 2 LUX LOW LIGHT 
*3 


MODE PROGRAM AE ° 1 LUX 










FX-710 10X HI-8...........::c0es 
FX-620 12X ZOOM...........2000+ 


* CHARACTER GENERATOR 
¢ BUILT-IN WIDE ANGLE 


VM-E55A 


CCD-FX630 





e 
USC-5 Fli 
* 1/10,000 SHUTTER 
*5 MODE PROGRAM AE 
* 410,000 PIXELS 
*3 LUX 


wow! 


*12 X ZOOM 
¢ HI-FI-STEREO 
















* 1 LUX ~ Ty asus 
* DIGITAL EIS \ ie 
* CHARACTER GENERATA sa, 

* INSTANT ZOOM 


























E-700 





R-17C 




















*12X1 ZOOM 
* 10:1 ZOOM 0 LUX 
* OPTICAL EIS STiTLER VL-H100/400 
* 1/10,000 SHUTTER ¢ POP-UP LIGHT °8X1ZOOM 


° RAM AE 
* HI-Fl STEREO SOUND ute 






Is 
Aad ED 
+ 16:9 WIDE SCREEN \~goqq' 4 
* DIGITAL EFFECTS . 
REBATE 
/ Saale N 











Fig 
L2-PRO 


* 15X1 ZOOM 












VL-E3O 


*8X1ZOOM 
« NEURO AE 









PRO840 


© HI-FI/1 LUX | 
* FLYING ERASE HEAD 









¢ MANUAL CONTROL 
STEREO ZOOM MIC 
¢ PIEZO AUTO FOCUS 















¢ DIGITAL EFFECTS 


RETURN OR EXCHANGE MAY BE MADE WITHIN 10 DAYS AFTER PRIOR AUTHORIZATION. ALL RETURNED MERCHANDISE MUST BE IN ORIGINAL NEW CONDITION AND INCLUDE B 
TIES, THIS AD VALID FOR MONTH OF ISSUE. NOT REPSONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL:ERRORS CUSTOMER SERVICE MON-FRI 10AM-5PM1E.S.1, 212-825-1723 


yaTAVICION 800248207468 “ss” 




























































SUMMER SIZZ7LER 
OVERNIGHT DELIVERY GUARANTEED®24 HR FAX 212-825-1970 cat For FREE 


Panasonic] 2 || SONY |e. | INDUSTRIAL 
PVS-64 a» PE er AG-455 


*12X 9 SPEED POWER SLV-900 EVC-100 


ZOOM + HI-FI RECORDING + HI-Fl STEREO RECORDING 
* DIGITAL STILL/STROBE * FLYING ERASE HEAD * HIGH SPEED REWIND 


¢ 10:1 POWER ZOOM LENS 


PV-1Q404 


* 12:1 POWER ZOOM 





¢ 1 LUX LOW LIGHT 
¢ FLYING ERASE HEAD 













<i VTS-772A . 
PV-43 z weiss +7 HEADS : WJ-AVE7 
“HI-FI STEREO AP ; 
, * 4 HEAD+HI-FI = " Ne y WITH 2 PIP 
20X DIGITAL ZOOM “VCR PLUS seca : 


¢ 10:1 ZOOM LENS 
* COLOR DIGITAL FADE 
«1 LUX LOW 

















JVC HRS-4900 . 
JVC HRJ-200 
JVC HRJ-400 
JVC HR-VP606. 





VTF-382A 
VTF-342A... 
VT-M282A . 
VT-M181 





WJ-MX30 
New for ‘94 



















PV-54 COLOR VIEW... PV-IQ203 10X ......ecese000e 
PV-53 COLOR VIEW.... PVS-372 10X TBC 
PV-1Q604 .. i PV-S63 S-VHC.. 
PV-IQ403 ad PVS-770 SVHS Wess 
PV-IQ-503 STEREO...... PVS-760 30X SVHS ..... 
PV-IQ303 10X ........000000 PV-900 12X VHS... 




























PMr2S01 5. va stisexastnneheatian 
PV-4301. 
PV-4311. 
PV-4414. 
PVS-4366 .. 
PVS-4380 


EVS-7000.. Cv 
EVS-3000 HI- 8 VCR ANU, 

EVS-2000 HI-8 VCR........ 
EVC-40 8mm VCR.........+« 
SLVR-1000 SVHS VCR... 
SLV-750 4 HEAD ............ 
SLV-400 4 HEAD... 
GVM20 
GVSss50. 














WD-5100H . 
CT-1383Y .. 

























GR-SZ1 
* HI-FI 






PV-M1321 
PV-M1323.. 
PV-M2023.. 
PV-M2043.. 










¢ 22:1 DIGITAL ZOOM 
*« MICROSCOPE MODE 





VR-800HF 8MM VCR....... 
VR-667 HF ‘ 
VR-720 HF. 
VR-664 HF . 
VR-658 HF . 


VM-3700A 
* 24:1 DIGITAL ZOOM 
* BUILT-IN LIGHT 





CLD 740 KARAOKE...... 
CLD 840 KARAOKE...... 
CLD 940 KARAOKE...... 
CLD 702 LASER DISC... 
CLD 502 LASER DISC... 
CLD M301 LASER ........ 


GR-AX70 
* PROGRAM AE 







e2 PAGE TITLER 






*12X ZOOM 







VY-170A//300 COLOR = 


VIDEO PRINTER 


* HQ IMAGE/3D METHOD 
* 256 GRADATIONS Cee 
* MULTI-SCREEN PRINT 
¢ POSITIVE/NEG REVERSAL 
¢ VARIETY OF OUTPUT 





GRAX-35 10X . 
GRAX-25 10X . 
GRM-7U 








SONY 
HITACHI 


MITSUBISHI 


BOSE/JBL 


FULL SELECTION OF HOME THEATER 
AND LARGE SCREEN TV’s IN STOCK 


p COMPUTER VIDEO 













40 EXCHANGE PLACE, N.Y.,N-Y. 710005 
ull </ / a fee! ai 
K KR Kw KB WAY 
<a = $00°¢482¢7466 
CALL THE PROS FOR ALL YOUR 
& coil NEEDS 


INDABLE. UNDERWATEREQUIPMENT NON-REFUNDABLE. WE RESERVE THE yee TO LIMIT QUANTI 














Circle 31 on Read ‘Service Card. 









ER VIDEO 





$00°482°7466 


IN NY STATE 212-825-1990°OPEN 7 DAYS 8:30AM-11PM 
OVERNIGHT DELIVERY GUARANTEEDe24 HR FAX 212-825-1970 





40 EXCHANGE PLAGE, N.Y.,N.¥. 10005 


CZ-200A 
*AUTO SENSOR 
°20 WATT HALOGEN 
*ZOOM CONTROL. 
For Sony type 


rechargeable batteries bi 
APT-200 $69 


*AUTO PAN HEAD 
*WIRELESS REMOTE 
*MULTI DIRECTIONS 
°180 TILT ACTION. 


*AC/DC $ 1 29 


RB-8OUL 


°3 HOUR BATTERY 
*LED READOUT 
*LIFETIME WARRANTY 


$69 














JXSV55 
* 16 WIPES 
* FADES TO 8 COLORS 
* IMAGE ENHANCER $349 
* COLOR CORRECTION 


* JOYSTICK COLOR BALANCING 
* S-VHS IN/OUT 


JXT-88 


*10 PAGE MEMORY 

¢ 8 DIFFERENT 
COLORS 

* 4 CHARACTER SIZES 

* FADE IN/OUT 


* SCROLL TITLE $229 
JX-S300 


+4 SETS OF AV em) , 
INPUTS 
AMBIC O *3 SETS OF OUTPUTS 
* EDITS OF UP TO 3 VCR'S 
RAINCOATS * Y/C SEPARATOR $1 79 


JX-S900 

*6 INPUTS 

* TWO MONI- 
TOR OUTPUTS 


+ REMOTE CONTROL $449 


* DUAL OPERATION 


JXT-66 

* 7 LANGUAGES 

* 4 CHARACTER 
SIZES 

* 8 PAGE MEMORY 

* Y/C MIXER 





















® QUICKCHARGE DIS- 


CHARGE IN ONE 
® RECONDITIONER CYCLE 


* CHARGES 2 BATTERIES saaloc $39 
AT ONCE $59 
* RECONDITIONER 


* DC QUICKCHARGER © TESTER 
® USES ANY CIGARETTE Pe S 1 Sg 


LIGHTER 



























































































AVH-2Z 
W/ZOOM 














151-VRLT 


This professional wireless 
microphone system has up 
to date vhf frequency 
response and a 1,500ft 


range $ 1 29 




















AMBICO Woon 
V-6300 


| VIDEO EDITO 





551PRO... 
SBM-500 BOOM........ccscseseeeeee 








CITIZEN 


a 





WMS-PRO 
The WMS-PRO is a _profession- 
al quality VHF wireless mic with 
a 250’ range. It is completely 

handheld 


WR2-PRO SYSTEM 


This unique 2 channel receiv-» 
er allows you to use 2 wire- ff 
less mics simultaneously, 4 
hand-held or tie clip. System 

includes 2 WLT lapel micro- 
phones and WR2 receiver. 


























M329 LCD 2.9” 
COLOR MONITOR $1 49 
CITIZEN ACCESSORIES 


@ \ i 
= ny i 
ikelite 4 
$589 : 
M938 3.9” MONITOR SYSTEM sebel2 
T-740 3.8” MONITOR W/TUNER $299 


AC 6013 AC ADAPTER.....sssssessnsssee B29 
BC-755 CAR CORD.......... B39 e ee y 
$793 



























MU Pep ses) UD an FAN CaceHLES | NESE spree gsesi cca iol tact hana spears ene 








2.0-5 X ZOOM... 
2.0-6 X ZOOM.. 
FLIP LENSE 
TR LENSE KIT. 
AF FILTER KIT... 






Circle 31 on Reader Service Card. 






















Video Magazine, July 1994 


4Stabhnoto 


For Visa, Mastercard and Discover phone orders, 
Call Our Video Hotline Toll -ree 
Out-of-State or Upstate N.Y. 
EST Daily 8-7, Sun.10-5, Fri. 8-3 (closed sat.) 
In NY & for General info—or if Toll-Free lines are 
busy EST Daily 9-6, Sun.10-5, Fri. 9-3 (Closed Sat.) 





T SS 
| VINGS! 
l 


l 
— | 










Pe | comment IN| 
: Bexene/? | CONTINENTAL j 
AMERICA 


Perea AO ONITEMS INTHS AD ONLY 


SF-9300 Organizer 
64K electronic organizer 
with phone directory and 
scheduling system 
(CAS-9300) 













Nee Lightweight pocket PC » Runs DOS software 
* 2MB RAM ¢ Full 80-column display 


Great Price! * « PCMCIA v2.0 slot » CC:Mail, Lotus 1-2-3 
$6 7 9? 9 * Includes database (HPC-102) 












0Z-9520 Organizer 
512K pocket size 
electronic organizer with 
word processing 
(SHA-9520) 






’ a JOIN THE 
REVOLUTION! 


EXP-9200 
CORDLESS PHONE 


This two-line digital 900 MHz cordless : 
phone has a dual keypad, speakerphone, » 
and other great features (UND-9200) m $ 


















CDU-33A 2x SPEED CD-ROM KIT 
¢ MPC II compliant * Supports Multisession 


Kodak Photo CDs * 680MB capacity — 


:YO-610 Organizer 
(128K organizer with large 40 x 8 
line high-contrast display (SHA-610) 


it 





¢ Fast access time ¢ Internal for 
386/486s * With Interface (SON-33A) 











MULTIMEDIA KIT 
¢ 2x MPC II compliant CD ROM 
drive ¢ Supports Multisession 
Kodak Photo CDs ¢ Award-winning 
16-bit sound card * Labtec 
amplified speakers ¢ Six popular 
CD-ROM titles (MDV-60) 


*379* °339° 


KX-F270 FAX KX-F170 FAX 


* Integrated fax with answering machine * Curl reduc- * Integrated fax w/answering machine * Paper curl 
tion * Auto cutter * Auto document feeder (PAN-F270) reduction * Single line operation * 16 grays * Extnsn. 
transfer * 10-pg.Auto document feeder (PAN-F170) 














Bookshelf: 

e e 
Multimedia 

ene 
Edition 
An illustrated, animated, talk- 
ing reference library. Includes: 
The Concise Columbia 
Encyclopedia and also 
Dictionary of Quotations, The 
| American Heritage Dictionary, 
Roget's Thesaurus, The World 
Almanac and Book of Facts 
1992, Bartlett's Quotations, 
and Hammond Atlas. 
For the PC. (MIC-1994P) 
Encarte a— oat | 
e e | 
Multimedia 


#. Encyclopedia M Ova 


C omptons A wealth of innovative, inter- | € 5 








Interactive 
Encylopedia 


Vast amounts of informa- 
tion at your fingertips, 
including thousands of pic- 
tures, diagrams, and facts. 
For the PC. (CCPM-2003) 























FAX 900 (PLAIN PAPER) INTELLIFAX 600 


* 100-sheet tray * 300 dpi/64 shades * Out-of-paper * Anti-curl * Auto cutter * 98' roll cap. * Smoothing res. 
reception * 32-page ADF * 50-loc. speed dialer * 16 grays * Fax/tel switch w/TAD ¢ Preprog. cover page 
* Semi-dual access * Broadcasting (HPC-F900) + Remote activation * Unattended auto redial (BTH-744 


The Source for Great Values 
In Video Equipment, 
Photography, Computers, 
and COnsumer Electronics! 












active info., such as anima- 


BE vier ti¥€ tion, video, maps and more. 
seclia For the BCw/Mic-1961) 
wa 





Circle 32 on Reader Service Card. 












VUALPPAY AWRY 8 


mar THE VIDEO EDITING & 


FREE GIFT!! WISH US A HAPPY IANIERICAN 
ANNIVERSARY WHEN YOU CALL EXPRESS) ; | 
IN YOUR ORDER AND WE’LL SEND 
YOU A FREE GIFT!! 


VISA 10-12 Charles Street, Glen Cove, NY 11542 FAX 516-671-3092 


AMBICO... 


Professional Video 
Converter 


Converts movies, slides, AND VvO650 
photos to video. Needs no slide $ 95 
SALE 49 


VANGUARD’ 


Full size “Hands-Free” 
Camcorder Support 


Sturdy shoulder bracket offers true 





























WE KNOW OUR 
staff of courteous, 

STUFF informative, sales 

professionals 


WE ARE HERE TO 
SOLVE YOUR fom hook- 
PROBLEMS 2) eexion | 
ATTN SCHOOLS & 
GOV'T AGENCIES 


Direct your orders/bid to our 
Specialty Video Supply division 


IVIDICRAFT —_VidiMate 3005 






























































fi 
No memory batteries offer a full charge everytime! Carefree- 
No Worry!! Available for all major 
¥ i" YOUR 


brands. Call with your model #. choices 49” 






































Improves _|hands free support plus $59 
rad quality improved weight distribution. z 
urin, re 
MI playback or 3X Telephoto Lens 







editing from = % LED65 
Foams. aN NoMEM Camcorder Battery Belt Packs 
channel audio with LED Indicators 

LED65- 6.5AH Runs camcorder approx. 5 hrs. 569" 


mixer, autofades, adjustment of $ 95 
outline, detail, brightness, color, oO ings i 
Pung Ce ta lp DrighWjcesy colo & 1 LED100- 10AH Runs camcorder approx. 7 hrs. s99°° inin,. plus 46mnas: S2intn. nes Messe ee 
Also available: LAGS- 6.5AH 12v 569°" 


§ 2 in./4 out. S-VHS jacks. 

Vidimate 200 - Same as above w/o S-VHS jacks. s99°° 99°" 
M In celebration of our LOTH ANNIVERSARY, our tech support staff has come up The 1OTH ANNIVERSARY PACKAGE BONUS includes. 

with some terrific editing packages. We've matched the components that * ! How-to Manual with instruction & tips from our techs! FREE! *6°* VALUE! 
give you the maximum value to create great productions! In addition to FREE! * Complete set of hook-up cables. — FREE! $24.95 VALUE! 
these low prices you will receive the LOTH ANNIVERSARY PACKAGE s4p™ VALUE! * 3M Black Watch Video Tape [#4410] — FREE! $8.95 VALUE! 
BONUS, a $40.00 value, at no extra charge. For more information, or to find . ¢ EXCLUSIVE Direct Support Phone Line connects you to our techs who 
out what components are best for you, call today! will assist you, from hook-up to operation! 


New compact lens increases your 
telephoto range by 300%! Features 4 
element coated glass optics for sharpest 
resolution. Dual thread for 49mm & 37 






































VSL30 





































AMBICO TITLEWRITER 


Professional ff 
Digital Effects 

enerator 
SFX5 











¢ Picture-in-picture Combine 2 video sources 
Full Color by adding full motion or still PIP * Freeze Frame fi 
Electronic Titler w/ ¢ Strobe High, medium & low speeds x 
Special Title Effects Special Effects Editor & * Multiscreen Display 4 or 9 still frames on 











SFX-4 






* 8 colors, 2 fonts, 4 sizes and 3 borders 

























* 10 pages of mem i: 

"4 20 Pe rant wipe Ayoub scroll up/down, Put your titles into Sound Mixer one screen. PLUS any 1 frame can be in full 
crawl, and flash on/off SALE motion & create unique A complete creative editing center motion * Mosaic 2 sizes & POS/NEG 

¢ Hi8 and S-VHS compatible Hollywood effects. with color wipes, partial wipes, * Paint Dramatic color posterization 

* Superimpose titles over live video $499" Features deluxe full size inverse, reverse, crossfades:etc * Audio Mixer 








or on black or white background. keyboard, S-VHS & Hi8 


compatibility, & 12 page ‘ 
rane ee chee *Crossfades one input into next 


include 8 colors, 4 eVariable wipe and fade speed 
sizes, outlining & *Bypass accurately locates edit points 
boxing. ¢Stereo sound mixer 


©2 in/ 2 out .*S-VHS/Hi8 compatible 
s2a9°° 


JXSV55 


Over 100 wipe patterns 



















Automatic Control L Editor & 
Special Effects Generator 
for under °300 
















JXT88 


oS 
SALE 


























The SFX-L 
automatically 
edits your home videos with professional color 
fades and wipes plus audio mixing. Preprogram an 
Edit Decision List with up to 23 scenes,The on- 






Ultimate S-VHS 
Production Center 


A complete home video production center 
that is compatible with all formats. The 










































screen display lists the in and out points, the JXSV55 combines professional quality and backgrounds or combine wipe 
special effects that have been selected and the several features into 1 easy to use unit. patterns for sixteen different S-VHS/Hi8 
elapsed time of your video. Perform clean cut State of the art high resolution color effects including circle, curtain and 
assembly edits or choose exciting wipe patterns in 8 } processor and enhancer to improve picture letterbox, © Edit your video using Color Character Generator 
colors. Includes stereo audio : $299" quality. * Joystick control for color balance fades and wipes as transitions The world's easiest to use color titler! 
mixer, mic, and Y/C for S-VHS/Hi8. lets you perform top notch color correction between scenes! ®2A/V in & out Generates its own title screens for quick & 
quickly and easily. * Hi Fi stereo audio mixer plus a switchable monitor output. easy title creation. * 8 colors/4 sizes « 
Also New from Sima -IR Auto Ed/it-Infrared Video lets you add music and/or narration from 3 The JXSV55 is 10 pages memory * Fade in/out & Scroll 
Editor and Audio Mixer-One button performs the different sources. rated #1 by our $399" title * Standard size keypad 
* Color special effects generator lets you techs! 


entire editing sequence automatically $479 
-assuring perfect edits every time. 


ae 249 ec $299) 


fade or wipe to 8 different color 








PRODUCTION EXPERTS 10 DAY MONEY BACK 


30 DAY TRADE-IN 


VIDICRAFT* GUARANTEE POLICY 
Lf PRO SWITCHER TECHNICAL ADVICE 
HOTLINE 


Digital 4x4 matrix routes any one of 4 inputs to any or all 4 outputs call Phil 
j *Preselect separate stereo audio or video switching or route audio ! 
Now Toll-Free in Canada and video together ' 516-759-1943 © Gay 


$ 00 
*Combine multiple switchers to expand in/out capability 299 





Zoom 
cam3 |Microphone Headset 
Mic Mixer Picks up sound Boom 
Record and in front without “ Mic 
mix sound side noises, 2 
from 3 position zoom/wide angle. Add narration as you're, SALE 


| 00 video taping! Monitor 95 
en M saLes65 camcor fer audio. $19 


Connect 2 mics plus background music to 
your camcorder's audio. sag" 


WMSPRO 


Se kB Professional 
=| Now you can use two wireless mics at the same time! _| VHF Wireless 
The new Azden WR2PRO two channel receiver automatically mixes | Mic System 
the sound from both mics. Let us design the perfect two mic 250" Range 


system for your needs. Complete systems $' 00 | Stereo/Zoom Microphone 
including WR2PRO and two wireless mics. 379 & up. $449 q High performance Mic. 





ECZ990 ee, 
TWO MICROPHONE SYSTEMS AJAZDEN 




















WR2PRO $179 Features: 2 modes - stereo or superdirectional! Plus 
4 receiver . sensitivity & low-cut selections. 
VHP Pro Mic System 5479" 6 times greater sensitivity than built-in mic. 


Now you can watch TWO Programs at the : ms 
same time and more... a Features new 


modern design with 

ROCTEC titanium finish, 
Includes ultra- 
smooth fluid pan 
head, gear drive & 
Turn your 4 positive Elpieion 

: center column. 
ee : Height 59” 


complete 
editing : 5ag9°"5 


system! U8000 with SLIK 
, ; ae custom tripod case 
¢Enhanced VideoDirector editing software lets you rearrange scenes, s59°5 


remove unwanted footage and create an Edit Decision List for easy 

editing*Add high resolution color titles and create your own graphics 

and animation Superimpose titles and graphics over video plus color PowerMax 
key graphics for keyhole effects*Requires Sony type LANC camcorder Pulse-Charge 


RocGen Pro 


=} Remote Control PIP Tuner w/stereo 
& Picture-in-picture in any corner of the screen 
¢ Built in cable converter 
¢ Built in switcher for cable/antenna and 3 A/V inputs 


¢ Swap between main and sub-picture Si Reconditions and 
= “4 quick 
¢ Freeze sub-picture =6VP9 ss OWAL UITE LUS ieee charges two 6V batteries 


* Includes custom PIP cable ki Shy in one cycle. Fastes 
i ' ‘ aa f le. Fi t 

Truly integrated video editing, 2D & 3D titling, and effects in one eas' j 

lyi NI TINE, Wn A y charge with built ir 


to use, well documented package. Custom-modified Video Director lets . | 
RECOTON you edit from any Control L camcorder and Curtain Call lets you add hin aay “e)roeree. provection! 
WOW!!! 900MHz titles, fades, wipes, graphics and animation with the click of the ae AC/OC 
Wireless Technology!!! mouse. G-lock VGA+ broadcast quality display card $4.9 
Lets you transmit sound and | SPM-10 
video up to 150"! Even through | y i i 
walls and floors! W440- 
Wireless Stereo Speaker ti 
system with full 20 watt RMS SUNPAK 
output. Enjoy full, rich Hi-fi , MEMORY-FREE 
stereo sound anywhere in your wy 5. 
home without wee cae Nicad Battery with 


surround sound, bookshelves 7 3 stage LED ] y BLACK 
iT ‘ ™ Lo r 
and you can even use them outside!! Ultra-high ( WATCH 


we Cea The Ideal Tape 
; tio for Video 


a provides up op 
Remote Control — $0,955 his. CZ-200A AP-200W Editing and 


A/V S-VHS Switcher for 8mm Cordless VideoLight with Remote Control Auto Pan/Tilt Head Production 
* 3 S-VHS/A/V in & out and VHS-C Auto Sensor, Zoom & Tilt. | Mount your camcorder on Sunpak’s pan — 
e Y/C separator $ s 

f camcorders Head. Includes battery & head, place on tripod & get in the action Magnetic Head 
* Video amp. w/800 lines of resolution Sale from Sony, charger with everyone else! Infra-red signal Cleaning 

trols pan & tilt plus lens zoom & i 
xe §-V : Pana, JVC, $69" con System-The 

ee Ae ees ggaitnceeadcl om and Sharp. record/pause of Sony, JVC, Hitachi & Best Available 

/ witcner Ri20'compact Canon camcorders. Powered $ 00 
7 in, 4 out plus monitor output RB-80UL $ 95 ideolight P $29 by 6v battery (not included). 149 es 
* Video amp w/ 12MHz bandwidth & 960 lines resolution Comes with 69 eee Optional 20 ft remote sensor cord $19% CALL TODAY 


« Y/C separator * 2 signal paths for simultaneous Lifetime Warranty! FFR . qm For More 
dubbing or viewing * A/V processor loops 5499°° RB-80U without LED °49%° U K $10 OFF RE-SOUL with purchase of AP-200W Information 























‘circle 33 on Reader Service Card. 











WE ARE 
YOURVIDEO tm 


HEADQUARTERS Ba er ee 2 
MEADTOWN SHOPPING CENTER » RTE 23 « nen m0 


RETAIL STORE | CUSTOMER SERVICE 


201-838-3444 || 1-800-233-4010 | —_ 
Mon - Fri 9-9 Sat 9-6 EST}} Mon - Fri 9-5 EST 





FACTORY AUTHORIZED FOR: ADS * ADVENT # AR © AIWA ® AKG ¢ ATLANTIC TECHNOLOGY * AUDIO SOURCE * BAZOOKA 
BBE * B&O * B&W  BELTRONICS * CANON * CARVER * CERWIN VEGA # DENON © HAFLER ¢ HITACHI * HIFONICS CHERS 
¢ HUGHES ¢ INFINITY eJBL sJVC ¢ KENWOOD ¢ LUXMAN ¢ MINOLTA * MITSUBISHI * M&K * MONITOR wit 

AUDIO * MONSTER CABLE ¢ NAD « NILES * ORION ¢ PANASONIC * PHASE LINEAR 
* PHILIPS * PINNACLE * PS AUDIO * ROCK SOLID * SENNHEISER 
¢ SHARPVISION ¢ SHERWOOD SIMA * SOUNDCRAFTSMAN 
¢ SONY * SOUNDSTREAM ¢ SSI * TECHNICS 
¢ TERK e THORENS ¢ TOSHIBA 

¢ TRIAD AND MORE! 





















mm, Prog 
\: HiFi, we Built-in 2 


cp 0 
0) ae with bul a9 speak fi om, 1 IU 
a 


color 






0 HiFi 
and nit Fi se ‘ wo vor Plust 
in 





Mits! subs 


Factory authorized for all brands we sell * Not responsible for typographical errors * No refunds on video or car stereo products * 10 Day defective exchange from date of receipt * All returnsmust be made within 10 days of receipt of merchandise & are 
subject to a restockingfee * Items must be in original condition and packaging » Shipping and handling are not refundable * No tax on out of state purchases * Non-commissioned salesman * Next day and second day delivery available, 


Circle 34 on Reader Service Card. 








CAMERA & VIDEO INCAS. ie 


Name 
Address 
City 


Tel 


ee hod at et ho a ee ee ee ee ed IY ee A ae ad PARK 


|| BUSINESS HOURS 
|| Mon-Thurs 9:30am to 8:00pm 
Friday 9:30am to 6:30pm 
losed Saturdays 
Sunday 10:00am to Yh 00pm 
3126 Avenue 
Bklyn. N.Y. 11229 


Special Sit To extend your warranty coverage to 5 years, add an additional 199.00 to any listed camcorder price! 


CAMCORDERS 
499.99 


1079.99 CCD-TR82.. 
~ CCD-TR91 . 
CCD-TR101 . 


CCD-TR500 . 
CCD-TR700. 
CCD-VX3 ... 
CCD-FX420 . 
CCD-FX520 . 
CCD-FX620 
CCD-FX430.... 
739.99 CCD-FX530. 
CCD-FX630.... 
CCD-SC5 


SR-S360 Super VHS VCR... 799.99 
BR-S378U Super VHS VCR..........CALL 
89 TM-900 SU Monitor 439,99 


TM OL Manit 





(please print) 





State 
ephone Nuniber (with Area Code) 


Zip 





1. What size is your primary viewing TV? 


20°-25" ACI 


27"-25" 8B 35% DO 





C) 25°27" (OO 





2. Approximately how many hours per day do you watch TV? 


0- 


3. How far in advance do you plan your TV viewi 


1 hour 


4. Do you 

Yes L 
5. Which sources is 
Daily News 


TW Guid 


‘i rograms do you fape per week? 
sop 5) tial pe 


Yes 


8. Are you currently a subscriber to VIDEO? 


16 
31 
46 
61 
76 
91 
106 
121 
136 
151 
166 
181 








: ee ao FC) 





60 


ng? 
day I{]) 1 week if [J No Planning K 
—— "series" alae (i.e: soap operas, mini-series)? 





6-10 






































ou use fo plan TV ag 
e “5 0 eekly Newspaper Insert P(_] 
ther RO 




















cc 


























7+ 
7. Ht amma your ier —— easier would you record additional shows? 


VO No 





Yes X No Y 

















Please circle product numbers to receive desired information 

2 3 s 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 
47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57 
62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70 71 72 
77 78 79 80 81 82 82 84 85 86 87 
92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 100 101 102 
107 108. 308~ 216. 144-412 — 413... 114. 195 _. 196: 437 
122 123 124 125 126 127 128 129 130 131 132 
137 138 139 140 141 142 143 144 145 146 147 
152 153 154 155 156 157 158 159 160 161 162 
467 — 168; 1682170477 “432:. 173 474. 975-176 —9e 
182 183 184 185 186 187 188 189 190 191 192 


Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. Card expires 10/19/94. RS794 


13 
28 
43 
58 
73 
88 
103 
118 
133 
148 
163 
178 
193 


14 
29 
44 
59 
74 
89 
104 
119 
134 
149 
164 
179 
194 


15 
30 
45 
60 
75 
90 
105 
120 
135 
150 
165 
180 
195 


WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR GREDIT 
CARDS WITH NO SURCHARGE! 


DWIDE! OVERNIGHT SHIPPING P\/.\ |. 18 
aes lare kel alien 
VHS-C 


WJ-MX50 

WJ-MX30 . 
W4J-AVE7 . 
WJ-AVES . 
WJ-AVES . 


- 599.99 PV-I0503 .. $629.99 
799.99 COLOR LCD, VE HI H STERED, 1 10K 


Name 


PROFESSIONAL 
INDUSTRIAL LINE 





(please print) 


Address 











City State 
Telephone Number (with Area Code) 


_Zip_ 





1. What size is your primary viewing TV? 
20°-25" ACL) 27°-25" BL) 25"-27" CO 
2. Approximately how many hours per day do you watch TV? 
0-2 tJ $5 =~ FO 6-10 
3. How far in advance do you plan your TV viewing? 
Thor HO) 1 day 11 sl week fo 
4. Do you tape series" programming (i.e. soap operas; mini-series)? 
if co 


35% DO 
60 





5. Which sources Pi ou use fo plan TV viewing? 
Dai a Yi Cable Eide 00 Weekly Newspaper Insert PL 
TW Guide Other RL 





: = many programs do you tape per oa 
sop g 5 Te 











No Planning KC 


7. tH es your VCR was made easier wold you record additional shows? 


Yes VLJ No 


8. Are you currently a subscriber to VIDEO? Yes XC] No YC) 





Please circle product numbers to receive desired information 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 
46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57 
61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70 71 72 
76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 
91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 100 101 102 
106 107 108 109. 110 111 112 113 114 115 116 117 
121 122 123° 124 125 126 127 128 129 130 131 132 
136 137 138 139 140 141 142 143 144 145 146 147 
151 152 153 154 155 156 157 158 159 160 161 162 
167 168 169 170 171 172 173 174 #175 #176 177 
182 183 184 185 186 187 188 189 190 191 192 


Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. Card expires 10/19/94. RS794 


13 
28 
43 
58 
73 
88 

103 
118 
133 
148 
163 
178 
193 


14 
23, 
44 


181 


15 
30 
45 
60 
75 
90 

105 
120 
135 
150 
165 
180 
195 





(lid as 


B88see8 FEE 


8888888 








Re meee 

Le 
Be Be 
i 


YOUR VIDEO yy 


RETAIL STORE li CUSTOMER SERVICE 


‘\\7 | 201-838-3444 |] 1-800-233-4010 — 
a Mon - Fri 9-9 Sat 9-6 EST}} Mon - Fri 9-5 EST 


FACTORY AUTHORIZED FOR: ADS ® ADVENT * AR © AIWA * AKG e ATLANTIC TECHNOLOGY * AUDIO SOURCE * BAZOOKA 
BBE * B&O * B&W » BELTRONICS * CANON * CARVER * CERWIN VEGA * DENON © HAFLER ¢ HITACHI * HIFONICS 
¢ HUGHES ¢ INFINITY eJBL eJVC e KENWOOD @ LUXMAN ¢ MINOLTA ¢ MITSUBISHI * M&K * MONITOR 
AUDIO * MONSTER CABLE * NAD « NILES * ORION * PANASONIC * PHASE LINEAR 
¢ PHILIPS ¢ PINNACLE * PS AUDIO * ROCK SOLID * SENNHEISER 
* SHARPVISION * SHERWOOD ¢ SIMA * SOUNDCRAFTSMAN 
* SONY * SOUNDSTREAM ¢ SSI * TECHNICS 
° TERK ¢ THORENS * TOSHIBA 


—_ emia aan 


JOOS UIE ISEM 097 


O9VO-ZLLOL AN ‘4J0A MON 
O9VO-ZLLOL AN “0A MON 
JOOS UIE ISOM O9P 
























~SHOPPINC 


a | N BUSINESS HOURS > fF 
—— tosiged 2 Some pm 7 Fy ; a> = | 
rida) lam to m 
senate satrys . LOCAL & OVERSEAS CALL 
f i 1 06. Pr age oo 9 : 1 7 : : 71 8-891 “1 878 
lyn. N.Y. — a 
view ' 0 SURG 


CAMERA & a EO INC, 


mE 


PROFESSIONAL 
INDUSTRIAL LINE 


Special Offer: To extend your warranty coverage to 5 years, add an additional 199.00 to any listed c 


CAMCORDERS 


@ CCD-TR500 ...$1079.99 CCD-TR82. vee CCD-TRIO 999.9 i! | aoe $849.99 

CCD-TR91 . .. 739. ie PV- . 629: AG-5700. 

COLOR VIEWFINDER, IMAGE STABILIZATION sfcltipe Byes 101 700M, , By, ‘p50 IMAGE STABILWER J 070) 

i CCD-TR200.. . . 769: Pv. . 579! AG-1280 

CCD-TR500 . . i . i + 619. 
CCD-TR700. ie . fe PV- 679. WJ-MX50 3789.99 f 
CCD-VX3 . . 2599, Pe | ie Pv. 829: W4J-MX30 . . .. 1799.99 
CCD-FX420 a c ' WJ-AVE7 .. CALL 
CCD-FX520 i : f i WJ-AVES ... 879.99 
CCD-FX620 2 : j PV: . 579; WJ-AVES . . 319.99 


: me CCD-FX430. LL c _ ppPy- 779; WU-TTLS. . 204.99 
CCD-TR9T ..+.$739.99 CCD-FX530 . t “S770... AG-AQ6. . .. 339.99 


STEREO HANDYGAM, UPTICAL IMAGE CCD-FX630, : B PV. ‘599,99 PVAQ5OB sassssvessnsnse' $629.99 | cr.13837 
STABILIZATION, COLOR VIEWFINDER © CCD.SC5.... g $372... ++ 799.99 COLOR ACD, VE A Fi STERED, 1 10K 


GR-AX75U 
$699.99 PROFESSIONAL 


SR-S360 Super VHS VCR. 
BR-S378U Super VHS VCR... 
489.99 TM-900 SU Monitor .. 
CALL TM.9U Monitor. 
eit TM-130.SU Monitor .. 


% 


RS 


eg : ‘ALL UC-S 
489.99 VL-E35U 8B vecesnnCALL UC-1 


“499.99 VL-E40U f Mics ca ube. 
..689.99 VL-HL400 ~CALL 


Bo anccee 


We Cary A Full 
Line of Canon 


PRDADIDD 


Nn 
NN 


GI 
G 
aGi 
G 
{el 
mG 
mG 
G 


oe CALL US FOR LOW PRICES ON 
HI-BMM, IMAGE STABILIZATION, PALMSIZE VHS-C CAMCORDER i | ANY BRAND COMPUTER! WE x PRO 930 8MM. 
DIGITAL SIGNAL PROCESSING, VOX POWER ZOOM WITH MACRO ee “CARRY HARDWARE AND ALL WC’ hs PRO 883 8MM. 
HI-FI STEREO, 400 LPI RESOLUTION PROGRAMMED AUTO EXPOSURE ~ PRO 840 8MM. 
CALL FOR PRICE CALL FOG PRICE : a THE LATEST NOTEBOOKS AND fucC-188 VHS-c PRO 830 8MM. 
oor aedbaedeacemre | _LABTOPS ON THE MARKET) ra vus-c roa lot 


RECEIVERS CASSETTE DECKS 
gill FOR ALLLATEST MODELS IN oe CT-WME2R 279.99 


CT-W802R 224,99 


- i : | CT-we02! 179.99 
Ne 240) PLM} PAA, ; VR: : 
Pv-4462, Pitis, é VR CT-W502! 139,99 


EV-S3000 Siv-9 HF is ss St h Mi a : CT NAGER 124.9 r 
$1234.99 $359.99 ; 3 ; : I Vs26A. ; 50 18. ; 114 


HI-BMM VCR, SLV-400 a) AV f BR, § x -D7028.. Cpe €D PLAYERS Pad 
HI FIDELITY STEREO SLV-700HF ‘araoke CLD-V840 ' : PD-TM : 
i 9 - 99 CALL FOR ALL LATEST MODELS - IN STOCK “502... PD:DM 
444, ‘99 SLV-620H! $ i + CALL FOR OUR NEW CLD-A100 og oy ara 
SLV-720. oe : - LASER INTER ACTIVE PLAYER -312R.. 149: ldcse 
789.99 SLV-770HF ] ; Be -251R., "yog.99 | PD-M552. 
CALL SLV-920HF é : ; 5 AVAL ¢ “114.99 PD-M502. 
719.99 SLV-R1000 . 


629.99 
VD- 1000 V Deck .1389.99 SL-S600 ery 
PLEASE CALL FOR SL-HF2000. 
OTHER SONY PRODUCTS ; 


SIRS! 615. 


ACCESSORIES ACCESSORIES ACCESSORIES ACCESSORIES ACCESSORIES ee i : ; 


gsTR D714 


reawigae 


| 
(ARK SIMO) ee — ae 
i im, e MHC-4650... i : 


MHC-550.. 


; r | MHC-C33.. A rD.WeistN, 
B EDiit 2X... me Lo i : z ‘ MHC-C55 . 


; 800. MHC-C70. 
~ MX-1 MIKER.....CALL canes 99 Mi coseeeees OOS E 991 Jx-T66 Char. Generator...134.99,_ CA MHCC80. 


CALLE 5 F : : JX-T88 Char, Generator...219.99 fig 1C-WR 345 
209.99] ry epi 58: ; | JX-$55 Video Editing falc. ea im = WE CARRY A 


B Thumbs Up Video Ecitor..149.99 Ml Soran : 29: ; 329, 4 “189, 
Sound Effects Mixer 99 8 photter Magic J 19.99 I Ready Light . @UX- OR TC WR ‘Al FULL LINE OF 
344,99 MM Copy Kit 3. 7A M- +329 3 Inch Color Monitor ii " rl rsh i saosin 74,99) : Haveh 239; tihy 3 SPEAKERS 


Pris ol ony frog te ve, Al Marans ° i: rer Shing fos exh mtb mode ibn dlc opt, Md ome aS cn Spy nd Hy bs wr td A 
hn al ie sr me ne Tre yao Oey phone Tn han ciate za rate ae ss gumalercrea gi i rain yf So tnd en 
4 ircle 


es vay vies ee We ere ih it qanties ot ress Ypres 35 on Reader Service Card. 

















































VHS-C CAMCORDERS 
GR-AX25 10x Power Zoom 
GR-AX30 New! 12x Zoom 
GR-AX37 New! Muiti-Brand Rmt. 
GR-AX70U" Wew! Color View. 
GR-AX75* Dig. Image Stabiz. 
GR-M7Pro* = 11x Power Zm. 
GR-S2Z1" S-VHS-C * New Low Price! 
* Comes with JVC case 


SUPER VHS VCRs 

HR-S 4900 Hi-Fi, VCR+ 
HR-S 6900 S-VHS, VCR+ 
HR-S 7100 New! S-VHS 


VIDEO RECORDERS 


HR-J210 New! | 
HR-J410 New! | 
HR-J600 4 Head. Hi-Fi 
HR-VP412 New! 4 Hd * VCRt 
HR-VP612 New! Hi-Fi Jog 
HR-VP638 New! 4-Hd, Hi-Fi 
HR-VP710 4 Hd, Hi-Fi, FEH 
A/V SWITCHERS 
JX+$300 AV Selector 
JX+S700 AV Selector 


} 
| 













































JX-§V55 Video Editing Process. 


AUTHORIZED DEALER 





8mm CAMCORDERS 

VM-ES3A Call 
VM-E55A Rated "1! 
VM-ES6A 24x, Color View. 


VM-H57A Hi-8, E.L.S. 
VM-H38A Hi-Band 
VM-H39A_—_Hi-8, Case, Light 
VHS CAMCORDERS 
VM-1700 —_June availability 
VM-2700 New! 12x Zoom 


LASER DISC PLAYERS 


CLD-503 Auto Reverse New! 
CLD-D703 Digital still New! 


E 


The new CLD-D703 is the ulti- 
mate in picture and sound 


images and picture-perfect clar- 


side, jog & shuttle control. 


CALL FOR MORE JVC PRODUCTS! 


@ PRICES INCLUDE HITACHI USA WARRANTY 


CALL FOR MORE HTACHI PRODUCTS! 


Y PIONEER 


AUTHORIZED DEALER * PRICES INCLUDE PIONEER USA WARRANTY 


quality, ensuring jitter-free | 
ity. Automatic play of the other | 


CALL FOR MORE PIONEER PRODUCTS! 


Prices are good for Mail Order orders only (subject to suppliers price changes). Shipping and handling are extra. Returns and exchanges may be made within 14 days of receipt of merchandise with prior authorization 
only (call Customer Service for a Return Authorization Number). Non-defective merchandise returned for refund will be subject to a restocking fee: 5% if box is unopened (still sealed), 12% if box has been opened. 


West's Largest Photo & 
Video Camcorder Dealer! 


All Equipment is Brand 


New and Fully Guaranteed 


Located in the Historic 
Camera World Building 
in Downtown 
Portland, Oregon 








ORDER 7 DAYS A WEEK! 
MONDAY - SATURDAY: 6AM - 6PM 





SUNDAY: 8AM - 5PM 


Mail Order Division Hours Only (PST) 


ir) 1 
7 62 a 


No Credit Card Surcharge! 





RX-815VTN Dolby® ProLogic 
RX-715VTN Dolby® ProLogic 
RX-515 VIN Dolby® ProLog 
XL-509TN 6+1 Remote LCD 


XL-F211 TN 5 CD Carousel 
XL-V261N Singel CD W/R 
TD-W709 TN = Dual A/R Cass. 
TD-W309TN Dual A/R Cass. 


SX-SW10 VBK Sub Woof/2 Sat. 
SX-SC1 VBK Center/Rear Spk 
SP-XS6 BK Column Speakers 








isc CD Auto Changer 


# XL-MC100: P.E.M. D.D. Converter 
Mini-Disc Recorder 
# XMD1 
* Palmtop design 
«Jog dial 
* Large LCD display 
MINI HI-Fi STEREOS 
Compact Sizes, Yet 
Deliver Full 





VM-S8200A Super-VHS 
VM-3700 New! Color View. 


VIDEO RECORDERS 


VT-M171A Quick Start 
VT-M181 Easy Guide Menu 
VT-M270A 4 Head 
VT-M272A VCR Plus+ 
VT-M281 4 Head 
VT-M284 New! 4 Head 
VT-F370A 4 Head, Hi-fi 
| VT-F372A 4 Head, Hi-fi 


VT-F380 New! 4 Head, Hi-fi 
VT-F381 4 Hd. Hi-Fi. VCR+ 
VT-F382 New! 4 Head, Hi-fi 





VT-S772A S-VHS, 5 Hd. 
TV/VCR COMBO 
| 20VR2B 20” Monitor 


i 


LASER KARAOKE 


| Commercial & Home 
Products Available 





KARAOKE MIXER 
MA-3 New! 


Turn any VCR, camcorder or 
LaserDisc into a Karaoke player 




























8mm CAMCORDERS 
VL-E30.. 3" Diag. Monitor 





VL-E40. 4" Diag. Monitor 
VL-HL100...._ Hi-8, 4” Monitor 
VL-H400U... NEW! Hi-8, Hi-Fi 
VHS CAMCORDERS 
VL-L390U 42x Zoom 
VL-L63U 12x. w/soft case 


0Z-96001I 
02Z-9500.. 


computer link-up option 
... Fax modem option 
omputer link-up option 





More Models Available * Accessories In Stock —™ 
CALL FOR MORE SHARP PRODUCTS! 








* Authorized Dealer * 


CanonSONY RCA 

Nikon JVC HITACHI OLYMPUS 
MIN@LUTA PENTAX (luasSar BRONICA 
PGCO.VIDEO ME ad UM VADINERS UI atl) 
RIGOR FUJI YASHICA féica Mamiya 
SAMSUNG Gil) @) PIONEER > SIGMA 
QUANTUM Konica Vivitar —"- TDK 
(8 Takima CONTAX TAMRON SEK ONIC 
CULLMANN @tamrac AZDENKodak 
§<KenkoPolaroidGOSSEN @ViDEONICS 
TRIPODS GITZO bogen SLIK Velbon 


INTEGRITY « LOW PRICES 


$6 The people [at Camera World] 
are friendly, energized and customer 
oriented. If Jeremy is an example of 
the type of people working there, 
then I look forward to doing business i 
with you again in the future. 7? any 
Thanks to Garry Wolfe, Aberdeen, MD for his letter of April 7, 1994 











AUTHORIZED DEALER # INCLUDES RCA USA WARRANTY 

















* VHS CAMCORDERS 
cc-412 42x Zoom 
CC-413. New! 12x, DSP 
CC-540 12x Zoom 
CC-507 46x Zoom 

VIDEO RECORDERS 
omim UF VR-319 2Head 
Pro 809 New! 8x Zoom VR-327 New! 2 Head 
4b se es Zoo vr-503 New!  4Head 
ro xZOOM | yR-538 New! 4Hd. VCR+ 
Pro 845 New! Color View. | VR-6O3HF New! 4 Hd. Hi-Fi 
VHS-C CAMCORDERS VR-610HF New! 4Hd. Hi-Fi 
CC-190 Digital Stabilizer VR-667HF Hi-Fi 
CC-603 42x Zoom | VR-674HF New! Front AV 
CC-604 12x, Color Viewfndr. | VR-720HF Super VHS 


CALL FOR MORE RCA PRODUCTS! 











Hitachi 


VM-E39A 









IN THE NATION! 


1990 * 1991 * 1992 « 1993 
4 YEARS IN A ROW! 





8mm CAMCORDERS 


E520 5599" 
E700 12x. Imag Stabil. 
UCS5 Image Stabilizer 


ES1000 New! Color View. 
Hi-8. 10x Zm. 
RC Time Code 


A1 Digital 
L2 





Hi-Band 8mm Camcorder’ 
5 











Color Viewfinder 


* 12x power zoom lens 
* Hi-fi stereo sound 


CALL FOR PRICE 


Optical Image Stabilizer 


* Unique, ultra-compact style 


CL250: 
250mm Super 
Telephoto Lens Psst 
Great for nature, spo! 
















| and long-range shooting 





* Extender CL-2x 
¢ 3x Zoom Lens 


Charger/ 
Recharger 
(MC-100) 

* Car Battery 
Charger (CB-100) 





More Canon Video 


STILL VIDEO CAMERAS 
RC-360 re-570 R360 
RE-650 RP-420 
RP-733 FP-510 
RV-311 


CALL FOR MORE CANON PRODUCTS! 


8MM - VHS 
DUAL DECK VCR 


onto VHS tapes. 


<> 


First introduction in June! 


With the dual deck capa- 
bility, the 8mm and VHS 
tapes are in the same 
machine, so you can edit 
and copy 8mm tapes 





CALL FOR MORE GO-VIDEO INFORMATION & PRICES 


TELEVISIONS 


3” to 41” 


Color Televisions 


Big Screen 


Projection TVs 


Wide Aspect 
Ratio TVs 


TV/VCR 
Combinations 


* Multi-Battery Ws pny L 


Accessories Available 


RC-570 





Also Available: VHS-VHS 
Dual Deck VCRs 














| 
: 





rey 


CALL TOLL FREE 





Freda-Sales 


baw 
Dave-Sales 


Rick-Sale& Michelle-Sales 








{ Nikon Sake 


AUTHORIZED DEALER 


Video Camcorders * Video Cassette 
Recorders * Walkman * Discman ° 
Telephones * Radios * TVs - 3" to Big 
Screen * Watchman Portable TVs « 
Mini Hi-Fi Bookshelf Stereo Systems ° 
World Band Radio Receivers © Mini 
Disc Players * Laser Disc Players ° Laser 
Karaoke * My First Sony (For Kids) 


SONY 
_PERSC NAL ELECTRONICS 














Discman 


DAT WALKMAN 


BOOKSHELF STEREO SYSTEMS 


WORLD BAND RADIOS 
CD BOOMBOXES 
TELEPHONES 
ANSWERING MACHINES 


MINI DISC RECORDER/PLAYERS 
LASER DISC 


PLAYERS 





Gil-Sales 


WALKMAN cALE 























_editors ||. 


@i Tamron 










VIDEONICS 
CALL FOR PRICES & INFO. 


¢ tamrac 


PHOTO & VIDEO 
GADGET BAGS 





les Brooke-Sales Jason-Sales 


Most Orders At Your Door by 
3 Business Days Nationwide! 


CUSTOMER SERVICE 


9am-5pim (PST) 


Mon-Fri 


FAX: (503) 222- Hist 


Allison-C.S. 





Sharp va VM-E30 


DELIVERY 
IN A FLASH! 


Barney-C.s. 






Joel-Tech § 








Cari-Tech S. 








SB 


ity UE 


EXCELLENCE 


CS. = Customer Service 
Tech S. = Technical Support 





st Oo 


WE LISTEN! Honest & helpful answers to your inquiries 
Full Manufacturers’ UGA WARRANTIES 
GREAT SELECTION (all us if you don't see it here. 
WORRY FREE! No items charged until shipped. 


Your Order PACKED SECURELY CEnERS) 











and shipped promptly 


VIDEO ACCESSORIES 





| lenses i 
raynox 
Sl Teakirs 


«Cal FOr, Best Prices! 


|___mics | 


| AZDEN | 


* WMS-Pro 
* WMX-Pro 
* ECM-111 
* WR2-Pro 
* ECZ-990 

© CAM-3 






151 VR/LT 
Wireless lav. mic 
system. 120 dB 
dynamic range. 
Up to 200 feet 
operating range 








tripods 





PHOTO & VIDEO TRIPODS 


TUNDRA | 
6V Discharger/ 
Rapid Charger/ 

TESTER 
For 8mm & VHS-C Batteries 


* Discharges battery to 





LIGHTS * MICS « EDITORS * BAGS ¢ TRIPODS ¢ LENSES ° VIDEO PROJECTORS Tynays «| 



















LIGHT & POWER PRODUCTS 
Adjustable 
to repond to 


changing light 
conditions. #56000 


Campak 3-5 hrs. of power 
880 Power Pro Belt System 


CALL FOR MORE! 


__FuJl_| 


P401U LCD Video Projector 
P701U__ LCD Video Projector 


__SUNPAK _| 


VIDEO LIGHTS 















































































i ff ‘ Auto CV-300 99.85 
Seer ey tee. cze200 Bato Call 
. s for ¥ 

: CITIZEN ener ats €2-200 59.85 

COMPLETE LINE IN STOCK! Reine Readylite 10 44.85 
¥ CITIZEN i Auto Pan Head Call 
EXTENDED -  Seape ZEN | inter 

PH ILI PS w TEADICAM) UR MONI s receptacle in CELLULAR PHONE 

| LCD COLOR your car or BATTERY FOR 

hy SCREENS from an AC MOTOROLA 

| For Womytree saat fe) STABILIZATION SYSTEM rae wall outlet prinaie gurl 

i | Allows you to make rot incidea! 

| your valuable equipment! smooth pans & profes- | 329 Mark u ibs Bh much power, 

2, 385 Year Service Available sional-looking action & | 12v Car Adapter Powercombo you have left! 

' As us for Details ‘ sports videos. AC Adapter TV Tuner Il * T700 )), Phone not inctuded. For rep 












WEST'S LARGEST 
VIDEO CAMCORDER 
& PHOTO DEALER! 


All returned merchandise must be in newcondition and must include all packaging and printed material in original, unaltered condition. Shipping and handling charges are non-refundable. 
Some items are one per customer. All orders are subject to verification and acceptance. Camera World is not responsible for typographical errors. ALLOW 2-6 WEEKS FOR BACK ORDERS. 








| 


CANON AF SLR BODIES 

*EOS1 

* EOS A2E, A2 

* EOS Elan 
AUTOFOCUS SLR KITS 

* Elan 28-80 USM Kit 619.85 

* Elan 35-80 USM Kit 539.85 

* Elan 35-105 USM Kit 

*RebelX 35-80 Kit 324.85 

* Rebel XS 35-80 Kit 374.85 


35mm AP COMPACTS 
©2115 38-115mm Zoom 
°Z28 38-85mm Zoom 
*S.S.A1 Waterprf. to 16 ft. 
More CANON Products 
in Stock » CALL 








MINOLTA AF SLR BODIES 


* Maxxum 3xi 
* Maxxum 5xi ASK ls 
* Maxxum 7xi QD MO 


* Maxxum 400si 
* Maxxum 700si 





Maxxum 400si 
Zoom Lens Kit 
- 400si Body 
- 35-70mm 
Maxxum 400si 
2-Zoom Kit 
- 400si Body " 
- 35-70mm & 70-210mm Lens 
More MINOLTA Products 
in Stock + CALL 








N60O6 AF 
N8008s AF 
N5O 


Pas Black TORS 


Zoom Touch 470 35-70 zm. 
Lite Touch Zoom New! 
One Touch 300 New! 
ME SLR BODIES 
FM-2_ Blk, Titanm., Chrome 
Ask about Nikon Rebates 
available through June 31! 
More NIKON Products 
in Stock + CALL 








Pz: a 4st Power Zoom SLR! 
PZ-20 “Learning Function” 
PZ-1 1/8000 sec. shutter 

AUTOFOCUS SLR KITS 
PZ-1SEoQp kit 75th Ann. Edition 
PZ-10 Kit / PZ 20 Kit 

AF 35mm COMPACTS 
19Z00m 90WR All Weather 
19Zoom 110, New! 
19Z00m105R = 38-105mm 


1QZ00m 115 SE* Date Kit 
(75th Anniv. Special Edition) | 





1QZoom 735 New! 
More PENTAX P! cts 
in Stock * CALL 








am-aos7m “10> _ resentational purposes only 










OLYMPUS 


New IS-10! 
Many More 
Olympus 
Models to 




















* Contax T2, TVS —porm 


*Contax$2/sT | 
High Performance a @ i 
Konica 


German Optics 

© Big Mini 

* Big mini Zoom 
* Mermaid 







































* Yashica T-4 
Carl Zeiss T* Tessar 
Lens * 160 step, 3- 
beam infrared AF 
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ONE CALL 
GETS PY ALL 


AV RECEIVERS - SEPARATES CAMCORDERS - VCR’S - TV'S 
SPEAKERS - CD'S - BOOK SHELF-CAR = HOME THEATER - PROJECTION 
PORTABLE - THX - PRO LOGIC LASER - INDUSTRIAL - INTERACTIVE 











SLR’S - POINT ‘N SHOOT - 35mm LENSES 
PROFESSIONAL GEAR - ENLARGERS - TRIPODS 
BINOCULARS - TELESCOPES 


ALl Audio, Video & Photo Accessories 
Phones, Dictation, Radar, CB's & More 


ALL MAJOR BRANDS! 


Authorized dealer for all manufacturers. 


(1-800-663-5255) 


Monday — Saturday - 7am — 6pm PST 
W. 418 Riverside - Spokane, WA 99201 


Circle 37 on Reader Service Card. 
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KENWOOD JVC Panasonic a’m MITSUBISHI TOSHIBA Canon HITACHI @ 


NORTH AMERICA'S LARGEST 
AUTHORIZED DEALER FOR 


s*e MITSUBISHI 
Panasonic TOSHIBA 
Canon JVE DENON 

(SIMa) 41 ,01@)) 
YY VIDEONICS 743), | 
eee >| 10}. > @ 


Ricoh JBL rea 
HiITACH!| © Akon 


TOSHIBA Canon 


ic 


JVC 


CAMCORDERS 
GR-AX30U = GR-SZ1 
GR-AX37U GR-AX70 
GR-AX75 GR-M7U 


MITSUBISH!| JVG Panason 


4 
PAN 


HUGE ; 
SELECTION 
OF TV’S 
from famous 
brands such as} 
Mitsubishi, 
Sony, Toshiba, 
JVC and 
Panasonic 


/ AY 18) 46), 6> 


CAMCORDERS 
PRO 808 
PRO 870 
PRO 883HB = CC-512 


1 


POWERVIDEO 


Owned and operated by authorized dealer Videoland, Inc. 


1-800-877-2900 


FAX: 713-952-8877 


¢ All Public Schools and State University POs Welcome 
Eo ¢ #1 in Customer Satisfaction * #1 On Time Delivery 


CUSTOMER SERVICE: 713-952-4400 


4413 Bluebonnet Dr., Stafford, Texas 77477 


VHS HIE] SHS) 


18 NORTH AMERICA'S ft 
LARGEST DISTRIBUTOR 
OF AUDIO/VIDEO TAPES 


Nikon 


CAMCORDERS 
VN-750 VN-320 
VN-330 VN-500 


CAMCORDERS 
R-18H R-87H 
R-61 R-88H 


PRO 930 
CC-540 


We carry the entire line of We carry a complete line of 


BOSE speakers 


ALL NEW HYPERBASS SURROUND SOUND 
DIGITAL PICTURE IN PICTURE 


ALL New 27", 31", 32", 35" 


Panasonic TV's from 27 to 55° 


Front Screen 
Projectors 


We carry a wide vari- 
ety of front screen 
video projectors with 
images up to 150" 


VIDEO ACCESSORIES 


DENON ROA AZDEN 


processors, batt 
tapes for all your video needs 


RUCOn 


“UBL 


95", 65" 
NEW 48* & 55" NOW AVAILABLE!! 
= DIGITAL PIC IN PIC from 27' to 55" 
= 3 Dimensional Sound, Built in Woofer 
S-VHS Input, Variable Audio Output, 
700 Lines Res., OBX Noise Reduction, 
Ext. Speaker Terminals, 3A/V In/Out, 
Dual RF Inputs, Univ, Remote Control 


NEW 16:9 FORMAT 
NV-55BX4 IN STOCK NOW, 
BM4: AY: 


We stock all types of CD-Interactive 
products, which allows you deed 
CD-ROM video games ai 
educational games 


TOSHIBA 


VHS VCRS 
SV-F990 M-459 
M-449 


ALSO AVAILABLE 


AG-A96 —AG-1280 M759 
All Other Industrial Models 


M-659 


COLOR VIDEO PRINTER 
Color Photographs from any 
Video ounce, at the touch 


of a but VHS Video Output, 


Nikon OLYMPUS HuitacHi © Canon 


Auto Rev., Plays all 5 Disc 
Barer Time Base Correct, 


VHS VCRS 
PV-4401 
PV-4451 
PV-4461 


lw aTRe BERN 


is 


We carry all types of front, ple 
channel and rear speakers and mai 


D/Audio different types of matt 





Circle 38 on Reader Service Card. 


2 FREE VHS TAPES 

if we can’t ship on time 
All merchandise carries 
manufacturers U.S.A. 
warranty 

All products are factory 
sealed, No demos or 
refurbished goods 

10 day defective exchange 
No extra charge to use 
your bank card 

All quoted prices are for 
mall order purchases only 


HOS} nese le LOIN 


e 
a 


Panasonic 

CAMCORDERS 
PV-1Q204 PV-900 
PV-1Q303 PV-S770 
PV-1Q403 AG-~455 


INDUSTRIAL VHS HI-Fi VCR 
Swing Shuttle, Audio Dubbing, On Screen 
Menus, Auto Rep eat 
NOW AVAILABLE: $V0-1410 SV0-160 


(0: Uitravision 


TOP RATED! 
60" 60S: 


dq JAP GOOANS) SNdWAIO NAGZYV wou GED 


s1u0Sseue. 


ae MITSUBISHI 





Inquiries and Customer Service 


& U.S. & CANADA (215) 889-7358 


CALL TOLL FREE 1 a 80 0 -477/ mi 0 02 2 FAX (215) 647-5830 


WORLD'S LARGEST PHOTO AND VIDEO CAMCORDER DEALER! 
Valley dg Philadelphia Oxford Valley 
Best Plaza by the Music Fair 
202 to Devon Exit ED 
260 West Swedesford Rd. 
Berwyn, PA 19312 
215-889-3960 
Hours: 10-8, Sun, 12-5 


1104 Chestnut St. Oxford Point Shopping Center 
Phila., PA 19107 Rt. 1 & Oxford Valley Road 
11th & Chestnut Sts. 110 Lincoin Highway 
Park Free (10th & Ludiow) Fairless Hills, PA 19030 
215-627-9580 215-949-1086 
Hours; 10-7 Hours: 10-8, Sun. 12-5 


A-1 Digital 


ee 

Oy 
© 

co) 
2) 
» 
a 
0 
) 
ke} 

Oy 

N 
= 

fe) 
SS 
3 
at 
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© DIGITAL SIGNAL PROCESSING 

© AUTO TRACKING FOCUS 
/BACKLIGHTING CONTROL 

© TRUE TO LIFE AFM Hi-Fi 
STEREO SOUND 


Optical Image Stabilizer 
Pop-Up Video Light 
© 12x Power Zoom 
#2 Lux Low Light 
Character Generator 


CALL FOR PRICE 


8mm CAMCORDERS 
R-16 i Call 
R17 ELS/ CVF Call 
R-18H EL.S. 10x Zoom Call 


Authorized Dealer 


VHS CAMCORDERS 
VL-L390U 2X Zoom Call 
VL-L63U* =— Under 1 Lux Call 

8mm CAMCORDERS 

12x Power Zoom — Call 
3 Monitor Viewcam Call 
4 Monitor Viewcam Call 
VL-HL100 —Hi-8 4° Monitor Call 


Edit Controller 
Film-to-Video Converter 
Switcher 

atrix Switcher 


Call for Prices 


© 15x POWER Z00M 
 Hi-BAND 8MM 
RC TIME CODE 


Authorized Dealer 


8mm CAMCORDERS 


Pro 808 
Pro 830 


8x Zoom 
10x Zoom 


+ HI-SPEED SHUTTER 

* 8X ZOOM 

*2LUX LOWLIGHT 
RECORDING 


Authorized Dealer 


Optical image Stabilizer 


24x Digital Zoom 
Digital Signal Processing 
Hi-Fi Stereo Sound 


Unique Ultra-Compact Style 


CALL FOR PRICE 


VHS-C CAMCORDERS 


GR-AX25 10x Power Zoom 

GR-AX35 Assemble Edit 

GR-AXS5 10x Power Zoom 

GR-AX75 = D.L.S. 

GR-AM7Pro 11x Zoom 

GR-SZ1. Super VHS-C 
VIDEO RECORDERS 

HR-J200 Multi remote 

HR-J400 | 4 Head 

HR-J404 = 4 Head/VCR+ 

HR-J600 = 4 Head/Hi-Fi 

HR-VP604 VCR+ 

HR-VP606 VCR++ 

HR-VP700 Flying Erase Head 

S-VHS VCR's 
HR-S 4900 Hi-F/VCR+ 
HA-S 6900 S-VHS/VCR+ 


Authorized Dealer 


EDITORS 
Video Edit Maker 


Digital Video Mixer. 


Authorized Dealer 


Call for Prices 


Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 


Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 


Call 
Call 


VHS CAMCORDERS 
VM-525 = 20x Zoom 
VM-530 = 10x Zoom 
VM-535 10x Zoom/Hi-Fi 
VM-538 = Color VF 
VM-539——E..S/CVF 
VM-735 12x Zoom 
VM-737 i Lux 


8mm CAMCORDERS 
VM-ES3A 16x Zoom/1 Lux Call 
VM-ESSA 16x Zoonv/E.1S. Call 
VM-H57A —Hi-8/E.1,S. Call 
VMH-38A —Hi-Band Call 
VM-H39A Hi-8w/case/light Call 
VM-SPIA WaterResistant Call 

VHS CAMCORDERS 
VM-1600A 12xPowerZoom Call 
VM-2600A 24x DigitalZoom Call 
VM-S8200A Super VHS Call 


Pro 840 = 12x Zoom 
Pro883HB Hi-Band 
Pro$30——_—E.I.S/16x Zoom+ 
VHS CAMCORDERS 

12x Zoom 

100x Zoom 

16x Zoom 


CC-412 
CC-540 
CC-507 


VHS RECORDERS 
Hi-FUVCR+ Call 
4Head Hi-Fi Call 

? si ’ VH-430 4 Head Call 

Call e : VH-230 2 Head Call 

Authorized Dealer 


VH-435 

VH-434 
VIDEO RECORDERS 
2Head 
4Head Call 
Built-in VCR+ Call 
4 Head Hi-Fi Call 
Front AV Call 
4 Head Hi-Fi Call 
Built-in VCR++ Call 
Hi-F/VCR++ Call 
VR-720HF —S-VHS Call 
VR-SOOHF = 8mm/VCR+ Call 


Autorized Dealer 


VR-319 
VR-501 
VR-526A 
VR-GO1HF 
VR-G58HF 
VR-662HF 
VR-G64HF 
VR-G67HF 


VHS RECORDERS 
VI-MI71A Quick Start 
VT-M270A 4Head 
VI-M272A VCR+ 
VT-F370A 4 Head Hi-Fi 
VT-F372A 4 Head Hi-Fi 
VT-S772A _S-VHS/5Head 


PV-2401 
PV-4401 
PV-4411 
PV-4414 
PV-4451 
PV-4461 
PV-4462 
PV-4464 
PV-4466 
PV-$4480 
AG-1970 


Hi-BeStableShot™ Call 
Color Viewfinder Call 
StableShot™ Call 


RECEIVERS 


COMPACT TAPES CAN BE 
PLAYED ON VHS VCR 


CAMCORDERS 
10x Zoom 
12x Zoom 
Color EVF 
Hi-FVE.L.S. 
Color EVF 
20x ZoonvE.1.S. 
Hi-FVE.I.S /CEVF 
S-VHS/Hi-Fi 
S-VHS/Hi-Fi 
12x Zoom 
12x Zoom/CEVF 
12x Zoom 
12x Zoom 
30x Zoom 
S-VHS 
Industrial 
Industrial 


VIDEO RECORDERS 


2Head Call 
4Head Call 
VCR+ Call 
VCR+H+ Call 
4Head/Hi-Fi Call 
Hi-FUVCR+ Call 
HI-F/VCR++ Call 
S-VHS Call 
Flying Erase Head = Call 
S-VHS/Hi-Fi Call 
Industrial Call 


Mini/Micro Component Systems 


MX-S2 
MX-S4 
MX-C5 
MX-C7 
MX-C3S 
UX-A4 
UX-TIWT 


CD PLAYERS 


EDITORS 
Video Titler Call 
Video Editor Call 
AW Selecter Call 
JX-S700 A/V Selecter Call 
CG-V60 Char.Generator Call 
Authorized Dealer 


Call for Prices 


VIDEO ACCESSORIES 
WMS-Pro ECM-111 ECZ990 
WMX-Pro WR2-Pro Hs-7V 
* AVS-20... Switcher 

3 Switcher 
Edi 


SIX-T88 

SX-SV55 
IX-$300 
XL-21050 


Call for Prices ; Authorized Dealer 


Live Surround Call 
7 Watts p/chan Call 
8+1 Disc Call 
+1 Disc Call 
Top of the Line Call 
AM/FM/CD/Cass. Call 
White Cabinet Call 
Sat. Spkr. Syst. 

100 Disc Changer 
RECEIVERS 


CD PLAYERS 
TN 


Authorized JVC Dealer 


RETURNS OR EXCHANGES MAY BE MADE WITHIN 14 DAYS. ALL RETURNS ARE SUBJECT TO A 10% RESTOCKING FEE. SHIPPING AND HANDLING CHARGES ARE NON-REFUNDABLE. WE ARE NOT RESAPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERROAS, PRICES GOOD FOR MAIL ORDER ONLY. ALLOW 2-6 WEEKS FOR BACK ORDERS. 


Authorized Dealers of: SONY M 


JVC Canon RICH OLYMPUS quasar RECA 


PIONEER 


Ja/®9q ANOS PaZzisoyiny 





oy | a 


| 


#1957 CONEY ISLAND AVE BROOKLYN, NY 11223 


x INTERNATIONALLY RENOWNED! 


+ ORIGINALLY FROM OLD ORCHARD BEACH MAINE 


“- a at W PRICES a EXCELLEN T SERVICE GUARANTEED! 


CAMERAS & 
> ELECTRONICS 


SOnx 





VHS VCRs 
SLY-R1000.819.99 SLV-720KF.... CALL} |PV-4466 
SL-90HF A SN OO io 

359.99 SLV-620H 


8MM VCRs 
£V-S7000......CALL EV-A50. 
£V-$3000.1234.99 EV-(2 
£V-52000...789.99 GV. AG-1280....239.99 AG-5700..1199.99 


AG-1970.1194.99_AG-WI 
PRO CAMCORDERS 


AG-195.....879.99 AG-455....1419.99 
re . 


WETS 
WI-MX50. 7099 C2083. CLL 


at ALL LATEST PIONEER MODELS IN STOCK... CALL 
ASER DISCS 

689.99 CLD-M401......429.99 

289.99 CLD-M30..... Psy 


CL0-D702...... 
4 oes 


COP-CX100599.99 CDP-C445......CALL 
345.....CALL 
“CALL 


's On ite 
CASSETTE DECKS 


WE CARRY PIONEER a , 
@ PIONEER’ 
COMPACT DISC 

ry eit a Hf ts Duet. my 8 





699.99 AG-460... pa PRO 808 





RECEIVERS 
VSX-DIS.....759.99 Win 
9 -| 


11499 
ri) PIONEER’ 
CASSETTE DECKS 

CE-WM62R.279.99. CEW502R..139.99 
CE-WBODR.'224°99 CE-W402R-124°99 
CEWOODR. 179.99. CT-W302R-114°99 


= CALL 
HCC. 50...339.99 
ii MCAS 289.99 





Aerican oats, Diners (| Visa, Canon, D en tt Corte Blanc 
All merchandise is le tag ‘Exc ag efund less shi ae 
quantities, Not responsible for typographic errors. PRI 


ord rab weic 


Sa ee gee ee 


Comp AMY POLICY Tap rn phone and nd order prices ie Prices n not lg in th e retail showroom. If you wish fo qf 


med OF wei ne a ore cf na ie ite For pes 


less 5% restock’ ny he wihtin 7 
SUE. Products 0 Hered carry International Warranly un Ko state 


IRE VALID UNTIL END OF MO 


CA. 40898874 


SPECIAL EFFECTS, S-VHS CAMCORDER 
DIGITAL STILL/GAIN UP, DIGITAL 
STROBE/ZOOM, ADVANCED RECORD- 
ING, 12X ZOOM WITH HI FI STEREO, 
LAMINATED AMORPHOUS HEAD 


2 % GRAN 
t SHARP. 


CAMCORDERS 
ie CA 


IALCLOSEGUT —_| |\R-67H 
199.99 


RCA LASER DISCS 
LORSHO.. CA. R600... 


* PA 
ULTRA COMPACT WITH ELECTRONIC 
IMAGE STABILIZATION 


CALL 
(Al 


_ —— 


VI-MI7TA.....CALL VI-M270A..... CALL 
VI-M2724....CALL VI-F370 

VES L Ws772 Ll 
aie FUJI Uy 


MCORDER 
ALL AVAILABLE! 


it return 


y |OVERNIGHT 





in original mint condition wit carton, 


DELIVERY 


ay ed GRASS... 539.99 
] 


jv 

PROFESSIONAL 
BR-S378 S-VHS VCR ...srnnssnn 
SR-S360_ S-VHS VCR..... CALL 
TM-130 SU MONITOR... 
TM-9U MONITOR 
TM-900 SU MONITOR 

JVC RECEIVERS 





LY }RX-815VIN...344.99-RX-51SVIN...204.99 


X71 ot D149 pk = 139.99 
IAL C 


Hea rit idl. CALL 
JVC CASSETTE DECKS 


CALL 
W209TN 124.99 
TO-W709TN 199.99 TD-W21STH 119.99 
TD-W309TN 144.99. XD-Z5071N ....CALL 

JVC 


MINI COMPONENT SYSTEM 
MY-(99S 
MX-77 


Jvc 
VIDEO PERIPHERALS 


419.99 


JX-188 Character Generat 

JX-166 Character Generator... 

JX-S300 AV Selector... 

JX oy 
R NOMEN 








Call! |p: 
(AL 








TUATTERIES IN STOCK 


checks, pee allow at 


e to the store, ara cl cb ead fo check jn store avi 


east 4 wee| 


jack ng apers and uni 
Ae f others. USA Prod ucts vary in cost. al Hit 


“a. TOLL FREE! IN NY & OUT OF STATE 


1-800-528- 2237 
op 


PRICES VALID UNTIL END OF MONTHLY ISSUE [""0™ FREE 


For I uiries on orders already placed are 


Shi 1.800.900. from 9:30am-5: 9979 BST 


NEED A COMPUTER? 


OR MAYBE A 


SS MOTHERBOARD 


a MULTIMEDIA, 


= 


XL-MC1O0.....CALL XL-V261TN.114.99] |A 
AL MSOs 2149 ALVIGIN. 5999 UC 
YL-GMBOOTH CALL 


JX-S700 
JX-SV55 Video Etlting Processor...329.99 hte 
99 | 1CV-300 


GO.VIDEO 


GY-3060X 4 Head/Hi Fi. 


lability gnd get th f the sal 
er dae 4 tat our check Co 
EXCPTIO Quantities limite 


‘om f 
warra my cards. N 
free. 


y _NO SURCHARGE 
ON CREDIT CARDS! 











ous ffoke (0 To order we bo ht 


OPEN SUNDAYS! 
10:00AM to 7:00PM EST 


MON/THURS 9:30'"-8:30"" 
FRIDAY 


9:30-7:00 
INDAY 10:00"-7:00" 
SATURDAY CLOSED 


1-718-645-1818 


FAX NUMBER 
1-718-382-8596 


VIDEONICS 


ise a iar 
a. 


CALL 
FOR | DIRECT ED PLUS 
Graphics Libraries aes 1 | 


CITIZEN 


3" COLOR 
MONITOR 
M-3 


‘] iis 
M-938 3.8" COLOR MONITOR . 
NEW I 
He AC 


Ga iA 


SAKAR 3X SUPER 
TELE CONVERTER 
HL RESOLUTION, SHARP OPTICS 
FITS MOST CAMCORDERS 


REGULAR $199.99... 599. 99 


TELEPHOTO & WIDE 
ANGLE LENS SET 
FOR ANY CAMCORDER 
rors 

REGULAR $149.99... 999.99 
WITH A CAMCORDER PURCHASE 


WE CARRY BATTERIES & CAR 
CORDS FOR ALL CAMCORDERS!!! 


SATISFACTION : 
GUARANTEED : 


WITHIN 7 DAYS OR , 


MONEY BACK!. 


ALL CAMCORDERS 
COMPLETE AND FACTORY 
PACKED WITH BATTERY, 
CHARGER, ADAPTOR, 
CORDS, ETC. 


Tee hy sping & a & 


charges. 
We reserve ti fe i t fo Bi 


imit 


PEERS CERN RN ERER EEE E ESET OREN GTS OEE OND TOES VERE ee LEER 


PleD BdIAIaS sapeaY UO OY 9/9419 








ALE} 


WE’LL BEAT 
ANY PRICE! 








JERROLD ¢ TOCOM e ZENITH 
OAK e PIONEER e HAMLIN 
SCIENTIFIC ATLANTA 





HAVE MAKE AND MODEL NUMBER OF EQUIPMENT USED IN YOUR AREA 


FOR ORDERS ONLY 


ALL SHIPPING & HANDLING FEES AT CUSTOMER’S EXPENSE 
Anyone implying theft of service will be denied assistance. 


CABLE WAREHOUSE 


10117 WEST OAKLAND PARK BLVD., SUITE 315, SUNRISE, FL 33351 
NO FLORIDA SALES 
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continued from page 18 


New York 1 also uses amateur video 
footage on occasion. “If it’s something 
that’s tremendously newsworthy, and 
truly an exclusive like the Rodney King 
footage, we'll do everything we can to 
acquire the tape and the rights to it,” 
Hopmayer says. “But that doesn’t hap- 
pen at the drop of a hat. Normally, 
we’ve already gotten it or we can get it 
from VNP, which is a stringer service we 
have a contract with. But on occasions 
like the blimp crash last summer [on a 
Manhattan roof], where a number of 
people had taken amateur footage, we'll 
put it on the air. Of course, it’s not every 
day a blimp crashes.” 

“New York 1 is an incredible experi- 
ence for both the viewer and its employ- 
ees,” Hopmayer concludes. “People see 
extensive and in-depth coverage of New 
York City and its five boroughs. And for 
the employees, it’s an opportunity to use 
new technology to cover the city quickly 
and efficiently.” a 


continued from page 23 


not as supple as the system on the 
TR500. Sony has gone back to the larg- 
er, sturdier RMT-702 remote. It’s a lot 
easier to manipulate and less likely to 
get lost in household clutter. 

Sony stays with nickel-cadmium bat- 
teries here, after introducing the lighter, 
memory-free lithium ion batteries on the 
TR500; we must continue the battery- 
memory dance for now. However, 
nickel-cadmium batteries are much 
cheaper, and are available in “memory- 
free” configurations. Plus, Sony now in- 
cludes the longer-life NP-66 battery as 
standard equipment. 

Like the TR101, the TR700’s picture 
quality is excellent compared with other 
camcorders in its class. There is the 
slightest bit of luminance noise, but it’s 
barely worth mentioning. Audio quality 
is very good. We noticed a bit of trans- 
port noise leakage, but it is minor and 
can be overcome with an external mic. 

It all seems a bit bewildering — which 
way to go? None of the current Hi8 
palm-sized camcorders has a full com- 
plement of manual overrides; the 
TR700, the TR500, Hitachi’s VM- 
H39A, and Canon’s UCS5 and ES-1000 
are conceived more as user-friendly 
point-and-shoots. But the TR700 offers 
the most manual control, so we easily 


prefer it to the TR500. a 
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605 LYNO® 


For Visa, Mastercard and Discover phone orders, 
Call Our Video Hotline Toll Free 


Out-of-State or Upstate N.Y. 
EST Daily 8-7, Sun.10-5, Fri. 8-3 (closed sat.) 


In NY & for General info—or if Toll-Free lines are 
busy EST Daily 9-6, Sun.10-5, Fri. 9-3 (Closed Sat.) 


[et ey go oo een, 
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ENTAL USA 
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for Camcorders, 
VCRs, TVs, Video Editing and 
Multimedia Equipment 


anasonle Broadc 

an Elar ale] 

eset. Systems DIRECT Fron 
i PROFESSIONAL BVT @ 


Hi-Fi Stereo 
Camcorder 


Professional 
Multi-Function 
Super-VHS 

Editing System 


e AG-1970 « 








* Color Viewfinder + 12:1 Power Hi-fi stereo Camcorder features built-in 
Zoom Lens * 1 Lux * Hot Shoe wide angle lens, 10:1 zoom lens, 

* Flying Erase Head » Fade Control remote and color viewfinder 

* 8-Function Remote (PAN-5404) (SON-4361) 

Also Avail: PV-IQ204, PV-IQ304, PV-IQ504 


Make your next video production soar to new heights! 
This professional S-VHS editing system features two 
AG-1970 S-VHS editing VCRs plus the AG-A96 editing 
controller. Together they let you produce insert 
and assemble edits plus audio dubbing & much more! 






8mm ViewCam Digital Video Mixer 
with 3" Color LCD 


2-Hour S-VHS 
Camcorder 


3-CCD SVHS-C 
Camcorder 










* Four-input Switcher 
+ Frame Synchronizer with Dual TBC 
+ Digital i ff 
* 270 Variable Angle Recording i" Sth Peete a og shaping 
* 8X Power Zoom + Breakthrough Price! 
+ Self Recording Function 
« Auto Exposure (VDN-18) 
(SHA-3) 






* Three Ye" CCDs 
* 530 Lines Horizontal Resolution * Over 400-Line Resolution * 12:1 Power 

* 10:1 2-Speed Zoom Lens Zoom Lens * Hi-Fi Stereo for Recording 

+ High Res. Color Viewfinder + Superb Color Reproduction * Low Light Capability 
* Digital Mix/Digital Still * Time/Date Generator (PANI-455) 


(PANI-3) Also Available: AG-195 














Circle 32 on Reader Service Card. 























VIDEO TRADER 
For Pre-Owned Video 


CAMCORDERS & CAMERAS 


WANTED: JVC GFS-1000, GXS-700 cameras 
with/without studio monitors, excellent condition 
only. Contact Brad (905) 668-2731. Fax (905) 
668-3473. 7-9/4 


FOR SALE: Sony EVS-900, $1,595; Sony 
EVO-9100, $1,849 with 6 NP-77H batteries and 
charger; Panasonic AG-6400 hi-fi VHS porta- 
ble VCR, $599; Amiga 500, $495; SL-HF400 
Super Beta hi-fi VCR, $250. Or best offer. All in 
mint condition, not used in three years. Call Steve 
Staples (305) 531-7775. 7-9/4 


WANTED: JVC S-100U color camera. J. 
McGinn, 965 40th Ave NE, #609, Columbia 
Heights, MN 55421. (612) 789-1126, leave mes- 
sage. 7-9/4 


FOR SALE: Sony V-220 Pro Video-8 camera. 
Like new, $995 including UPS. Lewis Parsons 
(804) 838-0222. 5-7/4 


FOR SALE: JVC BY110 broadcast video cam- 
era, JVC BR1600 VHS recorder, color moni- 
tor, plus accessories. For portable and studio, 
$2,500. (418) 836-3237. 5-5/7 


FOR SALE: Olympus VX-404, VHS, 6:1 zoom, 
all accessories, carrying case. Mint condition, 
$350. Call (718) 729-3682 after 7:00 pm. 5-7/4 


FOR SALE: JVC GR-SZ11J S-VHS.-C, with color 
viewfinder, all accessories. Mint condition, $950. 
(206) 371-7069. 5-7/4 


FOR SALE: CCD-FX510, remote, ACV253, 
RFU-90UC, $310 pp. Also trade Fuji 8mm slip- 
cases for fliptops. Alan Reid, 41886 McKenzie 
Hwy, Springfield, OR 97478. 5-7/4 


EDITING EQUIPMENT 


FOR SALE: Sansui AV-99 SEG, audio/video 
processor, $100. (408) 685-9424. 7-7/4 


“FOR SALE: Sotiy RM-E700 editing control- 
ler/titler, $650. Recoton V616 stereo au- 
dio/video dubbing amplifier, $30. Both mint. 
(303) 545-6915. 5-7/4 


FOR SALE: Videonics Pro-ED, mint, never used, 
an upgraded ED+, $500. Telephone (305) 
595-1253. 5-7/4 


FOR SALE: Title cing J for mixer owners. 
Twenty-five 8 1/2 x 11-inch black on white popular ti- 
tles.. Includes 10 weaaing plus heart, star, bells, 
$9.95 plus $3 S/H. Check or money order sent to 
Bob Ptacek, 22966 Springwater, Lake Forest, CA 
92630. 3-9/4 























VCRs 


FOR SALE: JVC HR-S10000U editing VCR, 
unique features, controls edit to frame number. 
Originally $2,000, asking $1,100. Contact (408) 
685-9424, 7-7/4 


FOR SALE: NEC DX5000 digital hi-fi. Dolby. 
Reasonable. JVC S-VHS-C tape adaptors, 
cheap. Alan Rogers, 47 Sycamore Way, Warren, 
NJ 07059. (908) 769-8526. : 7-9/4 


FOR SALE: Sony SL-HF 1000, like new (zero 
use), $800 obo. Sony SL-HF900, Bis record 
playback conversion, like new (4 hours), $500 obo. 
Original boxes. Free UPS. Certified check or mon- 
ey order only. J.F. Urbanek, 2426 RFD, Long 
Grove, IL 60047. (708) 438-8239. 5-7/4 


WANTED: Dead or alive. VCRs in any condi- 
tion. We will buy your VCR(s) or camcorder(s) for 
parts. To gain access to our parts inventory send 
your name and address to A/V Exchange, VCR 
Dept, 204 Mass. Ave, Arlington, MA 02174. Please 
include $5 payment to cover postage and printing 
costs. 5-7/4 











FOR SALE: Sony SLV-RS in excellent condition, 
17 months old, original box and instructions, $600 
firm. Contact Tommy (501) 236-2484 or (501) 
239-4352. 5-7/4 


FOR SALE: Sony SL-8200 Betamax I/II, vid- 
eophile collector's dream, mint condition, $325 
obo. Bill Dugger, 106 Morningside, Chickasha, OK 
73018. (405) 222-3129 evenings. 5-7/4 


FOR SALE: Panasonic AG-6400 portable edit- 
ng hi-fi VCR with case and AC adapter, $1,000 
EC obo. (804) 276-0010. 5-7/4 





TV SHOWS 


OFFERED: Amos and Andy, Dean Martin and 
Roasts, Thriller, Immortal (entire series), 
Something Is Out There (entire series), 
Hammer House of Horror, and Time Ex- 
press. Send SASE to Jim Boeckmann, 2782 Ha- 
zelton Ct, Cincinnati, OH 45251. 7-7/4 


OFFERED: Photo and magazine collection 
(TV, movie, music, soaps). Send SASE for list. Eliz- 
abeth Southern, 4070 Deamon Ct, Winston Salem, 
NC 27101. 7-9/4 


WANTED: Your old videos, anything animated, 
SF, and short runned. Paying up to $15. Send 
descriptive (quality, speed, etc.) letter. Larry 
Slominsky, 45 Twin Pines Dr, Apt 7A, Brooklyn, NY 
11239. 7-9/4 


OFFERED: Journey to the Unknown, Into 
the Unknown, Other World (all 8), One Step 
Beyond (all 96). SASE to Jim Boeckmann, 2782 
Hazelton Ct, Cincinnati, OH 45251. 7-9/4 


WANTED: Episodes of Probe (excluding pilot), 
Nasty Boys (including pilot) and The Sixth 
Sense. VHS only. Send info to T.L. Tobias, 6312 
SE Belmont, Bartlesville, OK 74006. 5-7/4 


OFFERED: 1950s police, Western etc. on 
VHS. SASE for list. R.R. Schurch, 6525 MacArthur 
Dr, Lemon Grove, CA 91945. Or call (619) 
286-5151. 5-11/4 


WANTED: Photos, stills, video, etc. on Mat- 
thew Labyorteaux, star of “Little House.” Con- 
tact Don Centilli, 1720 Richmond, Grand Rapids, 
MI 49504. 5-7/4 


WANTED: Episodes of Silk Stalkings and Bold 
and the Beautiful. Elizabeth Southern, 4070 
Deamon Court, Winston-Salem, NC 27101. 5-7/4 


WANTED: British TV comedies Doctor in the 
House, Doctor at Large, Doctor in Charge, 
Man about the House and Robin's Nest. Call 
(216) 238-5870. 5-7/4 


WANTED: Joey Heatherton’s Joey & Dad. Bold 
and Beautiful episodes. Elvira hosting L.A. 
movies. Steve Allen’s New York afternoon 
show, Gloria DeHaven hosting New York 
movies (1960s). Robert Haycock, PO Box 3897, 
Carbondale, IL 62902. (618) 549-8037. 1-7/4 


WANTED: 1993 Celtics vs Hornets, First 
Round, Game 4. Complete game preferred. Don 
Dolata, 1110 March St, Sharon, PA 16146 5- 7/4 


DISCS & DISC PLAYERS 


FOR SALE: Over 50 discs for sale by private 
owner. Up to 40 percent off list. Looking for begin- 
ners. Jim Boeckmann, 2782 Hazelton Ct, Cincin- 
nati, OH 45251. 5-7/4 


FOR SALE: Preowned laserdiscs up to 60 per- 
cent off. New discs 15-45 percent off. Free cata- 
log. Laser Exchange, 444B Broadway, Suite 275, 
Saugus, MA 01906. (617) 231-8010. 9-3/5 


FOR SALE: Preowned laserdiscs. Hundreds to 
choose from. Many Criterion and letterbox. 27% to 
60% off retail. Laser Exchange, Suite #275, 444B 
Broadway, Saugus, MA 01906-1995. (617) 
231-8010 or fax (617) 231-3599. 11-9/4 





FOR SALE: Pioneer CLD-990 laserdisc player 
with 30 videodiscs, most letterbox, all in mint 
condition. $600. Please call (801) 377-8072. 5- 7/4 














MISC. EQUIPMENT 


FOR SALE: Like new, never used. Sony video 
projector VPH-1042Q; Sony CCD-VX3 Hi8 
with Citizen monitor M329 2.9; Nikon F3HP with 
1000mm and 35mm lenses, Nikon SB16A flash; 
Nikon bag, 7 filters, 52mm; Nikon 8008S with 
50mm and case. Everything in original boxes. Call 
Said Aly (718) 274-4626 after 5 pm or (212) 
873-9400 days. 1-7/4 





FOR SALE: Shrinkwrap set-up for the video 
seller/producer/renter—sealer, $44.95; 
shrinkbags, 5 cents; Styrofoam inserts, 12 cents; 
VHS/Beta labels, spine and face, 4 cents. Plastic, 
vinyl and paperboard VHS/Beta cases/slip- 
sleeves discounted. Write or call for mini-catalog. 
“That's a wrap!” Video, 3316 Ridgway St, Pit- 
tsburgh, PA 15213. (800) 473-9727. 5- 7/4 


FOR SALE: SSI 4000II surround sound full 
logic processor, rear-channel amplifier. $150. 
Aiwa AD6300 cassette deck, $65. (310) 
371-6106. 5-7/4 


FOR SALE: Audio/video gear. Data projec- 
tors, line doublers, THX processors. For list 
send SASE to D.B.S., 410 Baskin Rd, Ilva, SC 
29655. (803) 296-5230. Fax (803) 296-3345. 5-7/4 


WANTED: Reel-to-reel video recorders from 
1960s, especially Ampex, Concord, Craig, GE, 
Matsushita, Philips, Shibaden, Sony and Wollen- 
sak. Phone Joe (713) 467-3363. 1-11/4 


FOR SALE: Competition car stereo system— 
Premier head unit, 3 precision power amps, audio 
control center channel processor 2/ eqt equalizers, 
MB quart, Pioneer subs, JBL and Polk speakers, 
much, much more. Best offer. (704) 891-4436. 5-7/4 


MOVIES 


OFFERED: Cool video. Laser! Toons! New and 
old! Movies and TV and other neat stuff. $2.50. Vid- 
eomania, Box 47, Princeton, WI 54968-0047. 7-9/4 








WANTED: Creature from the Black Lagoon in 
3-D released in 1981 on Universal MCA video- 
cassette. Robert Scarsella, PO Box 1042, Young- 
stown, OH 44501. 5-7/4 


WANTED: 1960S BBC Sherlock Holmes se- 
ries with Peter Cushing. English movies Reach 
for the Skies, Operaion Cicero, Thirteen 
Lead Soldiers. Daniel Ellis, 3814 Mitchell Rd, Or- 
lando, FL 32808. (407) 297-9670. 5-7/4 


WANTED: Manhunt with Gregory Peck, circa 
1940-41; hunter attempts to kill Hitler. John Bat- 
tison, 2684 State Rte 60, Loudonville, OH 44842. 
(419) 994-3849. 5-7/4 





OFFERED: Movies on videocassette to sell or 
exchange. Mercedes Pineiro, PO Box 101, Parsip- 
pany, NJ 07054. 5-7/4 


SERVICES 


OFFERED: Video conversions (PAL/SECAM/ 
NTSC), highest quality (8-head), fastest turn- 
around, lowest prices. Also slides or photos 
onto video ($35/100). Donaldson Enterprises, 
505 Greenbriar Dr, Nicholasville, KY 40356. Call 
toll-free after 9 pm Eastern (800) 842-5503. 5-7/4 


OFFERED: Digital foreign video conversion, 
$20 per tape up to 3 hours include shipping. Sem 
Video, 900 Chestnut St, Reading, PA 19602. (610) 
372-3228. 5-11/4 


OFFERED: Digital video conversions, PAL / 
SECAM/NTSC, $15 plus $3 S/H. 24-hour turn- 
around. Video editing service. Custom editing 
of weddings/events, using Video Toaster, from $49. 
Simar, 8127 Willowdale Ct, Springfield, VA 22153. 
Phone (703) 866-3648. 11-9/4 


OFFERED: Rendering to take lightwave ani- 
mations, logos, graphics to S-VHS for only 25 
cents a frame. Contact ACL Video Productions, 
5028 Skyline Blvd, Cape Coral, FL 33914. (813) 
549-9181. 11-7/4 
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VIDEO CLASSIFIEDS 


To place an advertisement in VIDEO Magazine's Classifieds: 


REQUIREMENTS: 


Payment must accompany advertisement. We accept checks, money orders 
and Mastercard/Visa. NOTE: ADVERTISERS USING A P.O. BOX NUMBER 1X 6X 
MUST INCLUDE PERMANENT STREET ADDRESS, TELEPHONE NUMBER 
AND CONTACT PERSON'S NAME FOR VIDEO MAGAZINE’S RECORDS. AD- 


DISPLAY ADVERTISEMENT: 


Per Inch: 


VERTISEMENTS RECEIVED WITHOUT THIS INFORMATION WILL NOT BE 


ACCEPTED. 


All advertisements are subject to Publisher's approval. VIDEO Magazine is not 
responsible for typographical errors. No “regular” advertisements will be al- 
lowed for the exchange, rental, trade, or sale of videotapes due to the potential 
problem of copyright infringement. No advertisement will be accepted which of- 
fer for sale products or services that have been illegal because they infringe on 
copyright protection or other forms of property ownership. 


Advertisers must guarantee publisher that none of the materials and/or services 
sold through the advertisement violates any federal laws. Any violators will be 


barred from future advertising in the magazine. 


WORD ADVERTISEMENT: 
Per Word: $6.00 (15 word minimum) 


All words regardless of length, abbreviation, symbol or numeral will be counted 
as one word. P.O. Box numbers/Street address are counted as two words; City/ 


State/Zip Code are counted as two words. 


ACCESSORIES 


FREE SAMPLE 
Durable Plastic VHS Cassette Slipcases 
Specify Clear, Black, or White 
Lewis Enterprises P.O.Box 40 
Redan, GA. 30074. 


SINGERS! oes: 
mw = VOCALS! 
Unlimited Backgrounds™ 
From Standard Records & CD’s with the 
Thompson Vocal Eliminator™ Call for Free 
Catalog & Demo Record. 
Phone: (404)482-4189 Ext 40 
Singer’s Supply, Dept VI-1/ 
7984 Hightower Trail 
Lithonia, GA 30058 
24 Hour Demo/info Request 
Line (404)482-2485 Ext 40 
Singer’s Supply - We Have 











#1 BATTERY SPECIALISTS 
: _ We’re #1 For All Your Battery Needs! 
: For camcorders-cellular phones-computers : 
Guaranteed compatible replacements! : 
Guaranteed longest run times! 
Guaranteed satisfaction! 


1-800-275-2879~¢ 


In NY or outside the US (212)768-7595 


74 W. 38th St. 2nd Floor New York, NY 10018 


Circle 158 on Reader Service Card. 





BLANK TAPES 


BLANK COMMERCIAL GRADE TAPE T-5 TO 
T-10 $1.00 EA. T-15 TO T-30 $1.35 EA. FOR 
LONGER LENGTH CALL (610) 434-4653 OR 
WRITE TO VHS TAPE WAREHOUSE 1013 SO. 
FOUNTAIN ST., ALLENTOWN, PA. 18103. WE 
SHIP UPS, COD 








1.69] 8MM-120 3,49 

2.19 Jvc 

5.99} T120SX_ 1,79 
0 6.99 }SVHST120 6.99 


T120VHG 3.29] DAT-120 


L-750HG 3,99] TI20HGX 
minosc 74 11,99] SVHST120 








12X 
$535 $514 $462 
Camera ready art required and pre-payment. 


Please mail all advertising copy to: 
VIDEO MAGAZINE CLASSIFIEDS 


460 West 34th Street 
New York, NY 10001 
(212) 947-6500, FAX (212) 947-6727 














ISSUE RESERVE MAT. 
August 1994 6/2/94 6/9/94 
September 1994 6/30/94 7/7/94 
October 1994 8/4/94 8/11/94 
November 1994 9/1/94 9/8/94 








ti 


ome! 








PRO STOCK ALL SIZES IN VHS & SVHS 
MAXELL FUJI 3M STARTING AT: $1.20 
ORDERS 800-307-5215 


BOOKS & PUBLICATIONS 


OFFBEAT VIDEO SOURCEBOOK Describes 
1,200+ Sources for 200,000+ Videos. $19.95 1972 
N.E. Third Street, #252E, Bend, Oregon 97701 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


BE YOUR OWN BOSS! EARN $50-$300 DAILY, 
USING YOUR CAMCORDER. FREE INFORMA- 
TION! PLEASE CALL 1-900-773-7377-EXT2031. 
EACH CALL $3.00 FIRST MINUTE $2.00 ADDI- 
TIONAL. MUST BE 18+ WCE COMPANY 


CABLE 


CABLE DESCRAMBLERS, Test Turn-On Kits, 








:| Bullet Stoppers. Call everyone else, then call us for 
:] your lowest price. We repair, and pay cash for your 


cable equipment. No Florida sales. 305-425-0751 


PREVENT DESCRAMBLER DAMAGE - 
DON’T BITE THE BULLET!!!! Snooper Stopper 
Data Pulse Blocker $34.95 - Data Blocker with 
Dual Surge Protection $54.95 -Remote Control A/B 
Switch $39.95 - Video—Connections, Inc. 
1-305-741-7284. 


DIGITAL VIDEO STABILIZER Removes all 
video tape copy protection, caused by copy guard, 
on pre-recorded tapes $54.95 - Video Connec- 
tions, Inc. 1-305-741-7284. 


CABLE TV CONVERTERS, Jerrold, Oak, Scien- 
tific Atlanta, Zenith and many others. New MTS 
stereo addon: Mute and volume ideal for 400 and 
450 owners! VISA/MC/AmEx 1-800-826-7623. 
B&B INC. 3584 Kennebec, Eagan, MN 
55122. 


CABLE T.V. CONVERTERS JERROLD @ , ZE- 
NITH, PIONEER, OAK, Scientific Atlanta, and 
many more. 12 years experience gives us the AD- 
VANTAGE VISA/MC AMEX COD. ADVANTAGE 
ELECTRONICS, INC. 1-800-952-3916 1125 
Riverwood Dr., Burnsville, MN 55337. 


REVOLUTIONARY NEW PRODUCT. Universal 
Box. Works on all Jerrolds and Pioneer Systems. 
Mega Electronics 1-800-676-6342 























CABLE T.V. CONVERTERS, DE- 
SCRAMBLERS. Scientific Atlanta, Zenith, Jer- 
rolds, Pioneer, Oak. Replacements for most 
models. Quality, Price and Service. Visa M/C. 
Dealer Inquiries invited. EAGLE ELECTRONICS 
INC. 1-800-259-1187, Number One, 1301 
Railhead Blvd., Naples, FL 33963 





Cable TV Converters! Jerrold, Scientific, 

Atlanta, Zenith, Pioneer, Oak...Excellent 

Prices! Personable Service! 30 Day Money 

Back Guarantee! INNOVATIVE ELECTRON- 

Hea INC. 1-800-493-5474. Ask for John or 
ill. 


SECRET CABLE DESCRAMBLERS! Build your 
own Descrambler for LESS than $12.00 in SEVEN 
EASY STEPS! RADIO SHACK Parts List and 
FREE Descrambling Methods that COST NOTH- 
ING To Try, Included. Send $10.00 to: INFORMA- 
TION FACTORY, P.O. Box 669, Seabrook, Texas 
77586. For C.0.D.’'S 1-713-922-3512 Any Time! 


CABLE TV CONVERTERS & DE- 
SCRAMBLERS. Wholesales welcome! Call today 
for free catalog! PERFORMANCE ELECTRON- 
ICS INC. 1-800-815-1512, 233 North 48th, 
Suite MBE, Lincoln, NE 68504-3512. 


DIGITAL VIDEO STABLIZER. Eliminates all 
video tape copy protection. $39.95. TWH ELEC- 
TRONICS, 708-481-5295. 


CABLE DIRECT 


100% MONEY BACK GUARANTEE! « 30 DAY FREE TRIAL! 


Now you can tune-in to your 

favorite cable TV programming 
and SAVE 100's—EVEN $1000's 
on premium 


CABLE TV EQUIPMENT 


Converters * Descramblers ¢ Filters 


























FREE Cable TV Catalog 
fualen’ [N\A ™~ VY 


MODERN ELECTRONICS 


1-800-906-6664 


2125 S. 156th CIRCLE © OMAHA, NE 68130 
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| EQUIPMENT 


| E> The nationwide 
source for cable 
tv equipment. 


“BUY WHERE THE DEALERS BUY." 


| 
i 


MEGA ELECTRONICS 


“coo, [Rbllosraerey 


| 21 South Main Street, Winter Garden, FL 34787 


‘The Aipha Cable Box offers you leading edge technology to 
Connect to the world’s best cable TV programming. Now you 
Cat coat Si ae one Oe LH Ra 


Star Electronics i a 1-800-282- 1336 





CABLE TV 
Converters & Descramblers 
*“Tocom * Oak 


* Jerrold *SA 


*Zenith * More 


Why tolerate unbearable, monthly 
cable fees when you can buy for 
less at Multi-Vision? 


800-835- 2330 
= 


BL 5 
ESCRAM BLED. 
DE: Prices SAA 


“Monty. Back Guarantee- GONG Go 
-6 CST P.O. 














Ae a 
Box Be 


MON a MPLS). MN 
Please have MODFL used in your area \ nent eauling 


ora eo aag.ba5-4343 
CABLE TV DESCRAMBLERS 


© Quantity Discounts ¢ 24 Hour Shipping 
¢ Save Money Don't Rent 
NOBODY BEATS OUR PRICE 
Call Us Last For Best Price 
Anyone implying theft of service will be denied service 
VCI - NO FLORIDA SALES 







Cable TV Descramblers 


We offer a full line of original and 
aftermarket descramblers tor Jerrold, Pioneer, 
Zenith, Scientific Atlanta, General Instruments ... 






GALT, INC. 
ALL 800-487- 2225 


6325-9 — of the hig Road 
Rai Ne 27615 






















CAN PLA} 
Cuear as Day! 
UNJAM NOW WITH 
INTELESTAR 
STAR ELECTRONICS —° E27 Comectons 


1-800-282-4336 [i 


PLAZAC SALES INC. 


Cable TV Converters Plus Panasonic, Scientific 
Atlana, Jerrold, Pioneer and more. Professional 
Service, Good Prices. One Year Warranty - Ship 
CO.D. Any one implying theft of service will be 
declined sales. Sorry, no New Jersey sales. Dealers 


Wanted. PLAZAC SALES INC. 
1-800-A-WIRE-4-U (1-800-294-7348) 





FREE Catalog 


Converters & Descramblers 
30-Day Guarantee 
Best Prices*Best Warranties 


MasterCard* Visa 
Discover*Amex*COD 


Show Time Cable 


643 N 98th St STE 260 
Omaha, NE 68114 


1-800-643-4258 


CATALOGS 


TV GUIDES. CATALOGUES $2.50. TV COL- 
LECTIBLES, MAGAZINES, PLAYBOYS, ETC. 
CATALOGUE $3.00. ROGOFSKY, BOX 107- 
VM GLEN OAKS, NY 11004 


FREE} 


STEREO 
CATALOG, 


For The Latest In 
Todays Most Wanted 
PANT Cs Co Meeam Va Ce (Lo) 
Electronics 
































EDUCATION/INSTRUCTIONS 





LEARN VCR REPAIR. GREAT PROFITS. HOME 
STUDY. P.C.D.1., ATLANTA, GEORGIA. FREE LIT- 


ERATURE. 800-362-7070 DEPT.VRH619. 














STOP JAMMING 
ME! 


if you rent video tapes 
they’re jamming you too. 


When playing back rented movies you will 
notice annoying flashes, streaks, jitters. This 
is caused by copy protection jamming 
embedded in the video. The MVE2000 will 
spot and completely eliminate Macrovision 
and all current copy protection giving you a 
crystal clear picture. 


Guaranteed - 1 year - 30 Day Money Back 
ELIMINATES ALL COPY PROTECTION 
* Works on all TV’s, VCR’s, Beta 
* Comouletely Automatic no adjustments 
* Digital state of the art 


MVE2000 - $59.95 with 9 voit 
MVE3000 - $79.95 with AC power 
10 % Restocking Fee 
Add $6.00 S/H 
We ship retail orders 3-day 
Select services 


Order Toll Free 
1-800-967-2603 
Or 402-334-3292 
Distributors Unlimited 


643 N. 98th Street, STE 254 Omaha, NE 68114 
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FASHION ON VIDEO 


LATEX FASHION VIDEO CATALOGUE Wom- 
en and Men 50 Minutes VHS $35.00 MC/VS 
FTBT, 222 Main St. #D, Seal Beach, CA 
90740 TEL/FAX 310-597-1234 


FILMS/MOVIES 


VIDEO SEARCH.....We obtain hard-to-find 
films. 5 searches-S5 & sase. Video Finders, 
1770 N.Highland, #721V, L.A., CA 90028 


FOR SALE 


REPLICA SWISS WATCHES 18KT Goldplated! 
Lowest Prices! 2Y Warranty! Heavy Weight! Water- 
proof! Submarines, Daytonas...! (404) 682-0609 


HOME THEATER 


‘“‘THE SHOW STARTS IN 45 MINUTES: 
WALK-IN MUSIC FOR YOUR HOME THEA- 
TER" Count down announcements and music on 
CD. $17.45 Postpaid. Toby's Tunes Recordings, 
2325 Girard Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN 55405 Visa/ 
Mastercard 


























CLASSIFIEDS 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 


CALL 212-947-6500 
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VIDEO CLASSIFIEDS 


1-800-228-7404 


Look 
to the 


Future 

with your own 
Calle Converter 
& Descramller! 


ess 0dr 


FREE 
CATALOG! 


ALL MAJOR BRANDS 


NU-TEK 


ELECTRONICS 


3250 Hatch Rd. Suite 1C 
Cedar Park, TX 78613 








INDEPENDENT PRODUCTIONS 


ATTENTION 

Effective with the July 1994 issue VIDEO 
Magazine will no longer carry ANY adver- 
tisements for adult materials in newsstand 
copies or copies mailed to our subscribers 
who have not specifically requested our 
sealed adult section. If you are a subscriber 
and wish to receive this section please 
write to: VIDEO Magazine, 460 West 34th 
Street, N.Y., N.Y. 10001 and state: ‘‘I am 
over 21 years of age and I want to receive 
VIDEO Magazine's sealed adult section.” 
You must sign your letter. You must also in- 
clude either your subscriber label or exact 
match code and address from your label in 
your correspondence. Please allow 4-6 
weeks to begin service. 


--PBTM--PROFESSIONAL BROADCAST 
ROYALTY FREE MUSIC! 24 Hour Demo & Info 
Line: 503-345-0212. MC/VISA Orders. Free Cata- 
log. 


LATIN EUROPEAN AND RUSSIAN BEAUTIES 
Want Romance/Marriage. Free 56 Page Catalog. 
LatinEuro Introductions, Box 26750-VI, FT. Lauder- 
dale, FL. 33320 1-305-858-7766. Anytime. 


NEW! Family Fun Video. Watch as hundreds of 
families participate in the Summer of ‘93 with 
dance, music, water activities and much more! 
Three 2 hour volumes for only $75. JLF, P.O. Box 
46, Bethlehem, PA. 18016. Money Back Guar- 
antee. (Non-Adult Material.) 

















FAMILIES AT THE BEACH. The beauty of sum- 
mer play breathtakingly captured in 2-Hr VHS 
video essays of candid public activities. Also Pag- 
eants, Gymnatics, etc. Beach 1 $29. Catalog $3. 
JD Video, 4001 S. Decatur, 410-VID, Las Vegas, 
NV. 89103. (Non-Adult Material.) 


LASER DISCS 


Domestic and Hong Kong Laserdiscs, low 
prices, catalog BLUE LASER 54 Hazard Avenue, 
Suite 105, Enfield, CT 06082 (413) 747-8527 











USED LASERDISC CLEARANCE. Rare Titles. 
Save Money. FREE CATALOG. VDI/C 5339 Pros- 
pect #221, San Jose, CA 95129 


+ 20% OFF NEW LASERDISCS * 
WE ALSO BUY/SELL USED TITLES 
Coming Soon, Pre-Order NOW: 
“JURASSIC PARK" (THX) 
CLV $35.90 CAV $59.50 
Dallas Digital (Videoquest) 
(214) 987-4744, FAX (214) 987-3544 





























+ 12% OFF LASERDISCS * 
THE LASER IMAGE ... SINCE 1980 
5000 Discs + Pioneer Equipment Dealer 
PH: (303) 586-8360 ° Fax: (303) 586-2728 


LASER DISCS UP TO 60% OFF! FREE CATA- 
LOG. LASER EXCHANGE SUITE #275. 444B 
BROADWAY. SAUGUS, MA 01906-1995. (617) 
231-8010. 


LASERDISCS LARGE SELECTION, LOW 
PRICES! PLAYERS, RECEIVERS, ETC. WE BUY 
LASERDISC. CALL LASEREX (415) 493-4166 
FAX (415) 493-8149 











FREE SAMPLE - Laser Disc Newsletter Re- 
views, news,ads, and more. (800)551-4914 FAX 
(516) 594-9307 P.O. Box 420, East Rockaway, NY 
11518. 


3STAR WARS MOVIES USED/LBX/CLV(NOTTHX) $75 


plus $3 S&H. Offer good while supplies last or'til 12/941! 


ATTENTION NEWLASERDISC 
PLAYER OWNERS! 


Call us within 3 months of buying a new Laserdisc Player (from 
any dealer! - we just need a dated copy of your invoice), 
& we'll give you a one day 20% OF F LV SHOPPING SPREE!! 
(Limited to domestic titles that have already been released.) 
Above offers expire 12/94. 

DISNEY'S SNOW WHITE 15%-20% OFF 
CAV Reg. $99.95 Sale $79.96 / CLV Reg. $29.95 Sale $25.46 
ALADDIN 15-20% OFF 
CAV LBX THX Reg, $49.95 Sale $39.96 / CLV Reg, $29.95 Sale $25.46 
(The CLV version of Aladdin is not letterboxed & not THX) 
JURASSIC PARK 20% OFF 
CAV Reg. $74.95 Sale $59.96 / CLV Reg. $44.95 Sale $35.96 
(Both versions Letterboxed THX) 
+$3 S&H Offers good until 9/30/94. Due Sept-Oct 1994 
Get daily used disc updates + more! Join our Computer BBS! 
1000'S OF NEW & USED LASERDISCS!! 
WE BUY WHOLE COLLECTIONS!! 

NO COLLECTION TOO LARGE OR TOO 
SMALL FOR US!! 1 DISC OR 10,000! 

IMPORTS, CD-I, CD-ROM & KARAOKE, TOO!! 
We ship only to North American & APO/FPO addresses 
isht Mass. Residents add 5% Sales Tax 
Se & Call or write for our FREE catalogs!!! 


ound 617894-8633 fa617894-9329 ff A 
27 Jones Rd., Waltham, MA 02154 LaserVision 














Voyeurs Catalog/ Newsletter. Concealed 
Video Cameras/Pinhole lenses. Annual Subscrip- 
tion $24. $5 gets sample of both. Valueline Publica- 
tions 9205 S.E. Clackamas Rd., #137-d, 
Clackamas, OR 97015. 















WY PIONEER 


I aeatlics 


RaCi ed teh Be’ fa & 
WE STOCK EVERY TITLE 
Largest mail order retailer in the U.S. 
¢ Fastest availability on new titles 
* Most orders shipped same day 
* 10% discount on all titles 
* Free UPS Shipping in 
Continental U.S. (2nd Day Air Only) 
* Visa, Mastercard, Amex, checks & C.O.D. 
For Free Catalogue Call or Write 
1-714-892-2283 
Ken 1-800-624-3078 
Crane's INCA 1-800-626-1768 
15251 Beach Blvd., Westminster, CA 92683 


Circle 155 on Reader Service Card. 





Laserdisc Fan Club 


Free membership! Free monthly catalog! 
10% off on every title! Monthly Specials! 
All the latest titles including karaoke discs 
More than 6,000 titles available! 
Hardware Specials! Super low prices on all 
Pioneer Laserdisc / LaserKaraoke players & 
Pioneer’s new Cinema Wide Projection TVs! 
Shipping & handling only $1.50 per software order! 
Same day shipping on most orders 
All major credit cards e CA, TX & IL residents add sales tax 
Open 7 days a week! 


Call or write:_(800)801-DISC(3472) Fax (310)952-3000 
1058 E. 230th St., Carson, CA 90745 


Circle 159 on Reader Service Cerd. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


THAI /ASIAN WORLDWIDE ladies desire life- 
mates! FREE brochure: TAWL, P.O. Box 937(V) 
Kailua-Kona, Hawaii 96745-0937, (808) 329-5559 


MEET WOMEN WORLDWIDE! Free 32 page 
photo catalog! CHERRY BLOSSOMS, 190VM 
Rainbow Ridge, Kapaau, Hawaii 96755. 1(408) 
980-7488. 


ATTRACTIVE JAPANESE WOMEN, other 
Asians seek friendship/marriage! Pacific Century, 
110 Pacific Ave. #208-GB, San Francisco, CA 
94111. 816-942-1668. 


JAPANESE, ASIANS, EUROPEANS seek 
friendship, correspondence! All Ages! Free infor- 
mation: Inter-Pacific, Box 304-A, Birmingham, MI 
48012. 

















BEAUTIFUL JAPANESE LADIES! We'll Intro- 
duce you! Photos, Descriptions, application, $2.00: 
Japan, Box 20323-V, SunValley, NV 89433 


BEAUTIFUL LADIES, worldwide, want corre- 
spondence, friendship, marriage. Sample photos 
free! Hermes, Box 110660/A, D-10836 Berlin, Ger- 
many 


ASIAN WOMEN DESIRE ROMANCE! Over- 
seas. Sincere, Attractive. World's #1 Service! Free 
Details, Photos! SUNSHINE INTERNATIONAL 
CORRESPONDENCE, Box 5500-ZR, Kailua- 
Kona, Hawaii 96745. (808) 325-7707 











RUSSIAN LADIES, truly beautiful, educated, 
seek companionship. Free color photo brochure! 
Russia76; P.O.B. 888851; Atlanta, GA 30356; 
(404) 458-0909. 


GORGEOUS ASIAN WOMEN! PENPALS, RO- 
MANCE, MARRIAGE! COLOR PHOTOS-$1.00: 
P.I.C., BOX 461873-V, L.A., CA. 90046 
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VIDEO CLASSIFIEDS 


VIDEO CLASSIFIEDS 








OVERSEAS EQUIPMENT 


MULTI-STANDARD TVs, VCRs, PAL, CAM- 
CORDERS, WORLDWIDE USE, ASMARA 
OVERSEAS ELECTRONICS, 5568 Sepulveda 
Boulevard, Culver City, CA 90230. PHONE: 
(310) 398-0080. (800) 723-4646. 


SATELLITE 


LEARN HOW TO BUY SATELLITES AT 
WHOLESALE PRICES. Kingviper $629, DX200 
$679, Monterey 95 $1099. Free Subscribtions Of 
ONSAT and SATELLITE TV WEEK, $29.95, SAT- 
TRONICS, BOX 832H, N. HIGHLANDS, CA 
95660. 


GET SOUND FOR YOUR VideoCypherll. No 
Codes Needed. $19.95. Nassirian, Box 382H, Rio 
Linda, CA 95673. 


ag OQATELLITE TV 


sgeahl NAME BRANDS AT 50% DISCOUNT 


This FREE 24 page Consumer 
BUYING | Guide tolls all pani Satellite TY 


GUIDE | lists guaranteed rin west prices. 
6310 N University No. 3798 * Peoria. IL 61612 

















m. CALL FOR 


SATELLITE TV 


NAME BRAND EQUIPMENT & ACCESSORIES 
Systems * Upgrades * IRDs » Movers * Feeds 
LNBs * 3' to 24' Dishes and much more... 
100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
800-334-6455 
218-739-5231 Int'l 
218-739-4879 Fax 
Skyvision, Inc? 
1028 FRONTIER DRIVE FERGUS FALLS, MN 56537 
INSTALL OR UPDATE YOURSELF! 


SUPER VHS 


Super VHS Movies America’s #1 supplier of 
S-VHS titles. All Professionally duplicated. No 
VHS owners please! 1-800-331-6304. Super 
Source Video, P.O. Box 410777, San Francisco, 
CA 94141, 


Catalog 











VIDEO 
1,000,000 VIDEOMOVIES /SOUNDTRACK 
LPS! Video Catalogue---$1.00. Descriptive Cata- 
logue--$9.95. Soundtracks---$1.00. RTS/VE89, 
Box 93897, Las Vegas, Nevada 89193 
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TRANSFERRING 


FOREIGN DIGITAL CONVERSIONS $24.95 
NTSC/PAL/SECAM, Daily Service, Guaranteed 
Quality, EDENBRIDGE VIDEO, P.O. Box 4025, 
Eden, NC 27289, 1-800 VHS 0006 


DIGITAL CONVERSIONS $24.95. VIDEO- 
CASSETTE DELIVERED. QUALITY GUAR- 
ANTEED. EIGHT GREAT YEARS OF 
SERVICE. SAME DAY. A.I.V., 595 CIR- 
CLEWOOD, AURORA, OH 44202 (216) 
562-8983. 











FOREIGN DIGITAL TRANSFERS From 
$19.95 NTSC/PAL/SECAM, VHS, S-VHS,Beta, 
Hi8. 3D Research, 20120 Route 19, Suite 105-274, 
Mars, PA 16046 TOLL FREE 1-800-735-8582 





International VHS Conversions Low as 
$9.95 PAL/SECAM/NTSC Digital Process. 
Aegis Video, Minneapolis, MN 
612-941-1002 


FOREIGN VIDEO CONVERSIONS. Through 
digital process. PAL/SECAM, RK VIDEO.DUB INC. 
60-15 ROOSEVELT AVENUE, WOODSIDE, N.Y. 
11377. 1-800-851-8514. 1-718-639-2881. 








DIGITAL CONVERSIONS - LOWEST RATES 
Guaranteed quality. All Standards/Formats. IN- 
TERVIDEO 3533 S. Archer, CHICAGO, IL 60609 
1-800-726-1315. 


FOREIGN VIDEO CONVERSIONS $24.95 
NTSC/PAL/SECAM, DIGITAL PROCESS 
VCR SERVICE CENTER, 2298 NW 2ND AV 
BOCA RATON, FL. 33431 1-800-429-9040 


DIGITAL VIDEO CONVERSIONS TO/FROM 
ANY FORMAT-$30.00 CLIFTON INT'L VIDEO 
CONVERSIONS 909 BEVERLY DRIVE, WHEEL- 
ING, IL 60090 (708) 537-1498 











WIRELESS CABLE 


Quality Microwave TV Antennas 
WIRELESS CABLE - IFTS - MMDS - Amateur TV 
tra High Gain 50db(+) © Tuneable 1.9 to 2.7 Ghz. 
55-Channel Dish System $199.95 
* 36-Channel Dish System $149.95 
0-Channel Dish System $124.95 


tional Commercial Grid Antenna (not shown) Add $50.00 
‘agi Antennas, Components, Custom Tuning Available 
PHIL or write (SASE) for “FREE” Catalog 
LLIPS-TECH ELECT 
Dish System ro Box 8533 « Scottsdale, AZ 85252 
LIFETIME (602) 947-7700 ($3.00 Credit all phone orders) 
WARRANTY _ MasterCard © Visa © American Express e COD's @ Quantity Pricing 
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MAIL-ORDER GUIDELINES 


Note: These, regulations do not per- 
tain to orders placed over the telephone 
and charged to a‘ credit card. 


SUGGESTIONS FOR MAIL-ORDER PURCHASERS 


1. Read the ad carefully. 
















2. Whether you place your order by 
mail or by telephone, confirm the exact 
price (including any rebates) and any ad- 
ditional costs such as warranties, ship- 
ping, handling and insurance before you 
place your order. 









3. Check with the advertiser re- 
garding any warranties offered Gr availa- 
ble for purchase. 








4. Check whether the advertiser 
has a return policy and a restocking charge. 







5. Keep a record of your order and 
all other transactions and get the names 
of all persons with whem you speak. 








6. Never send cash. Pay by check 
or money order or with a credit card so 
you will have a record of your transac- 
tion. If you pay by_credit card, you may 
have a greater measure of recourse in 
the event the advertiser does not per- 
form. (Check the complaint procedures 
of your credit card companies. ) 











7. If you receive damaged or im- 
proper merchandise, contact the adver- 
tiser as soon as possible. 








8. Get a receipt from the shipper 
whenever you return merchandise. 


9. Since VIDEO Magazine will not 
continue to accept advertising from busi 
nesses that have engaged in a regular 
pattern of unfair or improper dealing 
with our readers, try to determine which 
have been long-standing advertisers 


WHAT TO DO IF YOU HAVE A PROBLEM 


1. Allow 30 days for receipt of or- 
der or delay notification. 












2. Contact the advertiser in writing, 
stating the merchandise ordered, the 
price and date of order, and the nature 
of your complaint. Include proof of pay- 
ment (copy of cancelled check, showing 
both sides, credit card statement, etc.). 
Keep a copy for your records. 








3. Allow two weeks for a response 
from the advertiser. 






4. If your complaint is still not re- 
solved, contact us in writing (no phone 
calls, please), enclosing copies of all cor- 
respondence and proof of payment 
along with an explanation. of what has 
transpired. 


Mail to: 

VIDEO Magazine 
Advertiser Complaint Dept. 
460 West 34th Street 

New York, NY 10001 















Other organizations that can assist you if 
you have a problem. 






The Direct Mail Marketing Association 
Mail Order Action Line 

6 East 43rd Stréet 
New York, NY 10017, 


Your local postmaster 
(Ask for the name and address of the 
appropriate “Inspector-in-Charge.") 











Your state or local consumer protection 
office or the office closest to the adver- 
tiser. 







The Better Business Bureau. 


Your state Attorney General's office. 














‘Eee 
PLANET fu 


NOBODY 
PHILIPS [Lela ESN 


LU LY) Mm 8478 Lilley 
Vg nincowncs Canton, Michigan 48187, 
800-247-4663 


ALL MERCHANDISE FACTORY SEALED 


FLECTRONICS "3" 


Sa 
IF YOU FIND A BETTER DEAL... 
WE'LL BETTER OUR DEAL! 


800-247-4663 


ALL ORDERS SHIPPED WITHIN 
24 HOURS 


OVER-NIGHT AVAILABLE 
eS VIRTUAL — 


Baise 
—_ 


PLANET’S 
I ed s AIK OLN OV de DG 
rs matt E Our goal is to provide the best prices on 
m Michigan, call: the equipment we offer. We value repeat 
313-453-4750 business and referrals. Therefore, service must 
be provided before and after the sale. 


MAC R 0 All merchandise is authorized and factory-sealed. 
No credit card fees. No excessive shipping charges. 
5 U STE R No “Bait and Switch”. 


Removes copy protectors 
100% GUARANTEED 


Scotch 
Ri 
&2TDK 
BOSE 
maxell. 


Nady 


Canon 


AUTHORIZED DEALER 


ADVENT 


AUTHORIZED DEALER 


SPEAKERS Great int camcorders ° 


PLEASE CALL! watching TV ¢ much more 


>> 


As a PLANET customer your satisfaction is our 
success. If you have any questions or problems, 
please call customer services. 


THANK YOU! 


FuUIIX 
BOGEN 
Citizen 

Panasonic “” 
RECOTON 
AIWA 
ZAMBICO 
AUDIO SOURCE 
SHARP 
EVERQUEST 
Vivitar 
CRAIG 
7 WwW 4 2) 3, | 
VIRTUAL VISION 
VANGUARD 
CASIO 
SUNPAK 
MONSTER CABLE 
LENVAR 
DISCWASHER 
VIDCAM 


ADVENT 
TUNDRA 


GO - VIDEO 
FUJI 


NY | 
AUTHORIZED DEALER | 
VCR’SeTV’S 
CAMCORDERS ane 
AUDIO-VIDEO PRINTERS —_ 

~ pAb 
AUTHORIZED DEALER 
CAMCORDERS VCR'S_ IVs 
AG455 AG195 AG1240 Crasssvy 
AG460 a AG1740 CT13 


AG1970 EDITORS. 
PT10L AGW1 WJMX30 


Canon 


AUTHORIZED DEALER (( 
e 


CAMCORDERS 
WE STOCK 'EM ALL. 


AUTHORIZED DEALER 
CAMCORDERS VIDEO 
FUJF120SW PROJECTORS 
FI128W P701 
FI128SW P404 


BOGEN TRIPODS 


3124 - Dolly 3144 - Shoulder Mount 
3016 - Monopod 3179 - Tri-pod 

3116 - Mini 3170-Tri-pod Please 
3140 - Pro 3160 -Tri-pod Call! 


Citizen 
LCD 3" COLOR 
MONITOR M329 


LCD 4" COLOR 
MONITOR M938 


VIDEO/ 
AUDIO 
TAPES 
maxell 
SONY. 
&TDK> JVC 
Scotch FUJI 


All sizes & formats. 


800-247-4663 


ALL AUD! 
pLEASE CAT 


300-247- 4663 i 


AUTHORIZED DEALER 


VCR'S e CAMCORDERS TV's 


AUTHORIZED DEALER 

AUDIO/VIDEO RECEIVERS 
CASSETTE DECKS ¢ VCR'S ¢ TV'S 
CAMCORDERS ¢ CD'S 


AUTHORIZED DEALER 


CAMCORDERS 
PLEASE CALL! 


V@ VIDE ON Ics 
“TITLEMAKER # EDITMAKER 
SPECIAL EFFECTS MIXER ° COLOR 
EQUALIZER ¢ THUMBS UP 


a0l§)) veo EDITORS 
TITLERS ¢ LIGHTS ¢ MIXERS Please 


BATTERY REFRESHERS Call 


Panasonic 


AUTHORIZED DEALER 

VCR’S ¢e CAMCORDERS 
TV’S ¢ VIDEO PROJECTORS 
EDITOR ¢ VIDEO PRINTERS 


|} PHILIPS 


"| AUTHORIZED DEALER 


HI-FI 
AUDIO/VIDEO RECEIVERS 
MULTI CD PLAYERS ¢ CD-I ¢ DCC 


AUTHORIZED DEALER eee 


MINI AUDIO SYSTEM 
PAL/SECAM VCR's 


AZDEN-vipEo mic’s 


IMPROVE CAMCORDER PERFORMANCE 
LENS ¢ REWINDERS ¢ MIXERS 
Cu Please Call 


Nady 7—— 


PRO VIDEO MIC’S ¢e HEADPHONES 
Call for Details 


WHATEVER YOU NEED 


cs IN VIDEO . 
WE STOKK TT!) 


JUST CALL! gee 
YOUR SATISFACTION |S (ote 
OUR SUCCESS ! 


-24 


Circle 42 on Reader Service Card. 
Not responsible for type errors. 


CAMCORDER 
ACCESSORIES Gigi 


Lights ¢ Lenses ¢ Tripods ¢ Editing - 
Rewinders 























OFF THE AIR 





ree 


———— th 





In an era of improving picture quality 
and expanding channels, all is not well 
in the world of video. Our April plea 
(“Off the Air”) for feedback about the 
maddening distractions that sour the 
punch of video’s day-to-day pleasures 
unleashed a storm of grievances — 5,600 
from more than 470 ruffled readers. Tru- 
ly, this is the summer of your discontent. 

Your top gripe among the 54 on our 
survey, the one most frequently cited, 
was a newcomer to the rollcall of misery. 
Network logos on TV images, spawned 
by the growing number and variety of 
channels, simply drive you crazy. More 
than half of all respondents cited this 
electronic trademarking technique as a 
visual aid they’d rather live without. 

“T cannot watch shows that have it,” 
grumbled Raymond Ament of Mack- 
inaw City, Michigan. Some even plead- 
ed for federal help in wiping the corner- 
clogging IDs off the screen. “Now that 
we have a Cable Act, here’s the next 
place we need a law,” declared Kenneth 
Clarke of Jamesville, New York. 

“Call for price” ads and uninformed 
salespeople were the next most disliked 
dilemmas. Ilene Todd of Griffith, Indi- 
ana, fumed about “fast-talking salesmen 





. Cable TV prices 


. Infomercials 
. Would-be censors 


0. Cable TV service 
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BY STAN PINKWAS 





What drives you 
crazy? Your top 10 
video complaints 












TOP TEN VIDEO GRIPES 


. Network logos on TV images 
. “Call for price” ads 

. Uninformed salespeople 

. Ads on movie tapes 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6. Cable TV picture quality 
7 
8 
9 
1 


. EP-speed movie tapes 






who think that because I am a woman I 
do not know anything about video 
equipment.” Clearly, video equipment is 
easier to use than buy. 

Ads of another sort — the ones that 
come before movies on prerecorded 
tapes — placed fourth in our hall of 
shame. You hate ’em. In fact, you hate 
many things that detract from video 
quality: tapes recorded at the EP speed 
placed ninth. 

Cable TV came in for a good solid 
thumping, last year’s Cable Act notwith- 
standing. Cable TV prices, picture quali- 
ty and service were readers’ fifth, sixth 
and tenth most common grievances, 
continuing a tradition that started with 
our first biennial poll in 1990. “My motto 
has always been to just say no to cable, 
and I’m disappointed more people don’t 
feel the same way,” wrote Jesse Skeen of 
Sacramento, California, voicing a senti- 
ment expressed in many replies. (Read- 
ers are so infuriated with cable that two 
other aspects of the technology, costly 
pay-per-view events and poor cable TV 
audio quality, earned eleventh and 
twelfth places on the list.) 

Infomercials and would-be censors, 
placing seventh and eighth, completed 
readers’ 10 greatest 
gripes. While some 


dislike the amount of 
violence and sex 
available on video, 
many more would 
like to see more free- 
dom from the urge to 
cut, trim, fool with, 
and bowdlerize pro- 
grams they wish to 
see in their original 
form. PG versions of 
R-rated films, and 
R-rated versions of X 
or NC-17 films both 
scored high on the 
gripe-o-meter, al- 
though only a hand- 
ful of readers noted 
dissatisfaction with 
the MPAA rating sys- 
tem. 
A sizable num- 
ber—92 in our sur- 
vey —continue to 
dislike letterboxing, 














making it the one form of cinematic pur- 
ity many viewers reject. “Letterboxing’s 
just plain wrong; psychologically, that 
is,’ maintained one reader. However, 
104 weighed in against the practice of 
panning and scanning, which snips the 
edges, and sometimes the action, off 
widescreen films. 

Large numbers of readers, at least a 
quarter of those surveyed, also be- 
moaned the lack of laserdisc rentals, ca- 
ble TV channel changes, confusing tape 
grades, home-shopping networks, Mac- 
rovision, people who can’t program 
VCRs, bad off-the-air reception and au- 
dio, and the long wait for HDTV. 

And that’s not all. Where we asked 
for problems our survey might have 
overlooked, we got an earful. The write- 
in wrongs cited most often included, in 
your own words: 

“The lack of closed-captions on 
many interesting videos.” 

“TV stations that deviate from pub- 
lished program times.” 

“Onscreen VCR programming dis- 
plays.” 

“Quick-record buttons that are too 
close to eject buttons.” 

“Easy-snarl VCRs that crush tapes.” 

“Lack of letterboxed movies on 
VHS.” 

“Stereo movies in mono.” 

“People who make fun of my CED 
videodisc player.” 

“Having to pay for cable channels I 
don’t want.” 

“FCC rules that don’t work.” 

“Scrambled basic cable.” 

“Side changes on laserdiscs.” 

“Inaccurate VCR clocks.” 

“VCR Plus.” 

“Waiting for flat screens.” 

“Too many formats.” 

“Commercials on premium chan- 
nels.” 

“Cable TV scrambling: It’s like hav- 
ing to rent a key to shop in a store be- 
cause some customers shoplift.” 

“Movies edited for TV.” 

“Audiophiles vs. videophiles (can’t 
we all get along?).” 

And last but not least, “The demise 
of Beta—the biggest bummer of all.” » 





Research assistance by Stewart Applegath 
and Josef Krebs. 
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STOP SHOOTING ORDINARY 
VIDEOS. AND START CREATING 
EXTRAORDINARY ONES! 


Now, create your most dazzling videos ever! ¢ Easy-to-master methods for achieving time-lapse 
All you need is a copy of Camcorder Magic, the video effects, colorization, and other special effects. 
guide that shows you step-by-step how to transform ° Lighting tricks the pros use to set the right mood. 


our videos into professional-quality productions. sat 
y P | YP ¢ How to use miniatures to add real- 
Developed by top video producers and VIDEO : 
ism to your videos. 
Magazine contributors James 


Caruso and Mavis Arthur, 
Camcorder Magic will change the | 


e Imaginative effects you can 
achieve with filters, lenses, 


way you shoot videos. Over 190 and homemade masks. 


How to master professional 
skills — from handheld 


moves and tripod shooting 


fact-packed pages and hundreds 
of color photos show you: 


¢ How to choose the perfect 
to camera angles, perspec- 


tive and depth of field. 


Editing ideas that turn raw 


camera point-of-view. 


¢ Professional techniques for 


capturing fast action. b ' ' 
U UWSE BEST (Ee ATER TN = sf tootage into masterpieces. 


___HOLWyo00 = a 


¢ How to create smooth transi- 


H 5 
ow to record your photos 
tions between shots. your p ; 


: 


slides and home movies 


¢ Simple methods for adding 
onto video tape. 


titles and graphics to your pro- 


co Aes, 
ductions — no matter what Secrets of Hollywood's 


make-up artists. 
equipment you own! 

$ -- camco ‘ 08- 
¢ How to get great results in Plus camcorder care, che ~ 
ing the best tape, preserving 


WAYS TO MAKE \ tapes properly, and much 
EXCITING VIDEOS more. It’s the ultimate guide to 


low-light situations. 


¢ The secrets of shooting fasci- 


nating candid interviews. ; : 
getting the most out of your 








e How to create animation — eas (ETA WEEE ; 517g 2 
Mees : TACO Eee camcorder. Send for yours 
with any camcorder. | | today! 
mR ino" 1 ream a a esd a ne i aaa nl ae a | 
YES, send me CAMCORDER MAGIC! Name 
My payment of $12 plus $3 shipping and (please print clearly) 


handling ($15 total per copy) is enclosed. Address 

(Make check or money order payable to 

Reese Communications.) City State Zip 
NY State residents, please add appropriate 
sales tax. Outside U.S., $16 total. Allow up to 
4 weeks for delivery. 








No. Copies_____————s Payment Total $ 





Clip & Mail with payment to: CAMCORDER MAGIC, 
VIDEO Magazine, 460 West 34th Street, New York, NY 10001 


J a ce sche ss en-au GON es eae cag a 
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moments. 


(For other camcorders.) 





Win the new Canon Hi8 ESI000, recording special moments is as easy as enjoying 
them. Our Optical Image Stabilization system, nicknamed Shake Absorber,™ 
keeps the picture perfectly steady even if you're moving. Our color 
viewfinder lets you see your shots in color before playing them (aim 


back. The lens is a genuine Canon | 2x ES1000 


zoom. There's even a built-in video light for Hi8 VIDEO CAMCORDER 





High resolution P ; 
color viewfinder* night shots. Plus, with the 8mm format you can record up to 150 


minutes continuously. So why make life difficult? Get the new Canon Hi8 ESIO00. The new ESIO00 with Optical Image Stobiization 


*Simulated Demonstration © 1994 Canon U.S.A, Inc. 


Circle 44 on Reader Service Card. 





